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The Godhead (Part 1)
By Brian R. Kenyon

When most people hear or read the word “God,” they 
think of God the Father. However, the Biblical term “God,” 
first and foremost, refers to the divine nature, which in-
cludes the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Context 
must determine whether a particular member of the God-
head is meant. A study of the Godhead is actually a study 
of the nature of God, for the Godhead has to do with the 
personality of God. In the two parts of this lesson, we will 
accomplish the following: (1) examine significant Old 
Testament names for God; (2) prove the Godhead consists 
of three persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) with one 
divine nature; and (3) study the essence and attributes of 
God, showing that each member of the Godhead shares in 
the same essence and attributes.

Significant Old Testament
Names of God

There were basically three names used in the Old Testa-
ment to designate God: Elohim, usually translated “God;” 
Jehovah (or Yahweh), usually translated “Lord” (with all 
upper case letters); and Adonai, usually translated “Lord.” 
The first two of these words are extremely relevant to a 
study of the Godhead. The first because of its plural nature 
in reference to God; the second because it is applied to 
more than one member of the Godhead. Let us consider 
these two names for God. 

First, the Hebrew word Elohim is most often behind 
the translation “God.” It is a plural form of Eloah (which, 
incidentally, in Arabic is Allah). Elohim is significant to 
a study of the Godhead from the very first verse in the 
Bible: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the 

earth” (Gen. 1:1, KJV). “God” (from Elohim) is plural, 
yet the verb “created” is singular. Consider also the cre-
ation of man and woman. 

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness...So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and female created he 
them. (Gen. 1:26-27)

Note that “let us” and “our image” is plural along with 
“God [from elohim]” (Gen. 1:26), yet “he” in “created 
he him” and “created he them” is singular (Gen. 1:27)! 
Though some have attempted to explain the plurality as 
God and the angels, there is no rational way to explain the 
plural in these contexts except that there be plural persons 
in the one nature of God.

The etymology of Elohim is uncertain, though it is gen-
erally agreed that the primary idea is that of strength and 
“power to effect.” It properly describes the character God 
exhibited to all people through His works as creator, sus-
tainer, and Supreme Being of the universe. There are also 
compound forms of Elohim used in the Old Testament. 
El-shaddai (“God Almighty”), for example, is the name 
by which God was particularly known by the patriarchs 
(Gen. 17:1; 18:3; Ex. 6:3).
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It should also be observed, however, that Elohim was 
not exclusively used for the true “God.” The word was 
also used to refer to heathen deities (Ex. 18:11; 1 Kgs. 
11:4-5). Elohim is in fact used of any being, real or imag-
ined, believed to be divine and the object of worship. In 
the sense of a heathen deity, the singular is most often 
employed. When used as plural in reference to false gods 
the idea of number is always considered for the collective 
objects of polytheistic worship (i.e., “the gods,” or “the 
gods of the heathen”) (Smith and Fields 16). Other uses 
of the word include any being that strikes the observer as 
godlike (1 Sam. 28:13); kings, judges, or others endowed 
with authority from God (Ex. 21:6; 22:7-8; Ps. 82:1, 6; 
13:6; 97:7); and the short form, El, is used for a hero or 
mighty man (Ezk. 31:11). 

The implications of Elohim to the Godhead are obvi-
ous. The plural form with a singular verb (cf. Gen. 1:26-
27) indicates more than one person in the Godhead!

Second, Jehovah, or Yahweh, is behind the translation 
“Lord,” or “Lord God.” This word is specifically used for 
the one true God (sometimes referred to as “the covenant 
God”) who chose the descendants of Jacob as His people 
and to whom He gave His Law. Jehovah is never applied 
to a false god, nor to any other being, except one—the 
“angel of the Lord” (angel-Jehovah) (Gen. 16:7, 9-11; 
Num. 22:22; Judg. 2:1). 

At a time very early in their history, the Jews refused 
to pronounce the name lest they use it irreverently. The 
rabbis instead would often use the phrase “the name” (cf. 
Lev. 24:16), or “the name of four letters” (YHWH, or tet-
ragammaton). In reading the Scriptures, they substituted 

for it the word 
Adonai. From this 
the Septuagint 
(LXX) rendered 
it kurios, from 
whence the KJV 
“Lord” comes. 
The KJV does use 
Jehovah in four 
passages (Ex. 
6:3; Ps. 83:18; 
Is. 12:2; 26:4). 
In compound 
names, the KJV 
uses Jehovah-
Jireh (“Jehovah 
shall see”) (Gen. 
22:14); Jehovah-
Nissi (“Jehovah 
is my banner”) 

(Ex. 17:5); Jehovah-Shalom (“Jehovah is peace”) (Judg. 
6:24); “the Lord our righteousness” (translated from 
Jehovah-Tsidkenu) (Jer. 23:6; 33:16); and “the Lord is 
there” (translated from Jehovah-Shammah) (Ezk. 48:35). 
The abbreviated form Jah (or Yah) occurs forty-four times 
in the Hebrew Bible and is retained in Psalm 68:4 (KJV). 
Because of the early fear to pronounce the word, the exact 
pronunciation has been lost to us, but based upon the most 
up to date research, “Yahweh” is probably closer than “Je-
hovah” to the original pronunciation.

The key meaning of “Jehovah” is found in God’s rev-
elation of Himself to Moses by the statement, “I am that 
I am” (Ex. 3:14; 6:3). The name Jehovah appears to be 
related to the Hebrew verb hayah, which means “to be” 
or “become.” Thus, Jehovah means “the existing one, the 
eternal one; or, perhaps even better, the becoming one, 
the one who causes things to become and exist” (Smith 
and Fields 17). Though Jehovah is primarily used for the 
covenant God of Israel, as early as Seth, people called on 
the name of Jehovah (Gen. 4:25), and the patriarchs also 
used the name (Gen. 18:14; 24:40; 26:28; 28:21).

Jehovah sheds significant light on the Godhead in that 
the divine nature, and each person thereof, is self-existing. 
Also, in the Father’s exaltation of the Son, He gave “him a 
name [the name, NKJ] which is above every name” (Phil. 
2:9). That “name” is “the Lord” (Phil. 2:11), the New Tes-
tament equivalent of Jehovah. In fact, Paul often applies 
Old Testament passages exclusively about Jehovah to Je-
sus the Christ (1 Cor. 1:31 cf. Jer. 9:23-24; 2 Cor. 3:17 cf. 
Ex. 34:29; Phil. 2:9-11 cf. Isa. 45:22-23).

Proving The Triune God
God is a unity consisting of three distinct persons, or 

personalities, in one divine essence (Thiessen 135). Such 
terms as “Trinity” or “Triunity” seek to capture this idea. 
Though these terms are not explicitly mentioned in the Bi-
ble, they do convey the concept (much like “Great Com-
mission” or “prodigal son,” none of which is explicitly 
mentioned in the Bible). There is only one God and the 
divine nature is undivided and indivisible (Deut. 4:35, 39; 
1 Kgs. 8:60; Mk. 12:29-32; 1 Tim. 2:5). However, “unity” 
is not the same as “unit.” There are three distinct person-
alities in this one essence of deity (Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit). This is not a three-fold nature of God, but three 
persons each having the essence of deity and making up 
the one Godhead. Although no earthly illustration is fully 
adequate, pluralities spoken of as one are not unheard of. 
Consider the following: (1) believers are one (Jn. 17:21-
22; Acts 4:32; 1 Cor. 12:20); (2) husband and wife are one 
(Gen. 2:24; Mt. 19:5; Eph. 5:31); and (3) Paul and Apol-
los are one (1 Cor. 3:6, 8).
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The closest explicit term that captures the triune na-
ture of God is “Godhead,” which occurs three times in the 
KJV, each time from a different but closely related Greek 
word. The first of these occurrences is in Acts 17:29, 

Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought 
not to think that the Godhead [Divine Nature, NKJ; divine 
being, ESV] is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by 
art and man’s device.

The word “Godhead” comes from the Greek word 
theion (θειον), which means “divine being, divinity;” also 
“of the godhead and everything that belongs to it” (cf. 2 
Pet. 1:3-4) (Bauer 353). This word seems to emphasize 
the quality of the divine nature.

The second occurrence of “Godhead” (KJV) is in Ro-
mans 1:20,

For the invisible things of him from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead [divinity, ASV; divine nature, ESV]; so that 
they are without excuse.

Here, “Godhead” is from the Greek word theiotes 
(θειότης), which means “divinity, divine nature” (Bau-
er 354). This word emphasizes the attributes of de-
ity that are perceived through the things that are made.

The third occurrence of the word “Godhead” (KJV) 
is in Colossians 2:9, “For in him dwelleth all the full-
ness of the Godhead [Divinity, ESV] bodily.” Here, the 
word “Godhead” is from the Greek word theotes (θεότης), 
which means “Deity, divinity; the fullness of Deity; power 
of Deity” (Bauer 358). This word emphasizes the totality 
of all that enters into the concept of the Divine nature, 
which, incidentally, was a reality the incarnate Son of 
God. All that God is was embodied in Christ!

These three Greek words and their English transla-
tions show that the Godhead is something more than just 
the Father, just the Son, or just the Holy Spirit. Rather, the 
Godhead consists of one divine nature, yet three persons 
sharing that same nature. This fact can also be proven by 
the logical argument below (which is not original with 
this writer; forms of this argument have been used by oth-
ers as well). 

If the Bible teaches there is one God; and if the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit are each said to be God and 
yet are distinct persons; then the Bible teaches that there 
are three distinct persons in the one Godhead.

Certainly, the heart of monotheism is that there is only 
one God. Both Old and New Testaments teach such to be 
the case (Deut. 4:35, 39; 6:4; Isa. 43:10-11; Mk. 12:29; 
Rom. 3:30; 1 Cor. 8:4, 6; 1 Tim. 2:5). However, the Bible 
also refers the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit as God, 
yet Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct, separate per-
sons. Note that the Father is said to be God (1 Cor. 1:3), 
but the Father is not the Son (1 Cor. 1:3) nor is the Father 
the Holy Spirit (Mt. 3:16-17). Each is distinct! The Son is 
said to be God (Jn. 1:1-2, 14), but the Son is not the Father 
(Heb. 1:5) nor is the Son the Holy Spirit (Jn. 14:26). Each 
is distinct! The Holy Spirit is said to be God (Acts 5:3-4), 
but the Holy Spirit is not the Father (Mt. 3:16-17) nor is 
the Holy Spirit the Son (Jn. 15:26). Therefore, since the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are each referred to 
as God, yet each are distinct from the others, there must 
be three distinct persons in the one true nature of God, or 
Godhead (Mt. 28:19; Jn. 14:16; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 4:4-6; 
1 Pet. 1:2)!

                          (to be continued in next month’s Harvester)

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In May 2012*
Florida Churches of Christ: Arcadia (Hickory Street); Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow (Fifth Avenue); Clearwater (Central); Daytona 
Beach (Beville Road);  Dunnellon; Gainesville (Thirty-Ninth Avenue); Haines City, (Oakland), Jacksonville (Paxon, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lake-
land (Sixth Street, South Florida Avenue); Mulberry; Orlando (Pinecastle); Parrish (North River); Sarasota (Midway, Osprey); Sebastian; Stuart; 
Tampa (Southside).
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Prattville, Shiloh); Michigan (Waynecorse); North Carolina (Pike Road); Ohio 
(Paulding); Tennessee (Rock Springs).
Individuals: Albert Adams, Rodrigue Aleandre, M/M Sam Bolding,  M/M Warren Callender, John B. Carter, Jr., Annie Chambers, M/M Reginald 
Colton, M/M Hollis Cress, David Deal, Ron and Judy Ford, M/M Terry S. Frizzell, M/M Elvis Galbreath, M/M Allen R. Gardner,  Ruth  E. Headley, 
Joan Humphrey, Charlotte A. Irey, Laura Jordan, Darnell Kirkland, Tamara Kirkbride, Walter Kos, M/M Patrick LaConte, Rosemary LaConte, Carla 
Lee, Tammy Lyons, M/M Jack Mallard, James Mayo, M/M Nathaniel McCray, M/M Bobby McKendree, M/M Austin Moody, Joe Morgan, M/M  
R. W. Navarre, M/M Frank W. Norton, Tammi D. Paye, M/M Jack Pinckert, Linda J. Pinckney, Mary C. Powell, Uleysses Richardson, M/M John 
Robertson, M/M Stephen Robertson, Wilken Roger, M/M Roger Rosie, M/M Fred Selby, Johnye C. Sims, M/M Daniel K. Stearsman, M/M Jackie 
M. Stearsman, Yves Sthilaire, M/M Charles A. Thornhill, Jean Townsend.
Memorials: B. C. Carr (Sybil Carr); Charlie Deal (M/M Jeffrey Bingle, M/M Sam Bolding, M/M Keith Hawkins, M/M Duane G. Nelson, M/M 
Robert Pratt, M/M, Jackie M. Stearsman, M/M Jimmy Sweeney, Betty Thornhill); J. D. Mills  (M/M Sam Bolding); George Peterson (Dorothy 
Peterson); Samuel J. Roney, Sr. (Inell G. Roney).
Special Gifts: Lorraine Collins Estate.
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions received after that time are reported on the next 
month’s financial statement. 
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Day Time Lakeland Classes Instructor Credit

Monday
     8:30-12:00
     1:00-4:15

Hebrews and Galatians (243)
English I: Grammar (124) (first year students)
Greek I (222) (second year students)

Davis
Kenyon
Kenyon

3
3
3

Tuesday
     8:30-12:00
     1:00-4:15

Life of Paul (262)
Preparation and Delivery of Sermons (203)

J. Stearsman
Bauer

3
3

Wednesday
     8:30-12:00
     1:00-4:15

Ezekiel and Daniel (214)
Topical Studies (134)

J. Stearsman
D. Stearsman

3
3

Thursday
     8:30-12:00
     1:00-4:15

First and Second Thessalonians (237)
Sermon on the Mount (203)

Kenyon
Wheeler

3
3

Friday
     8:30-12:00
     1:00-4:15

World Religions (275)
Old Testament History (239)

Wheeler
Elledge

3
3

R
eg

is
te

r 
on

-l
in

e,
 b

y 
ca

lli
ng

 th
e 

of
fi

ce
, o

r 
by

 s
el

ec
tin

g 
cl

as
se

s 
fr

om
 th

is
 f

or
m

 
an

d 
m

ai
lin

g 
it 

to
 th

e 
of

fi
ce

 w
ith

 y
ou

r 
na

m
e,

 a
dd

re
ss

, a
nd

 p
ho

ne
 n

um
be

r!

F
a
ll
 2

0
12

 S
em

es
te

r 
B
eg

in
s 

A
ug

. 
13

Extension Classes

Thursday
     6:00-8:30

Gospel of John (227)
(Orange Street church of Christ, Auburndale)

Bauer 2.5

     7:00-9:30
Eschatology (276)

(Wesconnett church of Christ, Jacksonville)
Scaggs 2.5

Great Selection of Classes! Enroll Today, Full or Part Time! 


