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A Plea to the Sinner
By Bryon R. Schulz

“But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more” 
(Rom. 5:20, NKJV). This verse, along with many others, 
when twisted out of its context, ends up being deadly to 
the reader (2 Pet. 3:14-16), and has been the foundation 
of many false doctrines that have been propagated upon 
the minds of men. Add that to other passages that have 
been wrested out of context and twisted, such as “For I 
am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom.8:38-39), and we have 
a recipe for a doctrine that creates in people’s mind the  
belief they are saved eternally with no danger of losing 
their salvation—“once saved, always saved.”

“Once Saved Always Saved”
According to the doctrine of “once saved always 

saved,” a person once saved can never lose his salvation. 
Those who hold this doctrine teach that passages such as 
Romans 8:38-39 show that nothing can separate us from 
God, not even ourselves. This doctrine also holds that all 
one has to do to be saved is to know that one is a sin-
ner, know that Jesus died for our sins, and say a “sinner’s 
prayer,” meaning it in our heart, and he will be saved, eter-
nally, with no risk of falling away or losing our salvation.

A casual search on the internet for “eternal security” 
and “once saved always saved” revealed prominent, well 
known denominational teachers making statements like: 
eternal security is the idea that God guarantees the gift of 
salvation, that once it has been received by an individual, 
it is possessed by that individual eternally and cannot be 

lost, and, even if a believer becomes an unbeliever, his 
salvation is not in jeopardy, and believers who lose or 
even abandon their faith will retain their salvation. Many 
statements like these are being propagated all over the 
world by men (and women) who have a major influence 
in the denominational world at large. As a result of these 
types of pernicious ideas, this doctrine has led people to 
believe that they can live any way they choose and still 
remain saved, being willful sinners and God’s grace and 
salvation will still reach them. In analyzing this idea, let 
us first examine the basic doctrine to see if it is true, then 
we will look at its implications.

The basic tenants of this doctrine go like this: first, 
know you are a sinner; second, know that Jesus died on 
the cross for your sins; and finally, once this is recognized, 
say a prayer to accept Jesus into your heart, while believ-
ing it with all your heart, and you will be saved.

Knowledge is important, for without it we could not 
know that we needed a Savior. However, knowledge (of 
our sin and that Jesus died for our sins) is not enough. Je-
sus said “not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 7:21a), but only “he 
who does the will of My Father in heaven” (Mt. 7:21b). 
Those who do God’s will are the only ones who will enter 
the kingdom of heaven.

The “sinner’s prayer” is simply not in the Bible, nor 
is there any example of salvation by such means. This is a 
false teaching that has been created for convenience to the 
sinner, which has no basis in Scripture. It mentions noth-
ing of repentance, confession, baptism or living faithfully 
in Christ until death.
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This doctrine of salvation, which ignores the plain 
teaching of the Bible is false and does not bring about sal-
vation in the individual who holds to it. Further, since this 
“form” of salvation does not exist, it must follow that the 
salvation from which a person cannot fall, has never been 
attained—so I suppose one cannot lose a salvation he or 
she has never had. Now that we’ve looked at the tenants 
of “once saved, always saved,” let us look to Scripture to 
see what attaining salvation in Christ actually looks like.

Salvation as Taught in The 
New Testament

First, the Gospel tells us we need salvation because 
“all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23), and that we are justified by God’s grace “through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24). In 
the Gospels, we have Jesus telling us that His blood is the 
new covenant which is “shed for many for the remission 
of sins” (Mt. 26:28).

In the Gospel, the truth reveals that there are several 
acts of obedience with which we must comply in order 
to gain salvation. First, in Romans 10, we see Paul say-
ing “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (verse 17, emphasis added, BRS), “if you confess 
with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” 
(verse 9, emphasis added, BRS). Second, when the church 
was first formed in Acts 2, the men to whom Peter was 
preaching asked what they must do about their sins. Peter’s 
answer was “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 

in the name of Je-
sus Christ for the 
remission of your 
sins” (Acts 2:38, 
emphasis added, 
BRS). Third, in 
Acts 17:30, Paul 
told the Athe-
nians, “Truly, 
these times of 
ignorance God 
overlooked, but 
now commands 
all men every-
where to repent, 
because He has 
appointed a day 
on which He will 
judge the world 
in righteousness 
by the Man who 

He has ordained” (emphasis added, BRS). Fourth, when 
Philip preached Jesus to the eunuch in Acts 8, the eunuch 
replied, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being 
baptized?” Philip’s reply was “if you believe with all your 
heart, you may” (Acts 8:36-37, emphasis added, BRS). 
Fifth, when Paul was confronted by Jesus on the road to 
Damascus, Jesus said “Arise and go into Damascus, and 
there you will be told all things which you are appointed 
to do” (Acts 22:10, emphasis added, BRS). A little while 
later we have Ananias saying to Saul, “And now why are 
you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16, em-
phasis added, BRS). 

These are all necessary to gain entrance into the king-
dom of heaven—to reach the salvation that God offers 
freely through Jesus Christ who died on the cross for our 
sins, and was raised to life and sits at the right hand of the 
Majesty on High.

These passages show that salvation is necessary and 
is available through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. They 
show, additionally, that knowledge of the Gospel is neces-
sary, that faith in the Gospel is necessary, that repentance 
(turning away from our sins and evil lifestyle) is neces-
sary, that confession that Jesus is the Christ is necessary, 
and that baptism for the remission of our sins (where for-
giveness of sins is accomplished) is necessary. 

Every one of these passages is overlooked by the doc-
trine of “once saved always saved,” with the exception 
of the passages that speak of the fact that all are sinners 
and that Jesus is the atoning sacrifice for our sin. If the 
Bible teaches that salvation through the Gospel involves 
knowledge, faith, repentance, confession, and baptism 
for the remission of sin—and it does—then any doctrine 
that teaches otherwise is false and is to be discarded (Gal. 
1:6-9).

One more matter before we conclude: as noted earlier, 
the doctrine of “once saved, always saved” holds that no 
matter how much sin a person commits, to the point that 
he or she can even become an unbeliever, he or she will 
never lose salvation. Scripture, in addition to teaching the 
aforementioned passages regarding entering salvation, 
teaches that we are to continue steadfast and faithful to 
remain saved.

He who endures to the end will be saved. (Mt. 10:22)
If you abide in my word, you are my disciples indeed. (Jn. 
8:31)
If you love me, keep my commandments. (Jn. 14:15)
Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief in departing from the living God….for we have 
become partakers of Christ if we hold fast to the begin-
ning of our confidence steadfast to the end. (Heb. 3:12, 14)
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Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he 
has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which 
the Lord has promised to those who love Him. (Jas. 1:12)

These passages, and many others, clearly teach that 
once salvation is reached in baptism, we are to be and re-
main faithful to God in Christ in order for salvation to be 
complete, and to be ours into eternity.

Conclusion
The doctrine of “once saved, always saved” has influ-

enced a world of people to believe they are saved based 
upon false assumptions and plain wresting of the Scrip-
ture. What is worse, many of these people, because of the 
belief they can never lose their salvation, live in such a 
way as to be willfully sinning against God.

Hebrews 10:26-31 states it perfectly clear, 
For if we sin willfully after we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 

sacrifice for sins, 27but a certain fearful expectation 
of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour 
the adversaries. 28Anyone who has rejected Moses’ 
law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or 
three witnesses. 29Of how much worse punishment, 
do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has 
trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the 
blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a 
common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? 30For 
we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will 
repay,” says the Lord. And again, “The Lord will 
judge His people.” 31It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God.

Let us obey the Gospel as is given by God through 
the inspired apostles and “be even more diligent to make 
our calling and election sure” (2 Pet. 1:10). We must obey 
God rather than man!
[Bryon is a 2008 graduate of FSOP]

Mr. & Mrs. Brian R. Kenyon

On March 16, 2012, Brian Kenyon married Jagie Zamot in 
Lakeland, Florida. The wedding was officiated by Bob Bauer, 
with Jackie Stearsman wording the prayer, Ted Wheeler serv-
ing as the “sound man,” and Chad Tagtow being the MC for 
the reception. It was attended by about 300 guests. Those who 
know Brian and/or have been reading the Harvester for the 
last few years know his situation, and he is thankful for all 
the support you have given him over this period of time, even 
when he decided it was time to move on with life. Genesis 2:18 
still says that “It is not good that man should be alone.” Bri-
an and Jagie had known each other on an acquaintance level 
since 2000, the year in which Jagie was baptized into Christ 
by Bob McAnally at the South Florida Avenue church build-
ing. She served as church secretary from 2001 to 2004. Brian’s 
two children, Rick and Autumn, are both married and on their 
own. Jagie brings four children into this new family (ages 14, 
13, 11, and 7). As in any marriage, there will be challenges, 
but this husband and wife trust in the Lord. He has not failed 
them yet, and there is no reason to think that He will now! 
A wise man once said, “Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good 
thing, and obtaineth favour of the Lord” (Pr. 18:22) . Brian is 
richly blessed to have found such a wife as Jagie! 
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Make Plans Now To Attend Our 38th Annual Lectureship

Do You Understand Biblical Morality?
Monday through Thursday, January 21-24, 2013

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In March 2012*
Florida Churches of Christ: Arcadia (Hickory Street); Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow (5th Avenue); Clearwater (Central); Daytona Beach 
(Beville Road); Dunnellon; Gainesville (39th Avenue); Haines City, (Oakland), Jacksonville (Paxon, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Mulberry; New 
Port Richey (River Road); Orlando (Pinecastle); Palm Harbor; Parrish (North River); Plant City (Laura Street); Port Charlotte; Sarasota (Osprey); 
Sebastian; Stuart; Venice.
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Prattville, Shiloh); Michigan (Waynecorse); North Carolina (Pike Road); Tennessee 
(Rock Springs).
Individuals: Rodrigue Aleandre, M/M Sam Bolding, M/M Warren Callender, M/M John B. Carter, Jr., Annie Chambers, M/M Reginald Colton, 
Joyce Foster, M/M Terry S. Frizzell, M/M Allen R. Gardner, M/M Elvis Galbreath, Ruth E. Headley, Joan Humphrey, M/M Stephen D. Hunley, Laura 
Jordan, Tamara Kirkbride, Walter Kos, M/M Patrick Laconte, Rosemary LaConte, Jacquez Lafortune, Carla Lee, M/M Jack Mallard, M/M Thomas 
Mathis, James Mayo, M/M Nathaniel McCray, M/M Bobby McKendree, Carol Moore, Joe Morgan, M/M R. W. Navarre, M/M Frank W. Norton, 
M/M Chuck Opperman, Tammi D. Paye, Uleysses Richardson, M/M John Robertson, M/M Roger Rosie, M/M Fred Selby, Johnye C. Sims, M/M 
Jackie M. Stearsman, Yves Sthilaire, M/M Jimmie Stokes, Jean Townsend, M/M Joseph Vilarson, M/M Lazaros J. Watson.
Memorials: John Birdsall (M/M Kenneth Luigs), J. H. Blackman (M/M James R. Brooks), B. C. Carr (Sybil Carr), Mary Davidson (M/M Ken 
Walker), Penny Haynes (M/M Jeffrey Bingle, M/M Sam Bolding, Brian R. Kenyon, M/M Robert McAnally, M/M Duane Nelson, Margaret Norman, 
M/M Jimmy Sweeney, Betty Thornhill Jeanelle Thrower), Dorothy Hendrix (M/M Jeffrey Bingle, Brian R. Kenyon, M/M John L. McShane, Jr.), 
Denise Hewer (Brian R. Kenyon, M/M Jimmy Sweeney, M/M Ken Walker).
Special Gifts: Atlantic Christian Fund.
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions received after that time are reported on the next 
month’s financial statement. 


