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How Excited Are We About Jesus?

By Brian R. Kenyon

Have you ever heard really good news and could not
wait to tell someone? Perhaps it was a friend who was
baptized or a family member who found out she was ex-
pecting a baby. Perhaps it was even an unbelievable sale
or deal purchased at a yard sale. Whatever it was, we just
could not wait to tell others! How excited do we get about
the good news of the Gospel? Mark records an incident
in the life of Jesus that shows the excitement that should
naturally follow the realization of who Jesus is and what
He has done for us. How excited are we about Jesus?

The Miracle

Mark records the following miracle that is not found
in the other Gospels.

Again, departing from the region of Tyre and Sidon, He
came through the midst of the region of Decapolis to
the Sea of Galilee. **Then they brought to Him one who
was deaf and had an impediment in his speech, and they
begged Him to put His hand on him. *And He took him
aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears,
and He spat and touched his tongue. **Then, looking up
to heaven, He sighed, and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that
is, “Be opened.” *Immediately his ears were opened, and
the impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke
plainly. **Then He commanded

speak.” (Mk. 7:31-37)

There are three things to note in this miracle. First,
Jesus came. As Jesus traveled from the coastal cities of
Tyre and Sidon toward the Sea of Galilee, He came to De-
capolis, a territory of ten Greek cities. This was a largely
Gentile area. A number of people from this area came to
hear Jesus preach (Mk. 3:8). This was also a place where
Jesus cast out demons (Mk. 5:20). Whether or not the man
Jesus healed was a Gentile, a healing in a predominately
Gentile region would be an encouragement to Mark’s
mostly Gentile readers. This man, who was deaf and had
a speech impediment, was brought to Jesus (Mk. 7:32).
This shows the faith in Jesus those who brought him had
(cf. Mk. 2:3-4). The word translated “impediment in his
speech [spoke with difficulty, NAS]” indicates one who
had difficulty in speaking, or even a complete mute. The
Greek word occurs no where else in the New Testament,
but is found again in Isaiah 35:6 (LXX), where, in the
Messianic kingdom, the prophet says that “the lame shall
leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb [mute, ESV]
sing.” Those who brought the man, begged Jesus to “put
his hand upon” their friend, which is another way of say-
ing they wanted Jesus to heal him (cf. Mk. 5:23; 6:5).

Second, Jesus cleared. Je-

them that they should tell no
one; but the more He com-
manded them, the more widely
they proclaimed it. *’And they
were astonished beyond mea-
sure, saying, “He has done all
things well. He makes both the
deaf to hear and the mute to
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sus took the man aside to give
him personal attention (Mk.
7:33-34). Both Jesus and the
Father were involved in this
man’s healing. Jesus put His
fingers in the deaf and mute
man’s ear, and Jesus spat (pre-
sumably in His other finger)




The Harvester

October 2013

Page 2

and touched the man’s tongue. Though the Father is not
explicitly mentioned, His involvement is seen in the fact
that Jesus was “looking up to heaven” when He said
“Ephphatha,” which is Aramaic for “Be opened.” There
were other occasions that Jesus looked up to heaven when
invoking the Father’s help (cf. Jn. 11:41; 17:1). Immedi-
ately, the man was healed (Mk. 7:35)!

Third, Jesus commanded them that “they should tell
no one” (Mk. 7:36a). Exactly why Jesus would command
such is open for further discussion, but involved some-
where in the discussion is likely that Jesus did not want
others to have the false concept that His mission was only
about doing miracles (cf. Mk. 1:44; 5:43; Mt. 17:9), as
was the thinking of those who sought to make Him king
after He miraculously filled their bellies (Jn. 6:26-27).
The more Jesus told them not to tell any one, the more
they told it (Mk. 7:36b-37). They could not hold back

what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will
put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than

clothing? (Mt. 6:25)

The KJV translates “do not worry” as “take no thought.” J.
W. McGarvey sheds light on this by stating that “thought
was often used for melancholy,” and that “the expression
take thought, meant to go into a state of melancholy or
despondency” (67). He continued, “It expresses, not the
mental act of thinking, but the state of feeling which re-
sults from a despondent view of the future” (67). Being
overly concerned about the necessities of life can reach
the point where it is a sinful lack of faith in God. May we
trust in the Lord and not allow a lack of faith to take away
our excitement for Jesus!

Second, some people lose excitement for Jesus due
to a feeling of self-sufficiency. They are more puffed up
and excited about themselves than Jesus. The Kingdom

their excitement about Jesus!

Hindrances To Excitement

At one point in our Christianity, all of us were excited
about Jesus! It is obvious through observation at some
church assemblies—by those present and not present—
. There are several

that some have lost that excitement
reasons for this, but only three will be
considered here. First, some people
lose excitement for Jesus due to a lack
of faith. Jesus said,

Therefore I say to you, do not worry
about your life, what you will eat or
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of Judah illustrates this in the Old Testament. God res-
cued her, as it were, as a baby left for dead in a field, and
He brought her up securely, giving her great beauty (Ezk.
16:1-14), but she turned against God and acted as if she
were the reason why she was so blessed (Ezk. 16:1-50)!
Let us not be so lifted up with pride that we lose our ex-
citement for Jesus!

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In August 2013
Florida Churches of Christ: Arcadia (Hickory Street); Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow
(Fifth Avenue); Clearwater (Central); Daytona Beach (Beville Road); Eagle Lake; Gainesville (Thir-
ty-Ninth Avenue); Haines City (Oakland); Jacksonville (Paxon, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland
(Sixth Street, South Florida Avenue); Lake Placid (Heritage); Mulberry; New Port Richey (River
Road); Orange Park (Lakeside); Parrish (North River); Plant City (Laura Street); Ruskin (South
Hillsborough); Sarasota (Osprey Avenue); Sebastian; Stuart.

Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh, Prattville);Georgia (Green
Briar); Michigan (Waynecorse); North Carolina (Pike Road); Texas (Getty).

Individuals: M/M Robert Bauer, M/M Sam Bolding, Rosie Burford, Annie Chambers, M/M Regi-
nald Colton, Melissa Craft, M/M Hollis Cress, Toni Radford Daniel, David Deal, M/M Gregory Ev-
ans, M/M Bob Faneuf, M/M John Faneuf, M/M Allen R. Gardner, M/M John Greene, Joan Hum-
phrey, Laura Jordan, M/M Rick Kenyon, Newman L. Kirkland (posthumously), Carla Lee, M/M
Jack Mallard, M/M Thomas Mathis, M/M Nathaniel McCray, M/M Bobby McKendree, M/M Aus-
tin Moody, Joe Morgan, M/M R. W. Navarre, Nancy Norton, Benancio Padilla, Leandro Padilla,
Tammi D. Paye, M/M Jack Pinckert, Linda J. Pinckney, Uleysses Richardson, Wilken Roger, M/M
Roger Rosie, Johnye C. Sims, M/M Daniel K. Stearsman, M/M Jackie M. Stearsman, M/M Charles
Thornhill, M/M Ira Walling, M/M Art Wilkins.

Memorials: Earl Anderson (M/M Jeffrey Bingle, M/M Sam Bolding, Brenda Mask, M/M Daune
Nelson, M/M Robert Pratt, M/M Jimmy Sweeney, Betty Thornhill, Jeanelle Thrower, M/M Ken
Walker, M/M David Williams), J. H. Blackman (M/M James Brooks), B. C. Carr (Sybil Carr), Rob-
ert Farmer (Jeanelle Thrower), Hayward Brooks (Anonymous), Newman Kirkland (M/M Brian
Kenyon), Newman and Mildred Kirkland (Brenda Mask), Helen Luigs (Jonnie Brown), Evelyn
McAnally (Jonnie Brown, M/M Harold Hooks), George Peterson (Dorothy Peterson), Nina Pratt
(M/M David Anderson, M/M lJeffrey Bingle, M/M Sam Bolding, M/M E. L. Burbage, David M.
Deal, M/M Phillip Fife, M/M Stephen Fraley, Dotty Gutzler, M/M Harold Hooks, M/M Brian Ke-
nyon, M/M Clinton Longfellow, Brenda Mask, M/M John L. McShane, Jr., M/M Duane Nelson,
Margaret Norman, M/M Robert Pratt, Pam Share, M/M Bobby Simpson, M/M Fred Strickland,
M/M Jimmy Sweeney, Betty Thornhill, Jeanelle Thrower, M/M Ken Walker, Faith West, M/M
David Williams).

*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions
received after that time are reported on the next month’s financial statement.
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“Do You Understand Truth?”

39th Annual Lectureship ]an. 20-23, 2014 Brian R. Kenyon, Director

MONDAY
9:00 What Is Truth and Can We Know It? Jackie M. Stearsman

9:40 Suppressing the Truth (Rom. 1:18-20) Charles Broyles
10:20 BREAK
10:50 Is Atheism Credible? Eric Lyons
11:30 LUNCH

Forum: Challenges to Truth
1:30 Postmodernism Daniel Stearsman
2:00 Other Philosophical Challenges Rick Kenyon
2:30 Modern Media Cloyd “Ben” Frock, Jr.
3:00 BREAK
3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic
4:30 DINNER
6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 Eve: Tricked About Truth Mike Elledge
7:45 Jesus’ View of Truth Tom Holland

TUESDAY

9:00 “Thy Word Is Truth”
9:40 True Religious Authority
10:20 BREAK

10:50 Denominational Baptism and Truth ~ Cameron Freeman

George F. Beals
Michael Shepherd

11:30 LUNCH

Forum: Truth and Religion
Roman Catholicism’s View of Truth
Islam’s View of Truth
Mormonism’s View of Truth
BREAK
Questions And Answers On Forum Topic

Earl Edwards
Trent Wheeler
Nathan Franson

DINNER

Congregational Singing

The Young Prophet: Believing a Lie
Jesus: Bearing Witness to the Truth

Vernon Sirmons
Jimmy Clark

WEDNESDAY

9:00 Mercy and Truth J. Brooks Boyd, Jr.

9:40 Righteousness and Truth Sam Willcut
10:20 BREAK
10:50 Worship in Spirit and Truth Jimmy Clark
11:30 LUNCH

Forum: Truth and Worship
1:30 Truth Concerning Music in Worship Stan Mitchell

Alfred Woodard
Brian R. Kenyon

2:00 Truth Concerning the Lord’s Supper
2:30 Truth Concerning “Tongue Speaking”
3:00 BREAK

3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic

4:30 DINNER

6:30 Congregational Singing

7:00 Micaiah: Some Do Not Want Truth
7:45 Jesus: Grace and Truth

Brian Howard
Cameron Freeman

THURSDAY

9:00 Truth and the Consequences of Sin
9:40 Truth and “Same Sex Marriage”
10:20 BREAK

10:50 The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error

David Stearsman
Mark McWhorter

Melvin Otey

11:30 LUNCH

Forum: Truth and Preaching
1:30 Preaching the Truth in Love Bruce Daugherty
2:00 They “Went Out from Us” Jackie M. Stearsman
2:30 Persecution and Preaching the Truth Rico Brown
3:00 BREAK
3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic

4:30 DINNER

6:30 Congregational Singing

7:00 Ananias and Sapphira: Lying to God
7:45 Jesus: The Way, the Truth, and the Life

Christian Torres
Melvin Otey

Broadcast Live at www.fsop.net

Obtain a copy of our 2014 book: 0@001' 0;;5 Previous Lectureship Books:
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Third, some people lose excitement for Jesus due to
worldliness. Worldliness can choke out our entire spiri-
tual life (Mt. 13:22 cf. 2 Tim. 4:10). Jesus’ question is
still penetrating, “For what profit is it to a man if he gains
the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a
man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mt. 16:26). Gaining
the value of all the world’s resources will not ultimately
benefit us one bit! In fact, it would result in the greatest
loss—our soul! John wrote, “Do not love the world or
the things in the world,” because the “world is passing
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God
abides forever” (1 Jn. 2:15)! Are we more excited about
worldly things or about spiritual things? May we never
allow worldliness to keep us from enthusiasm for Jesus!

Manifestations of Excitement

When we speak of excitement about Jesus, we are not
referring to a “cheerleading” show. Here are some ways to
show our excitement about Jesus. First, spend time with
God. There are three main ways we spend time with God.
We spend time with God in meditating on His word. We
must know God’s word to have a real relationship with
Jesus. Our faith can never outrun our knowledge of God
and His word (Rom. 10:17). We also spend time with God

in prayer (Mt. 6:9-15 cf. Lk. 18:1; 1 Thes. 5:17). When we
speak to God the Father through the mediatorship of Jesus
(1 Tim. 2:5), we enter and abide in a spiritually intimate
relationship with God made possible by the Holy Spirit
(Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6 cf. Mk. 14:36). Finally, we spend
time with God by attending assemblies of the local church
(Heb. 10:24-25). Why would we not want to fellowship
with God and one another (cf. 1 Jn. 1:3-7)? The more we
know God, spend time praying, and assemble with the
local church, the more excited about Jesus we become!

Second, evangelize our sphere of influence. Note the
excitement displayed by Andrew and Philip when they
learned about Jesus (Jn. 1:41, 45-46). Note that the wom-
an at the well was so excited about Jesus that she left her
water pot—the very reason she came to the well—and
went to tell her villagers the good news about Christ (Jn.
4:28-29). How much closer can we be to Jesus than when
we fulfill the Great Commission (Mt. 28:19-20; Mk.
16:15-16)? Our excitement about Jesus can lead to others
being excited about Jesus (cf. Acts 8:39)! Let us forever
be excited about Jesus and show it!

Endnotes
J. W. McGarvey, The New Testament Commentary. Volume 1—
Matthew and Mark (1875; Delight, AR: Gospel Light, n.d.).



