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The Director and the Board of Directors
Of the Florida School of Preaching

By Jackie M. Stearsman, Director

As a reader of the Harvester and supporter of the Florida
School of Preaching, you know of the transition that is un-
derway. Brian R. Kenyon, graduate of the school, long stand-
ing instructor in the school, and current Associate Director
of the School as been appointed to assume the full duties of
directing the school in May 2009.

It is expedient that we reflect on significant items relat-
ing to the school and the bright future we are confident is
before the school and has characterized the school since its
beginning.

The Charter and By-Laws of the Florida School of
Preaching state the purpose of the school:

To establish and maintain an educational institution
wherein the Holy Scriptures shall be taught as the
revealed will of God to man and as the only suf-
ficient rule of faith and practice; that such other re-
lated subjects may be taught as thought necessary
by the directors, to the end that men may be suf-
ficiently trained to preach the gospel, to exercise the
duties of elders in the church, to serve as educational
directors, personal workers, song leaders, and that
men and women may be trained to be efficient Bible
class teachers in the church of Christ . . .

Having the school under a Board of Directors is merely
an expedient. The Board of the School is composed of elders,
preachers, and deacons of churches of Christ. These faithful
brethren are those who will support and uphold Brian as he
assumes his duties of day by day operation of the Florida
School of Preaching. The Board meets legal requirements in
conjunction with having a charter and incorporation status.

There are sure to come efforts to upset the stability of the
school. There will likely be some who would try to single
out the director, a faculty member, a member of the board,
or some disgruntled former ‘or present student and sow dis-
cord. However, having a stable and united Board of Direc-
tors along with a faithful Director, the school can withstand
such attacks and continue on the path that the school has
traveled since it began.

Current Board of Directors
Those presently serving on the Board of Directors are
introduced below. Others will likely be added to the Board
following the September Board meeting.

Gordon Methvin is Chairman of the
Board and has been a board member
since 1978. He also serves as an elder in
a local church.

Denny Smitherman is Vice-Chair-
man of the Board and has been a board
member since 1999, He also serves as
an elder in a local church.
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J. H. Blackman, Jr. is Secretary of
the Board and has been a board member
since 1972. He also serves as a full-time
preacher.

David Bnderson has been a board
member since 2008. He also serves as
an elder in a local church.

Gene Burgett has been a board mem-
ber since 2006. He serves as the school’s
Director of Public Relations and is a
Gospel preacher.

Brian R. Kenyon is Associate Secre-
tary of the Board and has been a board
member since 2004. He currently serves
as Associate Director. He also serves as
a deacon in a local church and is a Gos-
pel preacher.

Bill Norton has been a board member
since 2005. He also serves as an elder in
a local church and is a Gospel preacher.

Jackie M. Stearsman has been a
board member since 1990. He currently
serves as Director of the school. He also
serves as an elder in a local church and
is a Gospel preacher.

Ted Wheeler has been a board mem-
ber since 2002. He also serves as a full-
time preacher and an elder in a local
church.

Greg Littleton is Treasurer of the
Board and has been a board member
since 2002. He also serves as a deacon
in a local church and president and chief
executive officer of a local bank.

Steve BAtnip has been a board member
since 2003. He also serves as a full-time
preacher and an elder in a local church,
and he directs a Christian school.

George K. French has been a board
member since 1975. He also serves as
an elder in a local church.

E.Robert McAnally has been a board
member since 1982. He also serves as a
full-time preacher in a local church.

Tim Simmons has been a board mem-
ber since 2007. He also preaches by ap-
pointment and does mission work.

James H. Sullivan has been a board
member since 2006, He also serves as a
full-time preacher in a local church.

Conclusion

Paul directed Timothy to do the following: “And the
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach
others also” (2 Tim. 2:2).

In keeping with this admonition, we are confident that
those overseeing the work of the Florida School of Preaching
are faithful men. The Board of Directors is responsible for the
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direction the school takes, and those attending the school are
given tools that will prepare them to teach others also.

It is with pride that we present to you those who oversee
the work, and call attention to the noble and Biblical direc-
tion the school is pursuing. The school is needed, and those

teaching and administering the school are worthy men. You
may rest assured that any and all contributions that are made
to the school are appreciated and well deserved. Will you
help the school move forward under the direction of Brian R.
Kenyon as he serves under the Board of Directors? 22

When Your Hour Comes

By Gene Burgett

Three times in John’s gospel we  that in these passages Jesus’ hour once. Will you be prepared when
find the phrase “his hour had not was his crucifixion. At the crucifix- your hour comes? &)

yet come.” This phrase appears in ion our Lord stood in the valley of -
John 2:4 when Jesus attends awed-  decision where he had to choose | Special Thanks To Our Wonder-
ding in Cana. In this instance Jesus between fulfilling his own desire ful Supporters In June 2008*

himself announces that his “hour or the will of his Father in heaven. [Florida Churches of Christ: Alachua;
has not yet come.” In the other ap- Luke tells us he prayed fervently at
pearances of this phrase Jesus’ life this dreadful hour with sweat fall- |gradenton; Clearwater (Central); Daytona
is being threatened after a verbal ingto the ground like great drops of |Beach (Beville Road); Dunnellon; Eagle Lake
confrontation with Jewish opposi- blood: “Father, if it is your will, take | (Third and Bay, lglesia de Cristo); Gainesville
tion, after which John attributes this cup away from Me; neverthe-
the Lord’s escape from violence to less not My will but Yours, be done”

the fact that “his hour had not yet (Lk. 22:42).

come” (Jn. 7:30; 8:20, NKJ). In the Bible there are many ex- |Avenue); Lithia-Pinecrest; Live Oak; Mul-
The Gospel of John also con- amples of godly people who faced |berrv: New PortRichey (River Road); Parrish
tains another interesting phrase their hour. They found themselves
corollary to the ominous sounding at the divide where they had to |gan; stuart; Tallahasse (Timberiane); Tampa
“his hour had not yet come.” John choose between what seemed to be | (Manhattan Avenue).
17:1 records Jesus’ solemn an- their own bestinterest or God’s will. | Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama
nouncement: “Father, the hour has Esther had to choose between the |{(Double Springs; Prattville, Randolph Street,
come.” On three other occasions safety of the palace or going before
John mentions that Jesus’ hour had  the king and possible death (Esther |t River); North Carolina (Pike Road); Okla-
come (12:23, 27; 13:1). It is plain 3:10-17). When Moses’ hour came, | homa (East Side); Texas (Marlin).
he chose “to suffer affliction with |Individuals: Bertha Adams, M/M Bob Bau-
the people of God than to enjoy [e" M/M Sam Bolding, M/M Ray Bryan, M/M
the passing pleasures of sin” (Heb.
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Training Preachers Since 1969

.Puthhed Monthly . 11:25)' ner, M/M John Griffis, Wilma Howell, Judy
Florida School of Preaching Spectacular failure is sometimes  |Jones, Laura Jordan, M/M Brian Kenyon,
1807 South Florida Avenue the result when the hour comes. |Walter Kos, M/M William Laird, M/M Rob-

Lakeland, Florida 33803 Judas Iscariot faced a critical hour |@'t Mckendree, M/M F'f“k NO"O”%Chda"es
. . . Paulin, Tammi Paye, Uleyssus Richardson,

.(863) 683‘4043. after betraying Jesus with a Kiss. |y, roger Rosie,»(N. E. Sr\:qith, Denny & Ra-
Jackie M. Stearsman, Director He could have repented; he chose |mona Smitherman, M/M Jackie Stearsman,

suicide. Peter cried bitterly when he Charles Verkist, M/M Lazaros Watson, Jack

chose to deny Jesus at his hour of |B- Williams, Al Woodard.

decision (Lk 22‘54-62) Memorials: Martha Barnes (M/M Joseph

Denny Smitherman, Vice Chairman How one performs when his
J. H. Blackman, Jr., Secretary or heI‘ hour comes iS not a matter (M/M Bob Faneuf, Johnye Simms, Pansy

of fate or chance. Christians buffet |Simms, Orange Street church of Christ);

their bodies and meditate on the |Ron Jones (M/M Gene Dampier, M/M Bai-

Steve Atnip Tim Simmons |  word of God in order to be prepared Joyce Wilder (Lola Hitzel)

Gene Burgett Jackie M. Stearsman | when their hour comes. For most  |special gifts: Atiantic Christian Fund.
George K. French James H. Sullivan §  of yg, life will present many hours. | *our final deposit for the month s usually made
E. Robert McAnally Ted Wheeler Few stand at the crossroads only on the last Wedensday of the month. All contri-

Apopka; Arcadia (Hickory Street); Auburn-
dale {Orange Street); Bartow (5th Avenue);

(39th Avenue); Haines City (Oakland); High
Springs; Jacksonville (Dean Road, Normandy,
Paxon, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland
(6th Street, North Lakeland, South Florida

{North River); Plant City (Laura Street, Spring
Head); Sarasota (Osprey Avenue); Sebas-

Shiloh); Arkansas (Mabelvale, North Main
Street); Georgia (Barnesville); Kentucky (Lit-

John Carter, Annie Chambers, M/M Regi-
nald Colton, David Deal, M/M Allen Gard-

Adams, M/M Kirk Tuttle); B. C. Carr (M/M
Robert Brooks, Sybil Carr); Crayton Fisher

ley Hamlin}; Janale Shanes (Penny Haynes);

butions received after that time are reported on
the next month’s finacial statement.
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If the school hag helped you...

Since September 1969, many individuals and congregations have rightfully taken advantage of the opportunities pro-
vided by the Florida School of Preaching. These opportunities involve more than men preparing at the school tuition free in
order to better serve the Lord. Our doors are open to any individual who wants to study the Bible and the related subjects we
offer, whether male or female, young or old, member of the church of Christ or non-member. Many individuals have been
helped beyond earthly measure by the school. Congregations have also been helped by the school in ways that only eternity
can measure. Not only do our alumni fill the pulpits of churches of Christ all over the world, many congregations are helped
by our students while in school. For example, it is not uncommon for congregations to call the school asking for a fill-in
preacher. Sometimes the need is very short notice, and most of the time we are able to provide a man to “fill the gap.”

Paul penned at least two significant verses concerning financial support: “If we have sown spiritual things for you, is
it a great thing if we reap your material things?” (1 Cor. 9:11, NKJ); and “Let him who is taught the word share in all good
things with him who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). While these verses primarily deal with the support of preachers, there is a principle
here that has an application to the Florida School of Preaching and our support: The recipients of spiritual blessings have
an obligation to support the providers of those spiritual blessings. There is no doubt that the Florida School of Preaching
provides an avenue of great spiritual blessings to both individuals and congregations. This is not to say that every Christian
and local church of Christ has an obligation to financially support the Florida School of Preaching (though we sure could use
it), any more than every Christian and local church of Christ has an obligation to financially support every Gospel preacher.
However, the questions remains: Have you received spiritual blessings from God through the Florida School of Preaching?
If the answer is yes, then do you not see the need to help us financially as we continue to train men to preach and to better

prepare others to serve the Lord? o Whg no t help :th e g chool?
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