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South Florida Avenue Church of Christ:
Our Home Base

By Jackie M. Stearsman

For any institution or work to be successful, wisdom
and dedication are required. In 1969 the Florida School of
Preaching had its beginning as a work of the South Florida
Avenue church of Christ. It started under the direction of the
elders with B. C. Carr and G. K. Wallace directing the work.
In time, the elders requested that the school be placed under
a Board of Directors so that the elders might devote more of
their time to overseeing the congregation. In 1972, the Flori-
da School of Preaching Board of Directors was established.

Thankfully, the original elders and those who would fill
their roles along with the congregation have remained faith-
ful and dedicated supporters of the school. Kenny French as
one of the elders serves on the Board as does Bob McAnally,
the evangelist for the congregation. Paul Thornhill, now de-
ceased, was a deacon of the congregation and he served on
the Board until failing health caused him to resign in 2003.
David Anderson, an elder of the congregation, was added to
the Board this year.

The congregation provides classroom facilities for the
school. The congregation has the school in the budget each
year as well as covering the utilities and maintenance for the
heating and air conditioning, plumbing, and anything else
that needs attention with the facilities. This support is greatly
appreciated. The school would suffer a tremendous hardship
without the continued support of the South Florida Avenue
congregation.

The congregation is blessed, as is the school, by having
individuals in the congregation who have contributed great-
ly to the ongoing work of the school. In the office, there are
those who are members and former members that diligently
and sacrificially make contributions to the school. bettye
bolding, secretary, is a member of the South Florida Avenue

congregation. Kathy Strickland, bookkeeper, is a former
member of the congregation who is now a member of North
Lakeland church of Christ. Dotty Gutzler, a former mem-
ber of South Florida Avenue now with the Orange Street
congregation, continues to assist in the office when needed.
Bea Pratt, a member of South Florida Avenue, has served on
a number of occasions as secretary and office staff. In like
manner, Jeanette Crawford has served as secretary.

The Board has singled out members of the congregation
for recognition because of their special contribution to the
school. For example, this year Charles Paulin will be hon-
ored at the Booster Banquet. In the past not only has the
Board honored the congregation in 1988, but also in 2006
Charlie and David Deal were honored as special boosters of
the school. Ron (now deceased) and Judy Jones were hon-
ored at the Booster Banquet in 1990 for their special support
to the school. The Thornhill family was honored in 2003.
There are others who make continued sacrifice for the well
being of the school, and a casual reading of this publication
will indicate how deep the individual and congregatmnal
support is for the school.

Each year when the lectureship book is prepared, indi-
viduals from the congregation are of untold value to Brian in
editing the material before publication. Sisters Rene Bingle,
Jeanette Crawford, Evelyn McAnally, Betty Jean Thornhill,
and brother Bill Carroll (a former member who has since
moved) have at one time or another served as proof readers.
Brian took over the task of editing the book beginning with
the 2000 edition when Bob McAnally asked to be relieved of
this duty. Because they love the school and are dedicated to
helping in every manner possible, these and others like them
are unsung heroes to the continuation of the school.
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Each year during the lectureship those attending are
treated to morning coffee and refreshments, and since the
2003 lectureship lunch has been provided. Other congrega-
tions join South Florida Avenue in providing these refresh-
ments and meals. From Lakeland, the Sixth Street and North
Lakeland congregations participate; from Plant City, the
Spring Head and Laura Street congregations participate; and
from Auburndale, the Orange Street congregation partici-
pates. However, it is from South Florida Avenue that some-
one must coordinate the effort. For many years, Mary Holton
(now deceased) did this. Others who have taken up the coor-
dinating duties from South Florida Avenue are Bea Pratt and
Dottie Fife. These were assisted by members of South Flor-
ida Avenue and members of the supporting congregations to
make the lectureship an enjoyable occasion and to enable
guests to have more time to visit and fellowship, without
having to search for restaurants and fight the traffic during
the morning and afternoon breaks.

I know that there are countless others in the congregation
who have made contribution to the success of the school. In
working with the sound system, Myron and Michael Throw-
er have been of great value. Tim Croson has also been key
to the success of the school, both at lectureship time and in
daily operations. He probably knows the building better than
anyone. If a problem occurs he is able to correct it, even if he
has to temporarily improvise. Others have also assisted in so
many ways that I am unable to recall at the present. Forgive
me for any oversight, and rest assured that your support and

assistance has always been appreciated.

Over the years with my association with the congregation
and school, I have always known and felt welcome to take
my concerns directly to the elders of South Florida Avenue. [
have never had anything but respect for their judgments and
know that they would do what they could to help me in any
way possible in promoting and directing the school. I have
labored to avoid adding to their burden either with personal
problems or with issues related to the school.

In a special way, I owe the congregation a debt of grati-
tude for encouraging me as I struggled to rear and educate
my two sons. I know the satisfying pride South Florida Av-
enue manifested in seeing them grow to maturity. When they
traveled to Ghana, West Africa, with Ted Wheeler preaching
and teaching the gospel, your love went with them. You have
both individually and congregationally assisted them finan-
cially when they have made these mission trips. David was
baptized at South Florida Avenue, and Daniel and Katrina
were married at the church building. Your love for them has
always been uplifting to us. '

The Board has selected Brian Kenyon to be the next
director of the school. I know that he can expect the same
untiring, faithful, dedicated service from the South Florida
leadership and congregation. After all, the South Florida
Avenue church of Christ is the home base for the Florida
School of Preaching. The history of the Florida School of
Preaching cannot be properly told without the long-standing
support of the South Florida Avenue congregation. L)

The Thessalonian Church’s Example By Brian Kenyon

Paul wrote to “the church of the
Thessalonians,” in part, to encourage
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them. Paul, however, was also encour-
aged by them as he recalled their exem-
plary character. Let us learn from this
church what makes a congregation a
good example.

First, they “became followers of
us, and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction, with joy of the
Holy Ghost” (1 Thes. 1:6). A “follow-
er” here is one who looks to another, in
this case Paul and his coworkers, as a
role model (cf. 1 Cor. 11:1). Note that
they still followed Christ despite per-
secution. Suffering affliction does not
rule out joy when we follow the Lord
(Rom. 8:18 cf. Heb. 12:1-3)!

Second, they “were ensamples to
all that believe in Macedonia and Acha-
ia” (1 Thes. 1:7). The word “ensample
[example, NKJ]” (from tupos, Tomog)
means that they were a pattern for oth-
ers to follow (same word in Phil. 3:17;
1 Tim. 4:12). The Thessalonian church

is the only congregation explicitly said
to be a pattern for others. The extent
of their example reached not only in
“Macedonia,” the region of their loca-
tion, but also beyond their own region
into “Achaia.”

Third, from them “sounded out the
word of the Lord not only in Mace-
donia and Achaia, but also in every
place your faith to God-ward is spread
abroad” (1 Thes. 1:8). The Gospel that
rang out from them was made even
more effective because of the differ-
ence it made in their lives. The people
knew that the Thessalonians “turned to
God from idols to serve the living and
true God” (1 Thes. 1:9).

Does the Lord’s church of which
we are members follow the Lord as did
Paul? Is it a Biblical pattern? Does it
sound forth the Gospel? The only way
for a church to do these things is for its
members to do them. Do we?
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“Do You Understand Restoring the Erring?”’

34th Annual Lectureship  Jan, 19-22, 2009 Jackic M. Stearsman, Director

MONDAY

9:00 God’s Interest In Reconciliation
9:40 Man Needs To Be Restored

10:20 BREAK

10:50 The Price Paid To Reconcile Man
11:30 LUNCH

Jeffrey McNeal
George F. Beals

Jason Roberts

Forum: Identifying The Lost
1:30 Individuals May Be Lost
2:00 Families May Be Lost
2:30 Congregations May Be Lost
3:00 BREAK
3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic
4:30 DINNER .
6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 What We Learn From Luke 15
7:45 Problems/Solutions In Differences

TUESDAY
9:00 David’s Attitude Of Restoration
9:40 True Spirituality In Restoring The Lost
10:20 BREAK
10:50 Restoring Our Attitude On Finances (1) Dwayne Wilson
11:30 LUNCH
Forum: Identifying Peacemakers
1:30 Insight From The Beatitudes David Stearsman

Larry Calendine
Ryan Tuten
Michael Dockery

Christopher Lowe
Jackie M. Stearsman

Melvin Sapp
James Colwell

2:00 Insight From The Fruit of the Spirit Melvin Sapp

2:30 Insight From The Christian Graces Gene Burgett

3:00 BREAK

3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic

4:30 DINNER

6:30 Congregational Singing

7:00 Paul’s Concern For His Own People Will Vann
Jimmy Clark

7:45 Insight From Lamentations

Jason Roberts

Melvin Sapp v Ryan Roark

WEDNESDAY
9:00 Difficulty Of Pharisaical Characteristics Freddie Clayton
9:40 Congregations Can Be Restored Jimmy Clark
10:20 BREAK
10:50 Restoring Our Attitude On Finances (2) Dwayne Wilson
11:30 LUNCH

Forum; Identifying Methodology
1:30 Importance Of Personal Contact
2:00 Essentiality Of Genuine Concemn
2:30 All The Lost Are Not the Same
3:00 BREAK
3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic
4:30 DINNER :
6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 All Members May Not Be Receptive

Don Hudson
Frank Parker
Brian R. Kenyon

Bemard Cooper

7:45 Personal Accountability Bill Greer
THURSDAY

9:00 Gentleness And Peacemaking A Miles Peeples
9:40 Wisdom From Above In Restoration Earl Edwards

10:20 BREAK
10:50 Restoring Our Attitude On Finances (3) Dwayne Wilson
11:30 LUNCH -

Forum: Identifying Differences

1:30 Be Sure We Know All the Facts Bill Greer

2:00 Be Sure We Do Not Act Hastily Freddie Clayton

2:30 Withdrawing Fellowship As Last Step Earl Edwards

3:00 BREAK

3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic

4:30 DINNER

6:30 Congregational Singing

7:00 Mercy Extended, Mercy Received Ryan Roark
Tom Holland

7:45 Forgiveness Is Not Easy

Frank Parker

Miles Peeles ‘ Jeffrey McNeal

s
Michael Dockery

Sar

Earl D. Edwards

Bill Greer

Don Hudson

Christopher Lowe

“Do You Understand Restoring the Erring?” is a very relevant and much needed topic for the church and world today! This
lectureship will study who really is in error from a Biblical standpoint, why all of us should care, and how can we best
reach the erring while keeping “the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). January is a great time of year to
be in Lakeland, Florida, and there will be no better place at that time for a study of restoring the erring. Come be with us!

Obtain a copy of our new book:
Do You Understand Resforing the Erring? ... $16

A new CD containing all our lectureship books
(1994-2009) will be available by lectureship time.
Reserveyour copy today for $35 by emailing (fsop@
gte.net) or calling the office (800) 320-9780 today!

Do You Uniderstand Restoration? (“06)

Do You Understand Church Growth? ('05)
Do You Understand the Grace of God? ('04)
Do You Understand Fellowship (‘03)

Do You Understand Leadership ('01)

Previous Lectureship Books Still Available:
Do You Understand the Biblical View of Man? (‘08)
Do You Understand the God of the Bible? ('07)

Each s Just
$16

postage
included!
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AS WE ENTER OUR
40™ SCHOOL YEAR....

We appreciate all those who make our work
possible. Since 1969 we have taught and prac-
ticed the same doctrine of Christ. Those who
love the Gospel recognize the need to train
preachers (Rom. 10:13-17). There are many
good works in our great brotherhood, but es-
sential to all of them is the need for workers to
be grounded in the Scriptures (Col. 3:17). We
are grateful to you, our financial supporters,
for your monetary sacrifices that help keep the
Lord’s work through us going. With the rising
costs of operation and student needs, we con-
tinue to need financial support. Perhaps there
are individuals reading this who have been
blessed financially and are looking for a good
work to support in addition to their first day of
the week contributions. We would like you to
consider the Florida School of Preaching. Only
eternity can measure the return on your dollar!
Come see the school for yourself, or give us a
call, and we'll be glad to visit you!
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Special Thanks To Our Wonderful Supporters In July 2008*
Florida Churches of Christ: Alachua; Apopka; Arcadia (Hickory Street); Auburn-
dale (Orange Street); Bartow (5th Avenue); Branford (Burlington); Daytona Beach
{Beville Road); Dunnellon; Eagle Lake; Gainesville {39th Avenue); Groveland; High
Springs; Jacksonville (Dean Road, Normandy, Paxon, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lake-
land {North Lakeland, South Florida Avenue); Lithia-Pinecrest; Mulberry; Plant City
(Spring Head); Stuart; Tampa (Manhattan Avenue); Zephyrhills (Southside).

Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs; Prattville, Randolph
Street); Georgla (Barnesville); Kentucky (Little River); North Carolina {Pike Road);
Oklahoma (East Side); Texas {Marlin).

Individuals: Bertha Adams, M/M Sam Bolding, M/M Ray Bryan, M/M John Carter,
Annie Chambers, M/M Reginald Colton, David Deal, Mildred Eales, Joyce Foster,
M/M Allen Gardner, Wilma Howell, Carlton Hyde, Judy Jones, Laura Jordan, Walter
Kos, M/M William Laird, M/M Robert McKendree, John T. Melvin, Tammi Paye, Betsy
G. Perry, Linda Pinckney, Uleyssus Richardson, M/M Roger Rosie, W. E. Smith, Denny
& Ramona Smitherman, M/M Jackie Stearsman, M/M Jimmy Stokes, Charles Tostige,
Charles Verkist, M/M Lazaros Watson, Jack B, Williams, Al Woodard.

Memorials: Eason & Gladys Allen (M/M Ronald Allen); Louise Alston (M/M Ruebin
Crawford); Martha Barnes (M/M Edie Adcock, Bernice Blackman); Carolyn Barnett
(anonymous); Ray Benn (anonymous); B. C. Carr (M/M Brian R. Kenyon); Chandler
Clark (Joan Clark); Mary Duncan (M/M Sam Bolding, Charlie Deal, Penny Haynes,
M/M Duane Nelson); Crayton Fisher (M/M Bob Faneuf, Johnye Simms, Pansy Simms,
Orange Street church of Christ); Stephen Hill (M/M Sam Bolding, M/M E. L. Bur-
bage, Charlie Deal, Mildred Eales, M/M Duane Nelson, M/M Robert Pratt); Tm &
Verdie Hires (M/M Ronald Allen); Mildred Kirkland (anonymous); Ann Marie Kolling
(M/M Ken Luigs); H. B. Poole (M/M Sam Bolding, Charlie Deal, M/M Duane Nelson);

George & Belle Thomas (M/M Ronald Allen).
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wedensday of the month. All

contributions recelved after that time are reported on the next month’s finacial statement.
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