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Church Members’ Responsibility

By Brian R. Kenyon
In order for the church to function properly, each 

part must be “fitly joined together and compacted 
[or knitted] by that which every joint supplieth” 
(Eph. 4:16, KJV). Involved in this properly function-
ing body of Christ are responsibilities toward one 
another in the local church. In First Thessalonians 
5:12-22), Paul teaches three levels of responsibility 
church members have: (1) toward  the eldership (1 
Thes. 5:12-13); (2) toward each other (1 Thes. 5:14-
15); and (3) toward themselves (1 Thes. 5:16-22). In 
this article, we will examine the first of these respon-
sibilities; namely, church members’ responsibility 
toward the eldership. 

Appreciate The Eldership
Paul wrote, “And we beseech you, brethren, to 

know them which labour among you, and are over 
you in the Lord, and admonish you” (1 Thes. 5:12). 
Paul could have “commanded” these brethren as an 
apostle with authority, but instead he “beseeches 
[urges, NKJ]” them as family in Christ. “Brethren” is 
a term of endearment often used by Paul (cf. Rom. 
1:13; 1 Cor. 1:1). All Christians are of equal value in 
the family of God (cf. Mt. 23:8).

This first responsibility Paul gives for the church 
members toward their elders is to appreciate them. 
“To know [recognize, NKJ]” is from a word that 
means to know, understand, perceive; as used 
here, it means “to acknowledge the true value of, 

appreciate” (Zerwick 620). This perhaps indicates 
that the Thessalonian “brethren” did not realize as 
they should the rightful place of those to whom Paul 
referred. The Thessalonian church consisted mainly 
of Gentile Christians who perhaps were not as in-
clined to appreciate the role of these leaders (unlike 
Jews familiar with the synagogue organization).

The group Paul said we are to appreciate is de-
scribed in a three-fold manner. They “labour among 
you,” they “are over you in the Lord,” and they “ad-
monish you.” That these refer to one group that do 
all three of these functions, rather than three groups 
that each do one of the functions described, is evident 
by the fact that there is only one Greek article that 
governs the three participles translated “labour...are 
over...admonish,” and they are connected by the co-
ordinating conjunction translated “and.” Let us con-
sider Paul’s inspired description of the function of 
this group of individuals in the local church.

First, those to whom Paul referred “labour among 
you.” The word “labour” (from kopiao, κοπιάω cf. 
the noun in 1 Thes. 1:3; 2:9; 3:5) means to work
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hard, labor (Rom. 16:6; 1 Cor. 4:12; 15:10; Eph. 4:28; 
1 Tim. 4:10; 2 Tim. 2:6). Although the verb often 
refers to physical work, it can also refer to the hard 
work done for the Lord in teaching and living the 
Gospel (cf. Rom. 16:12; 1 Tim. 5:17; Rev. 2:3). Sec-
ond, those to whom Paul referred are “over you in 
the Lord.” The word behind “[Who] are over” (from 
proistemi, προΐστημι, literally, “set before”) means 
be a leader, have authority over, manage; care for, 
give help. The word is used with reference to elders 
and deacons concerning the headship in their fami-
lies (1 Tim. 3:4-5, 12; 5:17 cf. Rom. 12:8). Note that 
the realm of their authority is “in the Lord,” and is, 
therefore, to be exercised for the spiritual good of the 
family of God (cf. 2 Cor. 10:8), not as an opportunity 
to force their own will upon others (cf. Lk. 22:25-27; 
1 Pet. 5:1-3). Third, those to whom Paul refers “ad-
monish you.” The word “admonish” (from noutheteo, 
νουθετέω) basically means to impart understand-
ing (a mind for something); it denotes the word of 
admonition which is designed to correct while not 
provoking or embittering (1 Thes. 5:14; Acts 20:31; 
Rom. 15:14; 1 Cor. 4:14 “warn;” Col. 1:28 “warning;” 
3:16; 2 Thes. 3:15) (Behm 1021). The word carries 
the idea of “older-brotherly” counseling on the part 
of the leader to a younger brother who is at fault in 
a matter (especially brought out in 1 Cor. 4:14) (Ed-
wards 36).

Although various ideas exist as to whom this 
group refers, the elders of the church best fit this 
context and the total teaching of the Bible. The 

main argument 
against the view 
that this refers 
to elders is the 
claim that the 
church could 
not have had 
these “officials” 
this early in the 
church’s his-
tory (AD 51-52). 
Paul and Barn-
abas, however, 
earlier than the 
establishment 
of the church 
in Thessalonica 
“ordained el-
ders in every 

church” in the regions of Lystra, Iconium, and An-
tioch (Acts 14:22-23 cf. Acts 20:26). Furthermore, 
church organization was well established in the Phi-
lippian congregation (about AD 60-62) (Phil. 1:1). 
This claim also assumes that church organization 
“evolved” over a period of time. However, the Bible 
teaches that elders (and deacons, etc.) were part of 
God’s plan from the beginning (cf. Eph. 4:11-12).

Another argument against the view that First 
Thessalonians 5:12 refers to elders is that the con-
gregation in Thessalonica was too young to have 
mature men who would qualify (cf. 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 
1:5-9). However, it is possible that some of the con-
verts were spiritually mature Jews, and were thus 
more readily qualified once they learned the Gospel 
more fully and taught it to their families. This was 
also during the miraculous age, and some men may 
have been spiritually gifted (cf. Eph. 4:11-12). Hav-
ing considered these objections, the truth stands 
clear: there is no group of people other than elders 
who are “over” others “in the Lord” (cf. Acts 20: 28; 
1 Tim. 5:17)! 

Respect The Eldership
Paul continued with instruction to the Thessalo-

nians, “And to esteem them very highly in love for 
their work’s sake. And be at peace among yourselves” 
(1 Thes. 5:13). They are to respect the elders of the 
church for their work (1 Thes. 5:13a). The word trans-
lated “esteem” basically means to lead, but in the 
thirteen known epistles of Paul, it is used in the sense 
of to consider, regard, have regard for (2 Cor. 9:5, 
“thought;” Phil. 2:3, “esteem;” 2:6, “thought;” 2:25, 
“suppose;” 3:7-8, “counted;” Heb. 11:11, “judged;” 
11:26, “esteeming”). “Very [exceeding, ASV] highly” 
is from a word that means with all earnestness, more 
than ever; very highly indeed (Newman 187). The 
entire construction of the phrase teaches that the 
Thessalonians are to esteem their elders most high-
ly, or to have an immense regard for them (Zerwick 
620). “In love” shows they are not to be respected 
as mere “figures of authority” whose names appear 
on church stationery, but with affection as family in 
Christ. Likewise, “for their works sake” shows that 
respect must not be based on mere personalities, but 
because of the work elders do on behalf of the Lord’s 
church. Elsewhere, we are told,

Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that 
must give account, that they may do it with joy, and
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not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. (Heb. 
13:17)

Conclusion
The relevance of the last part of First Thessalo-

nians 5:13—“be at peace among yourselves”—must 
not be overlooked. When the elders are respected 
and appreciated in love for their work, the church 
will be at peace (1 Thes. 5:13b). Disharmony in a lo-
cal church with an eldership most often results from 
one of two factors. Either elders are not Scripturally 

fulfilling their God-given roles and thus are not re-
ceiving appreciation or respect from the members, 
or elders are doing their God-given work, but  they 
are not receiving the appreciation nor respect from 
the members because the members do not appreciate 
nor respect God’s will concerning leadership in the 
local church. Local church members must appreci-
ate and respect the local eldership! As one observed, 
“It is a matter of fact that to this day we are often 
slow to realize that effective leadership in the church 
of Christ demands effective following” (Morris 167).
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Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In June 2012*
Florida Churches of Christ: Arcadia (Hickory Street); Bartow (Fifth Avenue); Branford (Burlington); Daytona Beach (Beville Road); Dunnellon; 
Gainesville (Thirty-Ninth Avenue); Haines City (Oakland), Jacksonville (Paxon, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland (Sixth Street); Mulberry; New 
Port Richey (River Road); Orlando (Pinecastle); Parrish (North River); Plant City (Laura Street); Sarasota (Midway, Osprey); Sebastian; Stuart.
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh); Arkansas (Hamburg); Michigan (Waynecorse ); North Carolina (Pike 
Road); Ohio (Paulding); Tennessee (Rock Springs).
Individuals: Albert Adams, Rodrigue Aleandre, M/M Dwight Bailey, M/M Jeffrey Bingle, M/M Sam Bolding, John B. Carter, Jr., Annie Chambers, 
Melissa Craft, David Deal, James R. Earnhardt, Ron and Judy Ford, M/M Terry S. Frizzell, M/M Elvis Galbreath, M/M Allen R. Gardner, Ruth E. 
Headley, Joan Humphrey, Laura Jordan, Walter Kos, M/M Patrick LaConte, Rosemary LaConte, Carla Lee, James Mayo, M/M Bobby McKendree, 
Rose Molander, M/M Austin Moody, Carol Moore, M/M Frank W. Norton, Tammi D. Paye, M/M Jack Pinckert, Linda J. Pinckney, Uleysses Rich-
ardson, M/M John Robertson, M/M Roger Rosie, M/M Fred Selby, Johnye C. Sims, M/M Frank Small, M/M Daniel K. Stearsman, M/M Jackie M. 
Stearsman, M/M Charles A. Thornhill, Jean Townsend, M/M Lazaros J. Watson.
Memorials: Charlie Deal (M/M David Anderson, M/M E. L. Burbage, M/M N. G. Carruth, Robert Pratt, The Barney and Carol J. Barnett Fund 
within the Community Foundation of Greater Lakeland, David M. Deal, M/M David Dix, Flo Duffy, M/M Phillip E. Fife, Ron and Judy Ford, Dotty 
Gutzler, M/M Stephen D, Hunley, M/M Brian Kenyon, M/M Darnell Kirkland, M/M Clinton Longfellow, M/M John L. McShane, Jr., Margaret Nor-
man, Fay Robinson, M/M Bobby Simpson, Jeanelle Thrower, M/M Ken Walker, M/M David Williams); Steven Deitemeyer (M/M Sam Bolding, 
M/M Duane G. Nelson, Jeanelle Thrower); Penny Haynes (Anonymous); James Huggins (M/M James R. Brooks); Mildred Kirkland (Anony-
mous); Harold Luke (M/M Sam Bolding, Dotty Gutzler, M/M Duane Nelson, M/M Robert Pratt); George Peterson (Dorothy Peterson).

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In July 2012*
Florida Churches of Christ: Alachua; Arcadia (Hickory Street); Auburndale (Orange Street);Bartow (Fifth Avenue); Daytona Beach (Beville 
Road); Gainesville (Thirty-Ninth Avenue); Haines City (Oakland); Jacksonville (Paxon, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland (Sixth Street, South 
Florida Avenue); Mulberry; New Port Richey (River Road); Orlando (Pinecastle); Parrish (North River); Plant City (Laura Street); Sarasota (Os-
prey); Sebastian; Stuart.
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh); Arkansas (Flippin); Michigan (Waynecorse); North Carolina (Pike Road); 
Ohio (Paulding); Tennessee (Rock Springs); Texas (Iglesia De Cristo Hispana).
Individuals: Rodrigue Aleandre, M/M Sam Bolding, John B. Carter, Jr., Annie Chambers, David Deal, Ron and Judy Ford, M/M Terry S. Frizzell, 
M/M Allen R. Gardner, Edward C. Guerrero, Ruth E. Headley, Joan Humphrey, Laura Jordan, Walter Kos, Newman Kirkland, M/M Patrick LaConte, 
Rosemary LaConte, Carla Lee, James Mayo, M/M Bobby McKendree, M/M Jack Mallard, M/M Nathaniel McCray, M/M Austin Moody,M/M R. 
W. Navarre M/M Frank W. Norton, Leandro Padilla, Benancio Padilla, M/M Charles Paulin, Tammi D. Paye, M/M Jack Pinckert, Linda J. Pinckney, 
Mary C. Powell, Uleysses Richardson, M/M Stephen Robertson, M/M Roger Rosie, M/M Fred Selby, Johnye C. Sims, M/M Daniel K. Stearsman, 
M/M Jackie M. Stearsman, Jean Townsend,William Terry Tribble, M/M Lazaros J. Watson.
Memorials: Fred Britt (M/M Ira Walling); B. C. Carr (Sybil Carr); Charlie Deal (M/M Clair E. Butler, Newman L. Kirkland); Penny Haynes (New-
man L. Kirkland); Martha McAllister (M/M Sam Bolding, M/M Duane G. Nelson, M/M Fred Strickland); George Peterson (Dorothy Peterson); 
Gladys Wagner (Dotty Gutzler).
Special Gifts: Charlie M. Deal Estate.
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions received after that time are reported on the next 
month’s financial statement. 
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As we begin Our 44th School Year . . .
We give thanks, first and foremost, to God who has allowed us to train preachers and prepare souls to better serve the 
Lord since 1969! A number of years ago, a donation was given to our library that included several issues of brother-
hood journals. In many of those journals from the 1970’s, announcements were made of preaching schools that had 
started throughout this country. Yet, many, if not most of those preacher training schools no longer exist for various 
reasons, ranging from not enough students, not enough support, and brethren just not getting along with one another. 
However, by God’s grace the Florida School of Preaching continues to faithfully train preachers.

Secondly, as we begin our 44th school year, we give thanks to you, our supporters. Without your help we could not 
even have a school to train preachers and prepare souls to better serve the Lord. We especially thank the South Florida 
Avenue congregation for hosting the school and supporting us in so many ways, above and beyond their recently in-
creased financial assistance. We also thank those of you who support our students. Especially when we consider the 
economic challenges of our time, it is difficult enough for a young man with a family to take two years out of his life for 
intensive preacher training, but when we add to that the difficulty in raising support, it sometimes seems impossible for 
a young man to attend the Florida School of Preaching. However, with your generous and sacrificial help, we continue 
to enroll young men who want to preach the Gospel of Christ. Please include us in your 2013 budgets, whether you 
wish to support the school, our students, or both! We cannot exist as we have since 1969 without your help!

As we accomplish great things through the Lord this semester, we ask that you continue to pray for the Florida 
School of Preaching that we may continue faithfully training preachers until the Lord returns. Also, please help us find 
men who are willing to dedicate their lives to preaching the Gospel of peace. In many ways, you are our best recruiting 
tools! Again, for the start of the first 
semester of our 44th school year . . . We Thank God and You!


