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Respecting The Past
While Planning For The Future

By Jackie M. Stearsman, Director

Every congregation of the Lord’s church (or work of the
church) must be clearly anchored in the truth set forth in the
past, but it must also set goals and objectives for the future.
Joshua was told to pay close attention to the Law of Moses
as he led the Israelites into the promised land (Josh. 1:1-18).
Caleb, and the contemporary generation entering the land,
with but few exceptions, followed the will of the Lord and
subdued the land (Josh. 21:43-45).

Practical Reflections

The Florida School of Preaching was established on a
firm foundation. The goal has always been to strengthen the
churches in the State of Florida, and to train faithful servants
in the cause of Christ. The Florida School of Preaching had
strong and dedicated leaders to begin the work. B. C. Carr
and G. K. Wallace, with the encouragement of the South
Florida Avenue congregation in Lakeland, Florida, along
with others who joined their ranks, carried the school for-
ward from having classes part-time to a full-time schedule.

As the board of directors selected Brian R. Kenyon to
become the next director of the Florida School of Preaching,
the foundation is being maintained as the progress of training
men to strengthen churches not only in Florida but through-
out the world is the persistent goal. Brian, being a product of
the school, understands the roots of the school and has faith-
fully served the school for a number of years. Along with
Brian are other men who are products of the school and are
standing at his side as the school looks to the future.

Ted Wheeler and his wife, Renee, are products of the
school. Ted and Renee lived in Ghana, West Africa, for five
years following their completion of studies at the school.

Ted has returned for more than a quarter of a century to es-
tablish churches there and strengthen the churches in various
locations in Ghana. Ted ‘s a part of the faculty that will be
serving with Brian as the school moves forward.

Gene Burgett is a product of the school. Gene has for
a number of years taught classes both at the South Florida
Avenue location as well as extension classes in High Springs
and in Alachua, Florida. Gene also serves as the director of
public relations for the Florida School of Preaching. He will
be by Brian’s side as the school progresses into the future,
building on the foundation started by the original founders
of the school.

Maurice Davis is a product of the school, and he has
taught classes for a number of years. Brother Davis is the
minister of the Sixth Street congregation in Lakeland. He
has served on the board of directors, and he will continue to
be a part of the faculty as the school moves forward under
the board and direction given by brother Kenyon.

Mike Elledge is a product of the school. Mike preach-
es for the Spring Head congregation in Plant City, Florida.
Mike has taught classes in the extension system and is pres-
ently teaching a class at South Florida Avenue.

Bob Bauer is a product of the school. Bob preaches
for the Orange Street congregation in Auburndale, Florida,
where he also serves as one of the elders. Bob, like Ted, has
gone to Ghana for a number of years starting congregations
and strengthening the brethren there. Bob teaches an ex-
tension class of the school that meets in the Orange Street
church building in Auburndale.
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In addition to those who are products of the school,
there are others like brother J. H. Blackman, Jr., who has
taught classes for the school for a number of years. J, H. is
the preacher for the North Lakeland congregation, in Lake-
land, Florida, and also serves as secretary of the board of
directors. Congregations requesting an extension class in
their area work with the school’s board of directors. Local
churches are strengthened as faculty from their area are se-
lected by their elderships and approved by the board of di-
rectors so that these classes conform to the standards set by
the board and detailed in the school catalog. At the present
time these include Stephen C. Atnip, who preaches for the
Black Creek congregation, Middleburg, Florida, and teaches
in the extension class in Jacksonville, Florida. James S. Col-
well preaches for the Wesconnett congregation in Jackson-
ville, Florida, where he, like Stephen, teaches classes in the
extension program meeting in their building. Miles Peeples
preaches for the Chaffee Road congregation, and teaches an
extension class in the Wesconnett rotation of classes.

Pride And Confidence

As the Florida School of Preaching moves forward with
Brian R. Kenyon as the director, the supporters and students
can rest assured that the school will be rooted in the stability

that has characterized the school from the beginning. Any
institution must plan on reproducing the components which
give it legitimacy, while always seeking new and better ways
to accomplish the tasks assigned it. I am confident that the
Florida School of Preaching is doing this.

The Florida School of Preaching has avoided the ex-
tremes that have often plagued works of the church. In-
formed souls are aware that most of the time these extreme
positions self-destruct. There will always be those who think
they can better direct someone else’s business (1 Pet. 4:15),
but have great difficulty managing their own. With the sta-
bility that characterized the beginning of the school, and the
finished products of the school as faculty along with faithful
and stable leaders upholding the school, the Florida School
of Preaching should continue to be of service in training ser-
vants of the Lord. To this end we are confident in the present
status of the school and having nothing but good in view as
Brian R. Kenyon and the dedicated faculty take the school
forward. They deserve our continued and expanded sup-

port. &

unless the Loxp builds the house, They Labor in vain
who build it; Unless the Logd quards the cit7, The
whatchman stays awake in Viin. (Ps. 1271, N

PRINCIPLES OF PERPETUATION

By Brian R. Kenyon

The nation of Israel came into being by the mighty hand of God through the events surrounding the deliver-
ance of His people from Egyptian bondage (Ex. 1-15). Following this defining event in Israel’s history, Moses
showed himself a great leader of God’s people. Inspiration testifies: “And there arose not a prophet since in Israel
like unto Moses, whom the Lorp knew face to face” (Deut. 34:10). Moses, however, could not lead Israel forever.

In fact, no human being can lead forever on this earth. After all, if nothing
else, “it is appointed unto men once to die” (Heb. 9:27). Thus, it is wise to
plan ahead for leadership to continue. As the Florida School of Preaching
will undergo a change of directorship over the next year, examining prin-
ciples of perpetuating the soundness and purpose of the school are in order.
Perhaps the greatest example of the transferal of leadership found in the
Bible is the transition that took place from Moses to Joshua. Let us examine
three principles from God’s charge to Joshua concerning the perpetuation
of leadership that includes the perpetuation of the very Biblical qualities
and sound goals upon which the Florida School of Preaching was instituted

and has always stood.
PLANNING AHEAD

God’s charge to Joshua is introduced with the following words: “Now
after the death of Moses the servant of the Lorb it came to pass, that the
Lorp spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying” (Josh.
1:1). From these opening words, two truths emerge. First, present earthly
leadership cannot continue forever. Again, Moses was a great leader, but he
too must “go the way of all the earth” (1 Kgs. 2:2). Since God is all-knowing,
nothing takes Him by surprise, and so the unfolding of history is in a sense
according to His will (cf. Dan. 4:17). We, on the other hand are not omni-
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scient; thus, we must plan accord-
ing to God’s will (Jas. 4:15). Includ-
ed in those plans must be the trans-
feral of leadership at some point in
the future. How many institutions,
local churches included, have fallen
apart or even ceased existing be-
cause no plans were made concern-
ing future leadership?

Second, Joshua being referred
to as “Moses’ minister” (Josh. 1:1)
indicates that he was already pre-
pared for leadership. Joshua was
not a new comer. Most notably,
he faithfully served in battle (Ex.
17:8-16), and he was one of only two
spies who had faith enough in God
to take the land (Num. 14:6-10).

The school’s board of directors
and Jackie M. Stearsman are to be
commended for planning ahead. As
the previous article stated, faithful
personnel are in place who are fa-
miliar with the school, its purpose,
and its guide, the Bible.

PRACTICAL ASPECTS

God charged the new leader of
Israel, “now therefore arise...5as I
was with Moses, so I will be with
thee: I will not fail thee, nor for-
sake thee. ®Be strong and of a good
courage...”Only be thou strong and
very courageous, that thou may-
est observe to do according to all
the law, which Moses my servant
commanded thee: turn not from it
to the right hand or to the left, that
thou mayest prosper whithersoever
thou goest. #This book of the law
shall not depart out of thy mouth;
but thou shalt meditate therein day
and night, that thou mayest observe
to do according to all that is written
therein” (Josh. 1:2-8a).

From this instruction, note
three principles of application that
are necessary for the perpetuation
of leadership and purpose in the
Lord. First, “now therefore arise”
indicates that the work must con-
tinue no matter who is involved
with leadership. We must not lose

sight of the goal (cf. Phil. 3:12-14;
Heb. 12:1-2). We must not procras-
tinate, for none of us are promised
tomorrow (cf. Ps. 27:1). When an
organization is properly prepared, a
change of leadership will not thwart
its pursuit of its purpose, but will
continue in stride of its goal.

Second, the repeated mention of
strength and courage (Josh. 1:6-7, 9)
assures us that courage is needed at
times of leadership change. If doing
God’s will under “normal” circum-
stances requires great courage, how
much more so at times like these?
Joshua displayed great courage to
spy out the land (Num. 13:17-20).
Joshua also exhibited great courage
to trust in God that they could take
the land in the face of overwhelm-
ing doubt among his peers (Josh.
14:6-9).

Third, the focus on God’s “book
of the law” necessitates our obedi-
ence to God. Although Joshua lived
under the Law of Moses, which law
is now done away (2 Cor. 3:7, 11,
14), the principle of keeping God’s
law still applies. If we are to accom-
plish the work God has set before
us, we must adhere to God’s au-
thority (Col. 3:17). God’s word must
permeate our souls (Ps. 1:2; 119:97),
and dictate our lives (Jas. 1:22).

PROMISE OF SUCCESS

If Joshua began at once, had
courage, and observed God’s law,
God promised, “then thou shalt
make thy way prosperous, and then
thou shalt have good success. *Have
not I commanded thee? Be strong
and of a good courage; be not afraid,
neither be thou dismayed: for the
Lorp thy God is with thee whither-
soever thou goest” (Josh. 1:8b-9).
Joshua did meet the God-given
conditions and was, therefore, suc-
cessful (cf. Josh. 24:29-31).

Paul asked the question, whose
answer is obvious, “If God be for
us, who can be against us?” (Rom.
8:31). Be assured, the Florida

School of Preaching will continue
to be faithful and fulfill its purpose
in the Lord—training preachers and
preparing souls to better serve the
Lord. Some may be against us, but
with God for us, they cannot defeat
us. As has always been the case, we
could not fulfill our purpose without
your help. We ask for your contin-
ued prayers and financial support
as we continue this great purpose
for which we began in 1969. &

Special Thanks To Our Wonder-

ful Supporters In May 2008*
Florida Churches of Christ: Apopka; Ar-
cadia (Hickory Street); Auburndale (Orange
Street); Bartow (5th Avenue); Bradenton;
Clearwater (Central); Daytona Beach (Bev-
ille Road); Dunnellon; Eagle Lake (Third and
Bay, Iglesia de Cristo); Gainesville (39th Ave-
nue); Greenville; Haines City (Oakland); High
Springs; Jacksonville (Dean Road, Normandy,
Paxon, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland
(6th Street, North Lakeland, South Florida
Avenue); Lithia-Pinecrest; Live Oak; New Port
Richey (River Road); Plant City (Laura Street);
Sarasota (Osprey Avenue); Sebastian; Stuart;
Tampa (Manhattan Avenue}.

Out of State Churches of Christ: Ala-
bama (Double Springs; Prattville, Randolph
Street, Shiloh); Arkansas {Mabelvale, North
Main Street); Georgia (Barnesville); Indi-
ana (Towne Acres, Waynedale, West Side);
Kentucky (Little River); North Carolina (Pike
Road); Oklahoma (East Side); Texas {Canyon
Lake, Evant, Marlin, Third and Dwight); Wis-
consin (Beaver Dam).

Individuals: Bertha Adams, M/M Ken
Blewett, M/M Sam Bolding, M/M Ray Bryan,
M/M John Carter, Annie Chambers, M/M
Reginald Colton, David Deal, Mildred Eales,
Bill Friley, M/M Allen Gardner, Wilma How-
ell, Judy Jones, M/M Brian Kenyon, Walter
Kos, M/M William Laird, M/M Travis Martin,
M/M Robert McKendree, John T. Melvin, Gil-
bert Miller, Edwin Moore, M/M Frank Nor-
ton, Tammi Paye, Uleyssus Richardson, M/M
Ryan Roark, M/M Roger Rosie, M/M Bryon
Schulz, W. E. Smith, Denny & Ramona Smith-
erman, M/M Jackie Stearsman, M/M Charles
Tostige, Charles Verkist, M/M Lazaros Wat-
son, Jack B. Williams, Larry Williams, Al Wo-
odard.

Memorials: B. C. Carr {Sybil Carr); Mamie
Elrod (Johnnie L. Richardson); Ron Jones
{Barbara Foster).

*Our final deposit for the month is made on the
last Wedensday of the month. All contributions
received after that time are reported on the next
month’s finacial statement.
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Lakeland Classes
~ g - Day Time Instructor | Credit
™~ E kS Monda __8:30-12:00 Hebrews and Galatians (21343) Davis 3
U.} g g Y _1:00-4:15 Topical Studies (11334) Kenyon 3
- & %’ __8:30-12:00 Greek 1 (21322) Stearsman 3
< ] | Tuesday |__1:00-4:15 Preparation and Delivery of Sermons (21303) Burgett 3
R __7:00-9:30 Holy Spirit (21350) Blackman 2.5
S oy Wednosday | —830-12:00 [ Life of Paul (21362) Stearsman 3
kR Y | 1:00-4:15 Sermon on the Mount (21380) Kenyon 3
m S : Thursda __8:30-12:00 Ezekiel and Daniel (21314) Stearsman 3
w |BE Yo |__1:00-4:15 World Religions (21375) Wheeler 3
[
,8 z g Frid _8:30-12:00 English Grammar (11324) Kenyon 3
3 g > naay 1 1:00-4:15 Old Testament History (21339) Elledge 3
s g B Extension Classes
R
RS 00.0- Debates (21367)
0 S —é Monday | __7:00-9:30 (Hosted by the Alachua church of Christ) Burgett 23
O |2 Cults (21352)
o é ’fo __7:00-9:30 (Hosted by the Orange Street church of Bauer 2.5
N o Thursda Christ, Auburndale)
% B g Y Church History: Restoration (21342)
w % s __7:00-9:30 (Hosted by the Wesconnett church of Atnip 2.5
~ Christ, Jacksonville) )
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