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You Need These Books;
You Need This Material!
Consider carefully leadership should

and prayerfully the inserted
passage and observations.

1. The passage
teaches that when Christ
returned to the right hand of
God, He prepared men to
provide truth to direct the
early church in the truth
(Acts 2:42; John 14:26;
16:13; 1 John 2:20, 27; Phil.
3:15-16) until their work was
full-grown—fully developed,
resulting in the body of truth
we know as the Bible, “the
unity of the faith.”

2. From this passage, we
learn that this complete and fully
developed faith (Jude 3) has a
number of specific objectives: (a)
It makes possible the maturing
(perfecting) of the individuals
(saints), (b) it provides direction
for the work of ministering
(service), (c) it enables the body
of Christ to be built up, (d) it will
enable saints to avoid being
“tossed to and fro and carried
about with every wind of
doctrine, by the slight of men in
craftiness, after the wiles of
error,” (e) it equips the saints to
speak the truth in love that we all

And he gave some to be apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, unto the work of
ministering, unto the building up of the body of Christ: till
we all attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ: that we may be no
longer children, tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness,
after the wiles of error; but speaking truth in love, we may
grow up in all things into him, who is the head, even Christ;
from whom all the body fitly framed and knit together
through that which every joint supplieth, according to the
working in due measure of each several part, maketh the
increase of the body unto the building up of itself in love

seriously their goal to be sure
that the congregation under
their direction builds itself up,
avoiding error, able to speak
the truth in love, so that their
congregation might advance
the building up of the body of
Christ throughout the world.
Congregations, must

take seriously the objectives
set forth in points “a” through

(Eph. 4:11-16 ASV).
————— " © T12Y be a part may not be as

might grow up in Him who is
the head of His church, and (f)
finally, it makes possible for the
body of Christ, the church of
Christ to build itself up in love.
Application

Personally, points “a”
through “f”’ above teach us that
each child of God should
develop into a servant of the
Lord, able to help others to
mature and serve so that the
body of Christ might build itself
up in love, and able to speak the
truth in love without being
tossed to and fro by the cunning
craftiness of men.

Oversight, Those in

“f.” The congregation of which

mature as it should be. We
must dedicate ourselves to seeing
that the congregation is maturing
under the guidelines established by
the inspired apostles and prophets,
the architects of the Lord’s church.
Expediency
When God gave orders to
the inspired leaders of the church
He made provision for expediency
in carrying out His directives.
With obligatory items, there is
inherent an area of expediency.
Expediency does not alter the
authorized action. Expediency
takes into view what would
provide advantage, without
altering the obligatory action, in
carrying out the will of God.
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Expediency may be
contrasted with the idea of
impeding a given duty or
obligation. To impede an action
is to hinder that action; to
expedite an action is to give
advantage to carrying out that
action,

Support Materials

In planning and
presenting our annual lectureship,
we have kept in mind the above
matters as well as other principles
from the Bible that support the
same philosophy.

In the 2007 volume we
are emphasizing the need to
understand the God of the Bible.
This is a most important issue. If
we know that God is no respecter
of persons, then we know that
what He requires of all men today
is the same. Likewise, we know
that what God does for one He
does for all.

With a proper view of

God as revealed in the Bible, we
may avoid the multiple false
claims made by Pentecostalism.
This volume should provide a
starting point in this most needed
study.

In the 2006 volume, Do
You Understand Restoration? We
focused our attention on the need
to place the Bible as supreme in
our pursuit of serving God. We
have no desire to be a part of any
“movement” dedicated to men.
We maintain in this volume that
we can return to the Bible and
make proper application of its
truth to our life today. If we keep
in view the Ephesian passage
cited above, we must understand
the concept of restoration. How
else may we “keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace”

(Eph. 4:1-6)?

In the 2005 volume we
asked the question and provided
Biblical directives to Do _you
Understand Church Growth?
Surely a respect for Ephesians
4:11-16 requires us to give
serious attention to growth and
development under Divine
directives.

Not all growth is
sanctioned by the Bible. Do we
know the difference? Can we
help others to understand this
needed component of
Christianity? I know of no better
place to start this study than the
materials prepared by our writers
of this volume.

In 2004, we asked the
question Do You Understand
the Grace of God? It is possible
to receive the grace of God in
vain (2 Cor. 6:1), and some
would turn the grace of God into
a license to sin (Jude 4; Rom.
6:1-2).

If we are to develop
souls for God, we must
understand the grace of God.
Some would model their view of
grace from the ideas and
concepts of men; however, we
call attention to the need to
return to the Bible for the proper
understanding of this- blessing
from God (Tit. 2:11-12).

In 2003, Do You
Understand Fellowship? became
our point of emphasis.
Fellowship with God means
walking in the light/truth.
Fellowship with God means
forgiveness of sins (1 John 1:1-
10).

There are extreme
positions parroted by some with
this subject. We must

understand the extent and limit of
fellowship if we are to please God.
We must not be swayed by men in
this regard. We must be merciful
and longsuffering in this regard,
considering continually our need
to be peace makers as well as
defenders of the faith (Jude 3;
Matt. 5:9).

This volume was prepared
with these goals in mind, and we
are confident that it will provide
the diligent student of the Bible
with supporting material for the
teaching of the Bible on
fellowship.

In the 2002 volume we
asked and provided answers to the
subject of worship—-Do_ You
Understand Worship?

If we return to the Bible for
directives we know that worship is
a major element of our service to
our God. God seeks true
worshipers, and we desire to be a
true worshiper of God (John 4:22-
24).

One of the first signs of a
departure from the faith comes in
the manner of worship. Many have
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come to the conclusion that
God’s mandates for worship
should be more pleasing to man
than to God. Are you mature
enough to deal with some of the
false views of worship? Are you
aware that many of the false
views of worship have been
answered in years past? If you
have this volume, you will have
an excellent source of supporting
material to help the congregation
of which you are a part to avoid
being led astray by uncertain
sounds that are bombarding
unstable and unsteadfast souls (2
Pet. 3:15-18).

In 2001, we turned our
attention to leadership. (Do You
Understand Leadership?) As has
been mentioned earlier in these
reflections, we called attention to
the need for leaders of the Lord’s
church to take inventory of
themselves (Acts 20:28). Leaders,
how are you feeding the flock
under your oversight? Leaders,
how are you preparing those
under your protective care to be
aware of the attacks from both
within and without the body of
Christ?

There are many “change
agents” who have as their agenda
to change the church of Christ,
and they know that this means
changing leadership. Do we
understand the seriousness of this
threat? Do we manifest a proper
concern for the threat? This
volume on leadership will
provide a starting point in having
materials to confront the enemy,
protect the innocent, and
encourage the faithful. You, we,
need this volume.

In the 2000 lectureship
volume, peaching was the focus—

Do You Understand Preaching?
In our Life of Paul Class
at the Florida School of
Preaching, we emphasize the
role of preaching using Paul as
our primary model. The
objective of the class is to show
that “You can not evangelize the
world more rapidly than you can
establish and stabilize
churches.” Likewise, you can
not establish and stabilize
churches without someone doing
the work of a preacher.
Preaching involves talking, but it
is more than making a speech.

Some have no true
understanding of the role of
preaching. Does your, my, view
of preaching come from men or
from God? There are but these
two possibilities!

Leaders in the church
need to understand the great
value of Bible based preaching.
Preaching has the potential of
saving souls or leading souls
into condemnation (2 Tim. 2:14-
26; 1 Tim. 4:16).

The Board of Directors
of the Florida School of
Preaching, in December 0f2006,
approved for 2008 the
lectureship theme, Do You
Understand the Biblical View of
Man?

This topic is being
developed at this time. The
Board is confident that it will
make a valuable contribution to
the mandates of God as written
by Paul in Ephesians 4.

Conclusion
We have provided this
brief overview of a series of our
lectureship volumes that are still
available in hard back editions
as well as on CD format. Great

care and energy has been exerted
by those who have provided
chapters in each volume.

Great care should be given
to our personal growth and
development if we are to develop
faithful Christians and leaders.
How are we to evangelize the
world without stabilizing
congregations.

You need these books; you
needs these materials! I am
confident that these published
volumes developed by the Florida
School of Preaching will be of
lasting value world wide.

You do not just need one
of these volumes, you need all of
them. Each volume singles out one
issue, defines it and provides both
positive and negative items
relative to that subject.

, If we are to be New
Testament Christians, we must
know what that means. In
understanding what it means to be
a Christian, we must understand
the God of the Bible, Restoration,
Growth, Grace, Fellowship,
Worship, Leadership, Preaching,
et al.

If we are to understand the
attacks made against the religion
of Jesus Christ as revealed in the
Bible we will have to address
these and other topics.

You need these books;
you need these materials! You
can help evangelize the world by
distributing good teaching
materials.

Do you have these
volumes? If you are not a
preacher, does your preacher have
these volumes? Be sure that these
volumes are in the library of your
congregation. [Editor]

Q
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Gene Burgett
Report

Mid-January is a time of
well-deserved, much-needed rest
for many people. December was
life lived in the fast lane, moving
from store to store and sale to sale
looking for the perfect gift for the
person who has everything.

After weeks of searching
store after store before Christmas,
we spend our time during the
holidays moving from relative to
relative knowing someone will be
unhappy with the small amount of
time they were allotted.

Aside from the festivities
associated with the New Year,
early January is also filled with
days devoted to returning items
that are the wrong color, wrong
size, wrong style, wrong model,
ete.

Finally, it is mid-January
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and there is time to relax—unless
you work with the Florida School
of Preaching. January 15-18 will
be the 32™ annual Florida School
of Preaching Lectureship. This is
the busiest single week of the year
for FSOP. Visitors from all over
the country will make their way to
central Florida for something
better than Mickey Mouse. Those
who attend the FSOP Lectures
will be greatly rewarded for their
effort with four days of lessons on
the theme: “Do You Understand
the God of the Bible?”

Though nothing can
actually equal attending the
lectures in person, it is possible to
listen to each lesson as it is
delivered via the internet
(www.fsop.net). The oral delivery
of each lesson may also be
purchased on CD, and the entire
lectureship has been preserved in

book form available by contacting
the school office (1-800-320-9780).

The student body of the
school has been growing steadily
over the past few years. This means
our need for support is greater than
ever. New students need support,
and the school is always falling
short of the funds necessary just to
pay the monthly bills. If any of our
readers knows an individual or a
congregation you believe may be
interested in supporting the work of
training men to preach, please
contact me and I will arrange to
meet with the interested party and
answer any questions they may have
about the Florida School of
Preaching.

Gene Burgett
352-339-3195
burgett@atlantic.net
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