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Introducﬁon - <who would be weak er‘iou’gln to _ must understand and take. into

The studem: of the Blble'

must not read more into 3 passage

than what Gocl intended nelther

,,,,,,

~has been aufhonzed or- nnplled bya '

given passage. People ‘will misuse a
passage 10 justify a false posmon,
but ‘we must be wﬂling to prove all
' ‘things and hold fast that which’ is
" good (I Thess. 5:21).In this article
 T'want to. consider-our freedom in,
~ Christ as presented ‘in Romans 14,
and _th 0 show sgme

—

N Al

mlsappheatn ns of the passage. 1 .

want to asstime that the reader of
this artxele will carefully study
Romans 14.on is own, in- order that
I might use the space in this. artlcle

1o call attent1on to. tfuths that are _

: 1mphclt1n it. -
. The Freedom -
Of Romians 14

The - freedom ~ under

: censuleratlon in’'Romans 14 is over ..
matters of scruples—matters in .-

themselves “indifferent.” Two
examples “are-cited by “Paul: 1)
reframmg from meats*(14:2), and
(2) observing certain days which
had not been bound by the I@rd
(Rom.
neither right nor wrong; they were

matters of scruples, or indifference

(Rom. 14:14). Such itéms could
become wrong to the individual

14:5-6). Such acts” were" ’

iolate his eonsclence We must .
carefully consider the following:

1. We.are not free_whete,
Cliristhas bound us, for we are still
* under law to Clirist (I Cor. 9:21).
. We are not free t add a regular
~meal to the Lgrds Supper-(I Cer
11:20- 22, 34)~We are not free’ to -~
“live immoral lives (I Cor. 5:6; Gal.

S 19 25) T

2. We are not free to teach-

that refraining from meats, and

_observing of ddys; which God Has
not regulated, are laws of Christ.

"~which. are binding ‘upon others
: (Rem

14:2-3). Such private
convictions may be held butcannot.
be bound upon others (Rom. 14: 22).

opinions. By 1mphcat10n Paul
-condemns the creatlng of a
“meat- eatmg » sect or - a
. “day-keepmg ~sect. _We are to

" receive one anbther, giving liberty

to the private opinions of ‘one
afothers .
4, We are not  fee to

- disregard our conscience. Allthings
- are clean but that which is clean

(lawful) may become evil'if we act
so as to violate our conscience
(Rom. 14:14, 20). '
5. We are not free from the
absence of concern. The strong

_ 3. We are not free to create
a sect over our- own privite.

consideratien the weak. The weak
must understand and take into
_consideration the strong ‘(Rom. -
14:3-12). N

6. We are not free from the
law of love (Rom. 14:13-23). We - '

“ ‘must not disregard the 1mpact ofour

actions upon others. We.do nét live - -
to otirselves nor dieto ourselves but
cach stands accountable beforeGod
and God says to give dug love and
. con31demt1on tathe other person It
becomes a sin to put a stymbling
bleek or- -occasion to mol@te the
coriscience before others. We areto ~
“follow that which makes for peace
(Rom. l4.l3 23).‘ .

‘Misapplications -

Of Romans 14
" 1. Abuse of Expediency

. There- are some brethren
who read this passage and come to
the term “offend” and feel that if
anyone has any ijeCthn to that
which is being done, then in the
“spirit of Romgns 14 the practice
must be dlscontmued lest we
“offend” the “weak brother.” By
“offend a weak brether,” Paul had
referenice to more than*displeasing
his feelings. He was concerned with

' ani indebted to brother
James Bales, Romans: The Living Way
Series, for much of the above.
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causing the brother to sin by -

violating his conscience. Paul
speaks of meat sacrificed to Idols,
of causing the weak brother to
perish (I-Cor, 8:9,11, 13). We must
not lead him: to do that which:he

‘believes to be wrong, (Rorn 14:15,

20,.21-23). )
Paul also shows that the

brotherwho may not understand the. -
eating of meat or the keéeping-ofa
~day’must niot make his convictions |
. mandatory upon others. We cannot

convrctrons nerther can he askusto

forego-ourc convictionsin that whrchs
- is'good and right. ' -

‘Brother Bales makes the

~‘expresses the truth of the- matter
““As long. .
not- ‘bind me; as long as-he is not
7 censtantly brifiging reproach on the
cause of Christ, and as long. as he is
"ot repudratmg what the Lord-tias

_ taught; as long as he is not building .

a faction, we need to bear with one
ranother” (Bales, 84). - ’
‘2. Abuse of Doctrme

 Ttisthecasethat somi¢e have

taught: error in ,aidoctrmal_“nature '
_ and have appealed. to this passage
for -justification. For example, the

commentary written ,by J. W,
McGarvey and-Philip Y« Pendleton
Thessalonians, . Cormthlans
Galatians and Romans, Standard
Publishing’ Foundatron, pages

- '525-526, uses Romans 14 to justify. |

mstruments of musi¢ in Worshlp,
and missionary societies. Such i isa
perversion of the passage.

-_God has bound upon‘us the

kind of music (singing), thus
specifying this act?, andto place this

*Had God specrﬁed smgmg
in Colossians 3:16 and playing a
mechanical instrument in Ephesians

5:19 both actions-would be.authorized,

But, since the Bible does not authorize
another kind of music, those who

. as.an mdrvrdual does

Wth‘h\ o

.

in the realm of scruples is to do
away with positive law from Him
on this or any other subject. He has
also designated the institution to

.spread the gospel and that is the
church; and any society set above it,

regulating and defegating autﬁority

to the local congregations; is in-

violation of the Scriptures. .

Others have soughtto make 7

the. role- of women in worship a
matter of scruples. Such is to deny
the total teaching of the Bible-
regardmg the role. of* WOmen ‘God .
has decreed from _credtion that
womar is to maintain a submrssrve
role (I Tim. 2:3-15), and.to ‘tedch -

: otherwrse is to violate) the cleaf and
. pos1t1ve teachmg of the Scrrptures

“One could_just as “forcefutly and"

, scrrpturally” teach that the.man is .

~ to'be in. submrssron to-thé woman, -
* with her doing thie teaching -and-
praying,.as hie cari that she is not to {

.

-be, submrssrve
' pn nciple” o f

. The

‘ mterpretatren that can ‘take matters

of doctrine. and make them matters
“ofscruples is & I)mne{ple that s
destmed not to. bé bound by the
authorrty of Scriptures.. Proof of
such.is the Christian Churches and’

the stclples -of. Chrrst
Denommatrons - o
" Conclusion

Thespirit ofRomans 14 cah
apply only to those matters which °
are indifferent within themselves.In
matters whete God hds bound (II
John 9-11; Matt. 16:19) we must’
remain bound. By a-study of
“Romans 14 we are made aware: of
the fact that we have more freedom

than SDme would allow and that we .

are not to use our freedom to bind
upon otheérs our own scruples.

Let It not be forgotten -

" respect the text of the Bible will be
bound by what is authorized and reject .-

what is not authorized.

-

" that any matter being discussed

under the regulations of Romans
14 must first be shown to be a
matter of indifference. This is not

- true.for the acts of worship nor the

orres designated to lead in worship,
for'this God has clearly specified. -

Symp athy

- Our sympathy is expressed to o

two families who have lost loyed ones
in recent weeks= Both of these who
‘have died were long time supporters of
the ‘Florida.School of Preachmg

Brother and _sister - Aubrey -

Vann were faithful irf their. attendance

for Years at our- Annual Lectureshlp :
/They were always in atfendance at the

Boostér Banguet each. yéar and

faithfully supported the \school v
Aslong as their health +

financially. -
permitted, they. _were- residents -of
Lakeland and. members of South
Florrda Avenue. '

v _What has ‘been sard of the._

Vanns can also be said of brothe1 and
‘sister W, A
However brother. ‘and sister Clayton
“were men}bers of Jackson ‘Avenue
jchnrch of Christ in “Bartow. Brother

‘Clayten, served as an elder there for -

maty, years.

L We extend our symp athy to the

famxlles “and shail miss their

encouragement in trammg preachers

SR Clayton Sr.-
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. FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING

1807 South Florida Avenue Lakeland, FL 33803
Ty (800) 32() 9780 \

| ,~,erstané Lea‘ i '”rshi@
26th Annual Lecturgship — January 15-18; “ztm« T

- , _ JackxeM Stearsman, Director . = N - o
- ‘Monday . ~ v Wednesday R _
900 Male pronsxblhﬂes : BeaRadford “9:00- Caring for the Bereaved . MickyBelt |__ '}
40 Abraham Do <VP Black 9:40 Samuci - PR ' A Black' BenRadférd
0;20 BREAK . 10: 20 BREAK e . L eniom
: 10 50 Youth Diteetors . %"'Jeff\Cla:k 10:50 Young Preachers Necd Eldcré Naﬁnan dewcli E
T 11:30 LUNCH .- 11:30 LUNCH™ » ST
T - Potential: Diﬁ'iculus. No Eidershtp s Potentlal I):ﬂ:'icultws' False 'l‘adiets .
- 1:30- Bvangcixsue()vemght ) - Bemard Smith- 1:30 Preacher-Elders Haomony . - - .  Payl Ditoro
~ {0 Committee/Trustes: }uks Reaffinnation  DubMcCTishi~ 2:00. Identifyihg False Teaching-UileyssesRichardson -
N 230. Men’s Business Mestings - — »,Barry Gilieath 2:30 ‘Stopping FalseT eachmg _ Freddie Claytoii >
3:00 BREAK s - 3:00 BREAK i <A DiibMeClish
13:30 Forim: Leadership. Problcms with No Fldérs 3307 Fomm False '«I‘eachmg ’ - PR
4:3G DINNER .. . 4:30 D]_NNER : )
-6:30. Singing -~ - - ) T 6:30 Singing } o
-~ 700" Paul: A Reforrited Leadcr h Bobby Green 700 Teactiing Privately Anthony Weeks
7*45 Essentials of Lcade:shxp “Toi Holland 7:45 Mampulatmg Leaders "7 . RoyDicks
= ’l‘uesday T ., Thursday o

9:00 Joseph: Training forrLeadcrshnp Tonuny Blewett
VP Black 9:40 Neéhemiah: A Model Leader~  Brucg Daugherty:

T "~ 1020 BREAK o ‘
:““ 10 50 Jcroboam Conseguences- . T 10:50: What:Eldcrs Should Expcct ’\Tlmoﬂxx Kidwc‘ll ]
of ] Dlsobed)entuaders ) "Tim Shoulders. 11:30 LUNCH" ~
11:30 LUNCH R - .- Potential Dlﬁ' cnlﬁe?s\EncoamgmgLeaders\
Potenual Dxﬁiaducs The Role of - Women B -1:30 How:Do We Honor. Lcad¢rs‘7 Toin Hoiiand
C "1:30 Unauthorized-Role. - == JimmyClak. 2:00 DoElders Have Authority~  —
= Bruce Daugherty 2:00, Unbiblical Restrictions . TemyHightower ! Only In Example? s BJ Clafke ‘“Timothy Ki dwen
C 30 Commending Women © Derel Davis  2:30 Ase All Elders Worthy of Hoﬂor'l Ten;yM ngh(ower : e
: {00.BREAK - . o _3:00' BREAK :
30" Forum: The Role of Women =~ = 3:30 Forum Encouragmg Lcaders
430 DINNER - .~~~ . -1 _ 430DINNER’ .
6:30 Singing ™ - Tk 6:30. Singing TR . .
7:00 King Saul: A Leader Like the Nations Justm Gethaidt 7:00 Following aleader . - Neil Lopez N

7:45 Faithful Womcu*Leadmg ¢ hmmy Clatk 7 45 Lcadershlp and the Future« ‘ Tom Holiand

£
Derrel Davis Nathan Kidwell

Barry Gllxeath

- Justin Gethardt. “Bobby Green ' Tery Hightowes Tom Holland
\B 0 GkA “Do You Understand Leadership?” ..., erverserrssisistsrenns $16%-
S - "Available books from previous years: T .
: P@'i ces Do, You Undérstand Preaching? (00)... -
Rt What Does It Mean To Be A Christian Ltke Paul? (‘99) .
AH Prices . Meeting The. Challenging Tests Of Life (‘98) ..vuiusivccrmevecncercemesssrasininn
Include Postage If The Foundations Be Destroyed, What Can The Righteous Do? (*97) . $14%
Credit cards dccepted . 7 News That Troubles The World (*95) oo $14
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In Memory of David O. Spurlock
David O. Spurlock, a beloved elder of the Kissimmee church of Christ and

Board member of the Florida School of Preaching, passed away November 21, 2000.
David was born in Gainesboro, Tennéssee, July 15, 1927. ‘
‘ Brother Spurlock and I were members of the Van Dyke church of Christ in

Warren Michigan in the early l970's 1 considered him a close friend then and always
respected his-serious, sincere and humble manner. He was strong in his convictions
dan encouragement to those who lovéd and wanted the truth. When he saw those
| who knew the will of the Lord not following it, it disturbed hirh, We loved and -
pprecrated him. He wrll be mrssed by all thai knew hrm especrally those of us on the
Board of the School. - ”
We extend tohs family our sincere- sympathy Edrtor

O N o Student Hrghl‘ight |
\ Thls month’s student is Teral D ‘Walker. Teral is a member of the Laura Street
congregatien_m Plant City, Florida. He has been a Chrrstran sinice. August 1980. Both hrs
father and athé:):—m«law are-gospel preachers Hrs Avife’s: name 1§ Damelle and he has
‘ong daughter Brergha M. Walker.. .
I addrtron to his preachmg preparatron he is five classes from graduatron in —
secular college with a“Lrberal Arts Major Heé has servedin the Army Reserve l986-
1994, and is currently in the Navy Reserve Teral'i is avarlable for part time preachlng He
can be centacted atthe school. .. . ‘
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