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Arrogant “Humility”
By

We are being saturated
with comments coming from
many quarters that call for serious
reflection on the nature of the
churches of Christ and personal
accountability. The Lord makes
us aware of those who are less
than what they should be in their
religious pursuits.

Ourreligious attitudes and
actions should cause serious
reflection-they must be done with
more than the desire to be seen by
men. Take heed that you do not
do your charitable deeds before
men, to be seen by them.
Otherwise you have no reward
Jrom your Father in heaven
(Matt. 6:1 NKJV),

The Lord wused the
following items to impress this
upon us: giving (Matt. 6:2-4), our
prayers (Matt. 6:5-15), and
fasting (Matt. 6:16-18).

There are those who
criticize us for not keeping the
traditions of men in our worship
(when we refuse to worship in an
unauthorized manner), and we,
like the Lord, would have them
know that they transgress the law
of God by their traditions.

Then came to Jesus scribes and
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Pharisees, which were of
Jerusalem, saying, Why do thy
disciples transgress the tradition
of the elders? for they wash not
their hands when they eat bread,
But he answered and said unto
them, Why do ye also transgress
the commandment of God by
your tradition? For God
commanded, saying, Honour thy
Jather and mother: and, He that
curseth father or mother, let him
die the death. But ye say,
Whosoever shall say to his father
or his mother, It is a gift, by
whatsoever thou mightest be
profited by me; And honour not
his father or his mother, he shall
be free. Thus have ye made the
commandment of God of none
effect by your tradition. Ye
hypocrites, well did Esaias
prophesy of you, saying, This
people draweth nigh unto me
with their mouth, and honoureth
me with their lips; but their heart
is far from me. But in vain they
do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of
men (Matt. 15:1-9 KJV).

If we desire God’s
approval, we cannot participate
in that which the Lord does not

authorize.

(1) We must have the
authority of Christ for our every
attitude and action. And whatever
you do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father
thrqugh Him (Col. 3:17).

(2) We know that what
one church is to practice all
churches are to practice. For this
reason I have sent Timothy to .
you, who is my beloved and
Jaithful son in the Lord, who will
remind you of my ways in Christ,
as I teach everywhere in every
church (1 Cor. 4:17).

(3) We know that if we
go beyond the teachings of Christ
we lose the privileged fellowship
of our Lord. Whoever
transgresses and does not abide
in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. He who abides in the
doctrine of Christ has both the
Father and the Son. If anyone
comes to you and does not bring
this doctrine, do not receive him
into your house nor greet him;
Jor he who greets him shares in
his evil deeds (2 John 9-11).

Those who seek to
persuade us to violate our
conscience and God’s will do so
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in a variety of ways. The
following examples are
suggestive:

“Professional Confessors”

In the past several years,
we have had an eldership to
confess the sin of division for
some who may have caused
division in other congregations.
(Crossroads Elders, Spiritual
Growth Workshop, July 28,
1990) We have had preachers
publically confess for errors done
by “their” brethren years ago for
causing division. J. E. Choate,
“What Came Out of Jubilee ‘977”
bible-infonet.org/ff/articles,
states: “We do not need to
apologize for our faith and love
for the church. Let Rubel Shelly
and Victor Knowles confess their
own sins, not for the life of David
Lipscomb.”

“Professional Proclaimers”

Recently, we have been
treated with a gathering where
preachers promoted division
under the banner of “unity.” They
publicly proclaimed their
acceptance of division, and shed
tears over their present state of
division (The .Christian
Chronicle, August 2006).

Questions: Will the
proclaimers remove the cause of
the division? Will the tears over
division unite those who refuse to
compromise? If not, why all the
publicity over grown men
shedding tears and swapping
Bibles?

“University Promoters”
Colleges among some are
seemingly eager to take the lead
on promoting division under the

theme of unity. Those who wish
to serve God will guard against
the promoters from these
institutions (Chronicle).

Affirmation
It should be understood
that an eldership or preacher has
no authority to confess sins for
the dead or living. Could the
“professional confessors” be

THINK:

FOR WIE DARE NOT CLASS
OURSELVES OR COMPARE OURSELVES
WITH THOSE WHO COMMEND
THEMSELVES. BUT THEY, MEASURING
THEMSELVES BY THEMSELVES, AND
COMPARING THHEMSELVES AMONG
THEMSELVES, ARE NOT WISE (2 COR.
10:12 NKJY).

FOR NOT OF wWHO COMMENDS
HIMSELF IS APPROVED, BUT WHOM THE
LORD COMMENDS (2 COR. 10:18).

CASTING DOVWN ARCUMENTS
AND EVERY HIGH THING THAT EXALTS
ITSELF AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF
GOD, BRINGING EVERY THOUGHT INTO
CAPIIVITY 10 THE OBEDIENCE OF
CHRIST (2 COR. 10:5).

baptized. for the dead? Could
they repent for the unrepentant
soul? Could they believe for the
unbelieving?

The Bible states: If we
confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness (1 John 1:9
KJV).

I cannot confess for you,
and you cannot confess for me. If
I have sinned against you, it will
do me no good to confess this to
another. I alone must make it
right with you (Matt. 5:23-26;
18:15-20; James 5:16).

Any institutions,
elderships, or preachers
arrogantly assuming that their

confession of wrong for others
LOUDLY PROCLAIM that
either they are not informed in
the teaching of the Bible, or they
do not care what the Bible
teaches in such matters.

Sin and wrong doing are
individual matters. We refuse to
transgress the laws of our God
for the traditions of men—we care
not what denomination of men or
movement of men it may be, or
in what country that movement
or denomination had its origin.

No amount of public
“tears” and exchange of family
Bibles will unite truth loving
people in error.

Will not informed
brethren who know and love the
truth consider such public
displays for what they
are—ceremonies to be_seen by
men?

If we were to participate
in such displays of error, would
we not be playing the hypocrite
and manifesting an arrogant
humility?

Q
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“Do You Understand the God of the Bible?” ‘
32" Annual Lectureship Jan. 15-18, 2007 Jackie M. Stearsman, Director Chnscﬂ

MONDAY WEDNESDAY
9:00 Known by Descriptive Names Robert McAnally  9:00 God Makes Himself Known Gaylon West
9:40 The God of the Bible is Holy Bruce Daugherty ~ 9:40 The God of the Bible and Human Free Will Jimmy Clark
10:20 BREAK 10:20 BREAK
10:50 Rejection of the God of the Bible Freddie Clayton  10:50 The God of the Bible and Christ J. Brooks Boyd, Jr.
11:30 LUNCH 11:30 LUNCH
: Foanm: Perversions of the God of the Bible Forum: Perfection and the God of the Bible 2
Gaylon West 1:30 Religious Fjglts Gene Burgett  1:30 God's Sovereignty Earl D. Edwards BmcDau hert
ol 2:00 World Religions Ted Wheeler  2:00 God’s Infinite Nature Bill Greer sherty
2:30 Evolution George F. Beals  2:30 God Cannot Lie Freddie Clayton
3:00 BREAK 3:00 BREAK
3:30 Questions and Answers on Forum Topic 3:30 Questions and Answers on Forum Topic
4:30 DINNER 4:30 DINNER
6:30 Congregational Singing 6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 The God of the Bible is a Jealous God Rick Kenyoni  7:00 God Desires Mercy and Sacrifice Marcus Grayson
7:45 The God of the Bible is Generous  Jackie M. Stearsman  7:45 The God of the Bible and Post-Modernism Ear} Edwards
Jackie Stearsman TUESDAY THURSDAY Earl D, Edwards
9:00 God is Not the Author of Confusion  James E. Rogers ~ 9:00 The God of the Bible and Justice Jon McCormack
9:40 The God of the Bible Can Be Known Jody Apple  9:40 God and Augustinian/Calvinistic Influences  Steve Atnip
10:20 BREAK 10:20 BREAK N
10:50 Intefligent Design Daniel Stearsman 10:50 The God of the Bible Is All-Knowing Bob Bauer
11:30 LUNCH 11:30 LUNCH
Forunt: Attacks Against the God of the Bible Forum: Comfort and the God of the Bible
1:30 Atheism and Agnosticism Jody Apple 1:30 Grace and the God of the Bible Chris Coil
2:00 Denying the Godhead (Trinity) Brian R. Kenyon 2:00 The God of the Bible Is Faithful Ryan Roark
: @il 2:30 Denying God’s Personality Bill Greer 2:30 Comfort and the God of the Bible Bruce Daugherty i - :
David Stearsiman 3:00 BREAK 3:00 BREAK George Franklin
3:30 Questions and Answers on Forum Topic 3:30 Questions and Answers on Foram Topic
4:30 DINNER 4:30 DINNER
6:30 Congregational Singing 6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 God Provides All Our Needs David Stearsman 7:00 God and Human Accountability George Franklin
7:45 God is Not a Respecter of Persons Jimmy Clarck  7:45 The God of the Bible and Singing Tom Holland
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Florida School of Preaching Proudly Presents Our Fourteenth Bound Lectureship Yolume

“Do You Understand the God of the Bible?”. . . .*16

Understanding the God of the Bible is essential. This lectureship will shed valuable light on the subject. The book will not only include the oral
presentations, but also an appendix on topics related to the God of the Bible. Everyone will benefit from a copy of the material in this book!

Previous lectureship hooks available:

Do You Understand Restoration? (*06) . ... ... ... $ New CD containing all our lectureship
Do You Understand Church Growth? (\05). . ..... .. 516 books (1994-2007) will be available by
Do You Understand the Grace of God? (‘04) ....... 16 lectureship time. Reserve yours today!
Do You Understand Fellowship? (‘03) . ........ ... 516 (800) 320-9780

Do You Understand Worship? (F02) ........... ... 516

Prices Include Postage + Credit Cards Accepted For quality class study notes go to www.fsop.net
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am writing this report the night before my first
class of the fall semester. As seasons go it is still
summer, but once classes begin my routine is in the fall
mode. This fall will be a busy one. In addition to

classes, I have several speaking engagements to attend

over the next several months.
August 26

Lectureship, South Seminole church of Christ, Winter
Park, Florida

September 1 -3
“Live Saved” youth rally, Central Florida Bible Camp

September 27- October 1

Gospel Meeting, Gulf Breeze, Florida

October 15-18
Gospel Meeting, Live Oak, Florida

November 5-8
Gospel Meeting, Double Springs, Alabama

In July T was able to visit with several
congregations in Alabama. The church in Double
Springs, Alabama, began supporting the Florida School

of Preaching last year. The Double Springs church is’

very active in the work of the Lord. In addition to
supporting FSOP they also help several missionary
efforts throughout the world. One of the things that has
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long impressed me about them is their attendance. 1
receive their bulletin, which usually lists the attendance
figures for their assemblies. Most congregations have a
considerable drop in attendance when comparing
Sunday evening and Wednesday assemblies to Sunday
morning. Double Springs is happily an exception to this
rule as attendance to all of their assemblies is quite
uniform. I am looking forward to being with the Double
Springs church for a gospel meeting in November,

Though my speaking schedule is quite busy this
fall, I still covet any and every opportunity afforded me
to speak to churches and individuals regarding the work
of the Florida School of Preaching. Our student body is
larger this year than it has been in several years. We are
thankful for the confidence men have shown us in
committing themselves to our instruction. The larger
student body does, however, demand more of our
already strained financial resources. If you can help us
in this matter please contact me and let’s arrange an
opportunity to meet.

Gene Burgett
burgett@atlantic.net
352-339-3195
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