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Ted Wheeler
Added to the Board of Directors

n writing of his work with the church in
Ghana, Ted provides insight

into his work and service for §
the Lord. He writes in part as follows:

“It all started back in 1980 when
one Sunday evening we first heard of the
work being done in Ghana. During the
presentation the point was made that when
it comes to our obligation to the Lord’s
words in Mark 16:15 —we either need to
“go” or be helping others to go. Renee and
I were both surprised when we returned
home and both said that we would like to
go. The campaign was just six weeks away. We
started getting our vaccinations, arranged to leave
Trevor with our parents, took a six week leave of
absence from my work and left for six weeks of work
in Ghana.

_ “And our lives have never been the same
since. What a blessing to be personally involved in
doing mission work and developing lifetime
friendships with so many fine brethren both here in
the States and in Ghana.

“By mid 1981, Renee and I decided we would
like to move to Ghana and work full-time with our
brethren there. We put our house up for sale, and in
September, while I made another campaign trip,
Renee sold our home.

“It was hard to leave family and so many good
friends at Redford, Michigan where I had attended for
28 years. On January 1, 1982, we moved to Florida
where we began two years of full-time study at the
Florida School of Preaching in Lakeland. Again, the

Trisha, Ted, Troy, Renee
Trevor not pictured

Lord blessed us, with many new friends: instructors

and other students and members from
| area congregations. Especially the
range Street church in Auburndale,
| which helped us through school and
ponsored our family when the time
ame to'move to Ghana.’

“In 1984, we completed our
| studies and in August we moved to
| Tema, Ghana. During this time we
worshiped primarily with the church in
Ashaiman and helped establish a
number of new congregations. I also had
the privilege to teach a number of fine men at NBI
(National Bible Institute) overseen by Nsawan Road
church in Accra. During this time we were also
blessed with two more children: Trisha and Troy.

“In 1989 we made the move back to the States
and located with the church in Venice. Again, we
were blessed to be surrounded by such wonderful
Christians. Since 1989 we have continued to conduct
annual campaigns to Ghana, Togo & Senegal.”

Ted not only serves as the full-time evangelist
for the congregation in Venice, he is also one of the
elders. .

Knowing the devotion he and his family have
for the cause of Christ, we know you, along with us,
are delighted that Ted is willing to serve on the Board
of Directors of the Florida School of Preaching. With
his devotion to the Lord and wisdom gained by years
of mission work, and local work, we believe he will
contribute much to the direction of the Florida School
of Preaching. £
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Is Our Building According to Code?

Let us consider the
following passage, reflecting
upon our obligations as the
people of God. “For we are
God’s fellow workers; you are
God’s field, you are God’s
building. According to the grace
of God which was given to me,
as a wise master builder I have
laid the foundation, and another
builds on it. But let each one take
_ heed how he builds on it. For no
other foundation can anyone lay
than that which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. Now if anyone
builds on this foundation with
gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw, each one’s
work will become clear; for the
Day will declare it, because it
will be revealed by fire; and the
fire will test each one’s work, of
what sort it is. If anyone’s work
which he has built on it endures,
he will receive a reward. If
anyone’s work is burned, he will
suffer loss; but he himself will be
saved, yet so as through fire. Do
you not know that you are the
temple of God and that the Spirit
of God dwells in you? If anyone
defiles the temple of God, God
will destroy him. For the temple
of God is holy, which temple you
are” (1 Cor. 3:9-17, NKJV).

1. God’s Field/Building

It is most important that
we know that the church belongs
to God. Tt has been purchased by
the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28).
That which belongs exclusively
to another, we have no right to
control, modify and or change.

The way a person treats

By
Jackie M. Stearsman

the church of Christ reflects
upon the respect and/or lack of
respect for the church.
2. The Master Builder
Paul, and the inspired
individuals chosen by the Lord,
provide the code (a set of moral

and spiritual directives) for the -

Lord’s building. They provide
the faithful with all that is
necessary to build upon the
foundation (Acts 2:42; 2 Tim.
3:15-17; 1 Tim. 3:14-15).

All too often we hear
something like, “well God has
not said to not do 7
implying that what is not
explicitly prohibited is permitted.

Can you imagine a
builder with a set of prints, and
instructions to build a building
with the philosophy that
whatever is not explicitly
forbidden is permitted?

Let us suppose he is
building a meeting house for
brethren. Those contracted to
build the building receive the
plans and begin to complete the
project. You are asked to check
on the building progress. You
notice that beside the building a
large swimming pool is attached.
Drive to the other side of the
structure and you see a large
tennis court, behind the tennis
court is a riding stable with
horses and equipment. We could
go on but surely the point is
made. You enquire as to the
items listed and you are told,
“Well, the plans do not say, do
not add them.” You continue to
press for justification for such

actions and are given this bit of
“wisdom”: “I attended a church
of Christ recently, and in talking
with them about religious
matters, they said, ‘Since the
Bible does not say do not do
something, it must be the case
that it is all right to do it.” Is this
true? If it is true in one area, why
is it not true in another.”

Who in their right mind
can not see that such foolishness
would lead to utter chaos in the
building industry? Wonder why
the religious world is as it is?
Think!

3. Mud Hut
. Or Temple of God?

\ Please note that we are
building the temple of God (1
Cor. 3:16-17). Precious
components (gold, silver,
precious stones) should comprise
this building. Are we satisfied
with wood, hay, and straw
“materials™?

Will God accept defective
materials? Paul in another picture
informs us that in a great house
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FLORIDA SCHOOL OF PREACHING
1807 South Florida Avenue, Lakeland, FL. 33803 » (800) 320-9780

“Do You Understand Fellowship?”’

Allen Webster 28th Annual Lectureship — January 20-23, 2003 Freddie Clayton
Jackie M. Stearsman, Director

Monday ‘Wednesday
9:00 What is Fellowship? Micky Bell  9:00 What Does “One Baptism” Have to Do with
9:40 Are the Beatitudes Essential for Fellowship (Part I)? Fellowship? James S. Colwell
V.P. Black 9:40 When May Withdrawal Actions Be Denied?
10:20 BREAK Raymond Sieg
Waymon St ¢ 10:50 Does Love Always Create Unity? Freddie Clayton 10:20 BREAK ] S. Colwell
AYMOR SUMMELS 4.3 L UNCH 10:50 May Forsaking the Assembly Break Fellowship? ~ ~2Imes 9. L0Iwe
: J. H. Blackman, Jr. -
Fellowship Questions: Autonomy 11:30 LUNCH
1:30 Individual Freedom Steven T. Eddy Fellowship Questions: John’s Epistles
2:00 Congregational Freedom Timothy Kidwell  1:30 Fellowship and First John ‘W.E. Hamblen
2:30 Brotherhood Solidarity . JoeL.Lee 2:00 Fellowship and Second and Third John
3:00 BREAK ‘Waymon Summers
3:30 Forum: Autonomy 2:30 Harmonizing Love and Truth in John’s Writings
4:30 DINNER Jeff Clark ** -
Gene Stilwell  6:30 Congregational Singing 3:00 BREAK Billy R. Davidson

7:00 Does My Conduct Promote Fellowship (Eph. 4:1-3)? 3:30 Forum; John's Epistles
William Howard  4:30 DINNER
7:45 Does Truth Produce Division (Pr. 28:4)? 6:30 Congregational Singing
Jimmy Clark  7:00 Old Testament Insight to Fellowslnp
Kenneth Fluellen, Sr.
Tuesday 7:45 Parting Company Without Breaking Fellowship
9:00 What Does “One Lord” Have to Do with Roy Dicks
Fellowship? Bill Greer
Raymond Sieg ~ 9:40 Are the Beatitudes Essential for Fellowship (Part II)? Thursday .
V.P.Black  9:00 Are there Practical Factors in Refusing Fellowship? Derrel Davis

10:20 BREAK Gene Stilwell
10:50 Does Grace Cover Division? Jimmy Clark ~ 9:40 Is Eating a Common Meal Fellowship?
11:30 LUNCH Steve Atnip
10:20 BREAK
Fellowship Questions: Corinthian Fellowship 10:50 Are there Practical Factors in Restoring
1:30 Doctrinal Issues Marlin Kilpatrick Fellowship? Tom Holland
2:00 Expedient Issues Billy R. Davidson  11:30 LUNCH
il 2:30 Is Biblical Love the Key to Maintaining Fellowship? Fellowship Questions: Paul’s Epistles =
Joe L. Lee Derrel Davis  1:30 Romans 16:17-20 J. Brooks Boyd, Jr. Roy Dicks
3:00 BREAK 2:00 Romans 14:1-23 Allen Webster
3:30 Forum: Corinthian Fellowship 2:30 Second Thessalonians 3:6-15 Brian R. Kenyon
4:30 DINNER 3:00 BREAK
6:30 Congregational Singing 3:30 Forum: Paul’s Epistles
7:00 How is Fellowship Related to Fruit Bearing? 4:30 DINNER
Jimmie B. Hill  6:30 Congregational Singing
7:45 Speaking on Programs Where Questionable People  7:00 What Does “One Hope” Have to Do with
Appear Terry M. Hightower Fellowship? Leslie Bland
- : 7:45 Encouraging Brethren in a Splintered Fellowshi
Marlin Kilpatrick Tom Holfa nd Steven T. Eddy

Timothy Kidwell William Howard  Tom Holland Jimmie B.Hill  Temry M. Hightower ~ W.E. Hamblen Bill Greer Kenneth Fluellen

e . “Do You Understand Fellowship”’ . $16%
: Broadcasf l.IVe BOOk Do You Understand Worship? (‘02) .....cocvcriveunneee reverreressrnes vereeressenaenne $16%

‘ -1 Do You Understand Leadership? (‘01 ) ........... e rvenaens TR $16%°

-0n ﬂle Iﬂfer"e'l' Pr’ces Do You Understand Preaching? (‘00) ......coviseeun ettt e enatsanes $16°
: {. All Prices What Does It Mean To Be A Christian Like Paul? (‘99) ....ccccvceniviennnins $15%

at www. sop.nef Ig_clude Postage  Meeting The Challenging Tests Of Life (‘98) vvvvvvvvvvvsssss v e $14

Ll : BN Credit cards accepted If The Foundations Be Destroyed, What Can The Righteous Do? (‘97) . $14%
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there may be vessels of honor
and vessels of dishonor. “But in
a great house there are not only
vessels of gold and silver, but
also of wood and clay, some for
honor and some for dishonor.
Therefore if anyone cleanses
himself from the latter, he will be
a vessel for honor, sanctified and
useful for the Master, prepared
for every good work” (2 Tim.
2:20-21, NKJV).

4. Our Building

Will Be Tested by God.

Let us understand that we

are not God, but we are working

* to build up the church of God.

Our work will be tested
by God, but if the work we have
done fails due to no fault of our
own (implied in the total
context), we may be saved even
though we suffer loss.
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However, it should also
be understood that our work
must endure severe tests (fervent,
fiery tests). “Beloved, do not
think it strange concerning the
fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing
happened to you; but rejoice to
the extent that you partake of
Christ’s sufferings, that when
His glory is revealed, you may

also be glad with exceeding joy”

(1 Peter 4:12-13, NKJV).

Likewise, we must
understand that our labor to build
up the temple of God (the church
of Christ) may result in
condemnation on our part. We
may build, and the manner of our
building destroys the temple of
God.

The temple of God is
Holy (different, set apart). Those

who equate it with other religious
bodies (buildings, fellowships) do
greatly err (2 Cor. 6:14-7:1).
5. Corinth Was Reformed

We must never leave
Corinth a corrupted temple of
God. She repented, cleansed
herself of the problems cited by
Paul in First Corinthians. Six
month later, when Paul wrote
Second Corinthians, he
commended them in the most
favorable terms (2 Cor. 7:8-16).

Conclusion

Are we building the
temple of God as His master
builder designed it? Our work
will be tested by God.
A Are we building
according to code? Will it stand
the tests of God?
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