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Racism, Race Relations,
And Jesus Sermon on the Mount

By Brian R. Kenyon

It is customary for this issue of the Harvester to give a
brief review of the lectureship book. This year’s volume,
Do You Understand Jesus’Sermon on the Mount?, already
had three chapters written dealing with race relations (cor-
responding to Thursday afternoon’s forum titled, “Doing
Unto Others...”) before the events of Ferguson, Missouri,
unfolded. This editor is still coming to grips with the un-
expected racism he observed from various social media
posts that had the Caucasian officer automatically guilty
before the evidence of the grand jury was made public.
The absolute denial of any possibility of evidence existing
that could justify the officer’s actions simply because he
was Caucasian is totally expected from the Jesse Jacksons
and Al Sharptons of the world, but when members of the
body of Christ act that same way, something seems wrong!

The purpose of this article is not to evaluate the case
in Ferguson, Missouri (the grand jury evidence is avail-
able online for those who so desire cf. Pr. 18:13), but to
examine racism and race relationships in the Bible and
even in the churches of Christ through some excerpts of
chapters in the 2015 lectureship book dealing with those
topics. In so doing, an examination of this important issue
will also serve as a preview of the lectureship book.

Was There Racism In The Bible”?

In Larry Williams’ chapter of the same title, he wrote,
“Yes, there was racism in the Bible. It was under the Law
of Moses, which named and catalogued sin” (cf. Deut.
10:17-18). Williams continued, “Neither the New Testa-
ment nor Christ condemned and/or mislabeled any people
as being ‘common and unclean’ (Acts 10:35-36), not to

mention as being inferior to others because of their race.”

In defining the term, Williams wrote,

Racism is both an intellectual as well as an emotional con-
cept that one race or an ethnic group possesses specific
attributes, abilities, and qualities that make it inferior or
superior to another group. This belief creates antagonism
and intolerance toward the said inferior race or ethnic
groups. ...Racism is an intellectualism and an emotional-
ism. While intellectualism is based on bigotry, condemna-
tion, and judgment, emotionalism is constructed upon a
triggered attitude, out of controlled speech, and automatic
evil response.

In his conclusion, Williams wrote,

Since the church of Christ is the Bible’s church, it should
strive to better appreciate and love one another. The church
that views and interprets one another through God’s eyes
will not base its judgment upon outward appearance, but
upon one’s heart. [Jer. 17:10; 1 Chr. 28:9] .... when Chris-
tians view and interpret one another through God’s lenses,
they will not call one another common and unclean. [cf.
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Acts 10:11-16, 28] .... when the church views and inter-
prets mankind through God’s understanding, it will not
exhibit a prejudicial attitude (Jas. 2:1). The church should
make no distinction based upon ethnicity, riches, nor ed-
ucation. [cf. Acts 10:34; Rom. 2:11-13] .... when Chris-
tians view and interpret their neighbors based upon God’s
wisdom, they know God accepts people based upon their
obedience [Acts 10:34-35; Ps. 15:1-2].

Race Relations
And The Restoration Movement

Bruce Daugherty begins his chapter of the same title,
“The pages of Restoration history give testimony as to
how the principles of kingdom living were applied... As
with many issues, race relations in the Restoration Move-
ment are a mixture of triumph and tragedy.” Daugh-
erty analyzes the topic under five headings: Antebellum
Views; Reconstruction and Segregation; Early Voices
Opposing Segregation; The Civil Rights Movement; and
Race Relations Today.

The Antebellum period (1781-1860) was just prior to
the Civil War, The Restoration Movement was well un-
derway during this period. Two of the most well known
leaders of this movement were Barton W. Stone and Al-
exander Campbell. Daugherty wrote,

The cradle of the Restoration Movement, however, was
also home to “the peculiar institution”—slavery. While it
is difficult to know how many of the Restorer’s owned
slaves, it is clear that many were “deeply involved in the
slavery dilemma”... In some ways, this was surprising
since both Stone and Campbell opposed slavery and set

the example of emancipating the slaves they had inherited
....The Cane Ridge revival of 1801 had

ton Stone. As Stone experienced a new religious freedom,
he determined to give physical freedom to the slaves he
owned. His example also led others to free their slaves.
...When Alexander Campbell married Margaret Brown in
1811, he inherited slaves along with his farm. Campbell
emancipated his slaves, after giving them an education
with his own children and teaching them a trade so that
they could provide for themselves....Campbell utilized the
pages of his paper, The Millennial Harbinger, to speak
out on slavery. In the first issue, Campbell’s prospectus
included, “Disquisitions upon the treatment of African
slaves, as preparation to their emancipation and exaltation
from their present degraded condition”... Campbell held
true to his word, and in 1830 he wrote his first article.

Viewing the slaves as people created in the image of
God and deserving emancipation was one challenge, but
incorporating them into a society that had only known
the slavery system was even more daunting. Daugherty
wrote, “Campbell believed that slavery in the United
States was a system that created ‘mutual bondage’ of
black slaves serving white masters and of white masters
becoming slaves to the system of slavery [Rom. 6:16].”
Thus, Daugherty continued, “Like Stone, Campbell could
not envision an integrated society in America...He too,
was in favor of colonization or returning the slaves to
Africa.” Throughout the rest of the Antebellum period,
much debate ensued between brethren: those who sup-
ported slavery, moderates who were against slavery but
thought it best to change it from within the existing so-
cial framework, and fiery abolitionists who were for end-
ing slavery no matter the means. Daugherty concluded,
“However, by the time of the Civil War, no more middle
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ground was to be found, neither for the nation nor for the churches of the
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responsibility as much as an individual responsibility. Whites within churches of Christ, with a few exceptions, were slow
to raise their voices in support of equal rights and justice as they separated salvation from any social obligation [due in large
part to the influence of David Lipscomb’s view on civil government]....This silence and lack of support for the cause of
civil rights contributed to the alienation of race relations within churches of Christ. Blacks viewed the silence of whites as

ignorance at best and racist at worst.

Daugherty closed his chapter by noting practical steps that can improve race relations in the churches of Christ,

The apostle Peter said, “Love the brotherhood” (1 Pet. 2:17). In order to love the brotherhood, the brotherhood must first be
known. To live in separate fellowships, with very little interaction among each other, is to give fertile ground to ignorance,
which in turn fosters prejudice and racism. Greater communication with one another can increase understanding. Christians
must learn to engage in courageous conversation with one another...As David Lipscomb said so clearly long ago, “The only
point really involved in this difficulty is, whether we will be led by the Spirit of Christ and the teachings of the Bible, or by

our prejudices.” The choice is ours.

Practicing The "Golden Rule”

Though “all things whatsoever ye would that men should
do to you, do ye even so to them” (Mt. 7:12) has a broader
application than race relations, Ben Radford concluded,

The Bible teaches that there is only one world created by the
one true God (Gen. 1:1-31; Acts 17:26). There is no white
race, black race, yellow race, red race, or brown race. ... He
[God] also has one heaven for everybody...Thus, if God’s peo-
ple want to be together up there, they better get together down
here. They must not let the devil rob them of their salvation
because of prejudices.... Therefore, if a person has a race issue,
he or she needs to “Check up before you check out”! &)

é )

Do You Understand
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount?

Our 2015 Lectureship Book

Since 1994, FSOP has produced a
lectureship book (electronic ver-
sions also) on topics such as . . .

Truth (2014) Each Is Just
Biblical Morality (2013) 5160
The Local Church (2012) postage

Biblical Value of Women (2011) ™cd<

X Buy the whole set, excluding 1994, 1996, 2002, for $100 + postage y




