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Creston M. Frizzell came to us from the Stuart church of Christ, for whom his dad, 
Terry, is the preacher. Before enrolling in the school of preaching, he served in the 
United States Army Military Police Corps. For much of his time as a student here, 
he preached for the Lake Placid church of Christ. He plans on preaching full-time, 
and he is currently looking for a congregation with whom to work. In the near fu-
ture, he also plans to marry Dina Nima, a faithful Christian lady he first met while 

on a mission trip to Peru. Her family and the Frizzells have been friends for years. 

Completing Their Studies With Us
On May 12, three students will receive their certificates of completion. This occasion provides the 
opportunity to THANK YOU for your support of the school. Though our numbers may seem small com-
pared to some, let us not “despise the day of small things” (Zec. 4:10). Like the remnant that returned 
to the promised land, God can do great things, even through a small number. The Lord needs more 
preachers and prepared souls to serve Him. These three will make a difference for good wherever they 
serve—thanks to your generosity! May the Lord bless them as they “Go... into all the world.” May the 
Lord bless us with more students to prepare. If you know of faithful men who want to preach, please 
let us know. If you would like to know more about the school and ways you can help, please contact us. 

Darrin S. Morehouse came to us from the Venice church of Christ, having become 
a Christian in 2009. He served in the United States Army and Army Reserves from 
1987 to 1993. Prior to enrolling in the school of preaching, he worked in professional 
audio/video installation and design, and helped his wife’s business in internet retail. 
He also has experience in catering, evidenced by our last appreciation banquet, where 
he organized and prepared food. His plans are to preach full-time and is now looking 

for a congregation. He and his wife, Kristy, have four sons and one granddaughter. 

Bryant L. Johnson, Sr. came to us from the Mulberry church of Christ, where he 
has been a member for twelve years. He served in the United States Army, Nation-
al Guard, and Army Reserves from 1978 to 1992, including service during Desert 
Storm. Prior to enrolling in the school of preaching, he worked as a sanitation su-
perintendent for Plant City, Florida. His plans following school are to stay with the 
Mulberry congregation and serve as an associate minister and possibly in a future 

eldership. He and his wife, Patricia, have four children and eighteen grandchildren.
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With the announcement of preaching students com-
pleting their two years with us, the work of preaching is 
perhaps more on our minds now than at other times. It is 
well known, for those of us who have been around any 
length of time, that all preachers do not stay true to their 
calling. Some become discouraged and quit the work of 
preaching, while others lose their moorings of what preach-
ing involves. The most tragic are those, like Demas, who 
allow the “love of this present world” to lead them astray 
(2 Tim. 4:10). The example and teaching of the apostle 
Paul, who was perhaps the greatest preacher besides the 
Lord, can help preachers stay true to their ministry. Let 
us consider two ways to remain true to the ministry of 
preaching according to some of Paul’s instruction found 
in Second Corinthians. Within the overall section where 
he describes his ministry (2 Cor. 2:14-7:4), Paul particu-
larly points out how he and his coworkers minister in the 
open light of the Gospel (2 Cor. 4:1-6). It is from this lat-
ter section we want to draw two points that will help keep 
preachers true to their ministry. 

Refuse to Be Discouraged 
Paul begins this section, “Therefore seeing we have 

this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not” 
(2 Cor. 4:1). Paul’s ministry is a result of receiving God’s 
mercy (2 Cor. 4:1a). This “mercy” about which Paul writes 
directly ties into the “grace” he often uses to describe his 

privilege to preach 
the Gospel. He 
writes,
For I am the least 
of the apostles, 
that am not meet 
to be called an 
apostle, because 
I persecuted the 
church of God. 
10But by the grace 
of God I am 
what I am: and 
his grace which 
was bestowed 
upon me was 
not in vain; but 
I laboured more 
abundantly than 
they all: yet not 
I, but the grace of 

God which was with me. (1 Cor. 15:9-10). 

Again, Paul writes, 
And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, 
for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the minis-
try; 13Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious: but I obtained mercy... 14And the grace of our 
Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which 
is in Christ Jesus. 15....Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners; of whom I am chief. 16Howbeit for this cause 
I obtained mercy.... (1 Tim. 1:12-16).

Paul’s awareness of God’s role and purpose for his min-
istry kept him from becoming discouraged (2 Cor. 4:1b). 
The word translated “faint [lose heart, NKJ]” means to 
become discouraged, to tire of (2 Cor. 4:16; Gal. 6:9; Eph. 
3:13; 2 Thes. 3:13). “Faint not” became a Christian tech-
nical term for “the unflagging pursuit of the goal of ser-
vice,” as well as the “tautness of the determined heart that 
does not let up or lose courage” (Rogers and Rogers 399). 

Preachers, let us not become discouraged! Be assured, 
things will not always go our way—we will be under ap-
preciated by some, people will not always put our ser-
mons to practice, and/or brethren will disappoint us. None 
of these (nor other) things, however, will be unique to us 
alone (cf. 1 Cor. 10:13). Our Lord and faithful preachers 
of all ages have faced these same things, yet have over-
come the temptations to become discouraged to the point 
of quitting the “work of an evangelist” (2 Tim. 4:1-5). 

Imitate Paul’s Ministry 
Not only must preachers refuse to become discour-

aged, they must also imitate Paul’s example of handling 
himself and the word he preached. He continues,

But [we] have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, 
not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending 
ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 
(2 Cor. 4:2)

First, Paul renounced hidden things that caused shame 
(2 Cor. 4:2a). The word from which “renounced” is trans-
lated means to disown. The aorist tense, as used here, is 
“timeless and does not mean that he had previously prac-
ticed what he says that he has renounced” (Rogers and 
Rogers 399). “Dishonesty [shame, NKJ; disgraceful, un-
derhanded, ESV]” is from a word that means shame, dis-
grace, or shameful deed (Lk. 14:19; Phil. 3:19; Heb. 12:2; 
Jude 13; Rev. 3:18). Whether these shameful things were 

By Brian R. Kenyon
Remaining True To The Ministry
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Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In March 2013
Florida Churches of Christ: Arcadia (Hickory Street); Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow (Fifth Avenue ); Branford (Burlington); Clearwater 
(Central); Daytona Beach (Beville Road ); Dunnellon; Gainesville (Thirty-Ninth Avenue); Haines City (Oakland); Jacksonville (Paxon, Wesconnett); 
Kissimmee; Lakeland (North Lakeland, Sixth Street, South Florida Avenue); Mayo; Mulberry; New Port Richey (River Road); Orlando (Pinecastle); 
Orange Park (Lakeside); Port Charlotte; Sarasota (Osprey Avenue); Sebastian; Stuart; Tampa (Southside).
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Prattville, Shiloh); Arkansas (Hamburg; Greenbriar); Michigan (Waynecorse); North 
Carolina (Pike Road); Ohio (Paulding); Texas (Getty Street).
Individuals: Rodrigue Aleandre, Ruth Headley-Barnes, M/M Robert Bauer, M/M Sam Bolding, M/M James R. Brooks, M/M Manuel Brown, James 
Burford, M/M John B. Carter ,Jr., Annie Chambers, M/M Reginald Colton, Toni Radford Daniels, David Deal, M/M Greg Evans, Charles Feduccia, M/M 
Ron Ford, M/M Terry S. Frizzell, M/M Elvis Galbreath, M/M Alan R. Gardner, M/M John Greene, Joan Humphrey, Laura J. Jordan, Tamara Kirkbride, 
M/M Patrick Laconte, M/M Philip Lancaster, Carla Lee, M/M Jack Mallard, M/M C. E. Manning, M/M Thomas Mathis, M/M Nathaniel McCray, M/M 
Bobby McKendree, M/M Austin Moody, Joe Morgan, M/M R. W. Navarre, Willie Nettle, Nancy Norton, M/M Leandro Padilla, Benancio Padilla, 
Tammi D. Paye, M/M Jack Pinckert, Linda J. Pinckney, Uleysses Richardson, M/M John Robertson, M/M Stephen Robertson, M/M Roger Rosie, M/M 
Fred Selby, Johnye C. Sims, M/M Daniel Stearsman, M/M Jackie M. Stearsman, James Sullivan, M/M Charles A. Thornhill, M/M Lazaros J. Watson, 
M/M Art Wilkins.
Memorials: B. C. Carr (Sybil Carr, James R. Earnhardt); Ron Jones (M/M Ron Ford); Mildred Kirkland (M/M Darnell Kirkland); Wallace Maxwell 
(M/M Stephen D. Hunley, Denny Smitherman, Wesconnett church of Christ); George Peterson (Dorothy Peterson); Ken Plumlee (M/M Jimmy 
Sweeney, M/M Ken Walker); Melba Simons (M/M Larry C. Smith, M/M Billy Thomason, M/M Eric Thomason, M/M Ken Walker).
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions received after that time are reported on the next month’s 
financial statement.

unashamedly done in the open or concealed by those who 
practiced them is the subject of much discussion. Paul’s 
point, however, is clear: his motives were pure and he had 
nothing to hide, unlike some “preachers” of his day, espe-
cially his opponents. Preachers today should also live in 
such a way so as to have nothing to hide (cf. Mt. 5:16)!  

Second, Paul did not deceive nor distort the word of 
God, neither by his preaching nor by his practice (2 Cor. 
4:2b). The word translated “craftiness [cunning, ESV]” 
refers to trickery, deceit, or cunning (2 Cor. 11:3, “sub-
tilty;” 1 Cor. 3:19; Eph. 4:14). “Deceitfully [adulterat-
ing, NAS; tamper with, ESV]” is from a Greek word that 
means to use deceit, to use bait, to ensnare, to corrupt with 
error, to falsify (Rogers and Rogers 399). The Greek word 
occurs only here in New Testament, but it is used in non-
inspired writings of the time in reference to the dilution of 
wine, which suggests that “Paul had in mind the corrup-
tion of the word of God by mingling it with alien ideas” 
(cf. 2 Cor. 2:17; Col. 2:8, 18) (Kruse 102). By tampering 
with God’s word, false teachers concoct a different Jesus 
(2 Cor. 11:4) and a different Gospel (Gal. 1:6-7)! Some 
times, preachers may be tempted to “dilute” God’s word 
in order to please others, but to be true to the ministry, we 
must not deceive nor distort the doctrine of Christ!

Third, Paul openly commended the message he 
preached to his hearers’ own consciences (2 Cor. 4:2c). 
The word “manifestation” means to bring to light, to dis-

close (1 Cor. 12:7). It is an “open statement” (ESV). The 
word “commend” means to give approval (2 Cor. 6:4; 
7:11; 10:18; 12:11; Rom. 3:5). There is a sense here that 
Paul did commend himself and his coworkers, but this 
commending was not as his opponents unwisely did of 
themselves (cf. 2 Cor. 20:12). To the contrary, Paul ap-
pealed to his hearers’ “conscience.” Paul did not have to 
dilute his message nor deceitfully handle it to trick his 
listeners. His message came from God (cf. Gal. 1:11-12), 
and his reputation to those “tuned in” to the Lord stood on 
the fruits of his labor! He conducted his ministry “in the 
sight of God”—quite the opposite of having to be “hid-
den” (2 Cor. 4:2a)!

Conclusion 
Remaining true to the ministry is important to the 

Lord’s cause and to the purpose for which the Florida 
School of Preaching stands. Preachers, let us refuse to be 
discouraged, and let us follow the example of Paul’s han-
dling of himself and the message he preached! 
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Make Plans Now To Attend Our 39th Annual Lectureship

Do You Understand Truth?
Monday through Thursday, January 20-23, 2014
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KNOW
Be a church that knows 
the importance of God’s  
word (2 Tim. 3:14-4:5)!

LOOK
Be a church that looks for 
and recommends potential 
preachers (Acts 16:1-2)!

SUPPORT
Be a church that 
supports preachers 
(Phil. 4:10-20)!

FOLLOW
Be a church that truly 
follows  God (Acts 
11:26; 13:1-4)!

The Local Church’s Role In Training Preachers
Recently, I was asked to preach on this subject at a congregation in Alabama. Below are the main points 
I used with a brief synopsis of the content of each point. One of the best known young evangelists in the 
New Testament is Timothy. The record of Paul’s meeting him is found in Acts 16:1-2, when Paul came 
to Derbe and Lystra, on his second missionary trip, “behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timo-
thy, the son of a certain Jewish woman who believed, but his father was Greek. 2He was well spoken 
of by the brethren who were at Lystra and Iconium” (NKJ). Note that Timothy was from a religiously 
mixed home, but that did not stop him from learn-
ing the Scriptures from his mother and grandmoth-
er (cf. 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14), nor did it stop the brethren 
from highly recommending him. Encouragement to 
preach should begin in the home, even if only one 
parent is a Christian, and that encouragement must 
continue in the local church. Consider those who are 
not brought up in a Christian home, but obeyed the 
Gospel later in life. Who is going to encourage them 
to preach if not the local congregation? Does the local 
church of Christ of which you are a member look for 
men, young or old, to encourage to preach the Gos-
pel? The local church must supply the demand of 
preachers for which this sinful world calls. Please help 
us find men to preach and souls to prepare! —Brian


