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“Romantic” defined: “1. consisting of or resem-
bling a romance; 2. having no basis in fact; 3. im-
practical in conception or plan; 4. marked by the 
imaginative or emotional appeal of what is heroic, 
adventurous, remote, mysterious, or idealized” 
(“Romantic”). In essence, romance “Don’t make no 
sense”! On the surface, romance may seem to have 
no practical purpose for existence. However, ro-
mance is a necessary element of any healthy rela-
tionship. The purpose of romance is to demonstrate 
one’s love to his or her significant heterosexual other 
by showing special attention to him or her. In most 
cases, romance is an attempted effort of a boyfriend 
or husband to express his love for his girlfriend or 
wife. This effort is not always successful. It may fail 
because of the man’s inability to “be romantic,” or 
it may fail because the woman has romanticized ro-
mance into an unobtainable standard. In either situ-
ation, romance can be a tool for cultivating a happy, 
God-intended relationship. However, romance has 
its rules.

Rule 1- Romance is not 
just about the destination, it 
is also about the journey. It 
is attention with dimension. 

Everyone is familiar with 
the expression: “Getting there is 
half the fun!”—the same slogan 
should be adopted in romance. 
Love can lack dimension when it 

is reduced to a simple proposition (“I love you”). The 
experiences that lead to that kernel of truth provide 
a dimension that the logical side of humanity cannot 
address. In other words, romance is not like a GPS 
that will get you to your destination with the most 
efficient time or mileage; romance is the scenic route 
that goes out of the way to experience the journey. It 
adds another dimension that will enhance your des-
tination. 

Rule 2- Romance is not just for special 
occasions, but for the entire relationship. It is 
attention without mention. 

American culture has dictated a romantic stan-
dard for certain holidays: birthdays, anniversaries, 
Valentine’s Day, etc. For many, romance is expect-
ed at the mere mentioning of these holidays; and, 
as some may already know, forgetting just one of 
these special days often translates into utter failure! 
While anticipated romance is good, the ritualistic 

holiday expectations can occa-
sionally stifle the potency of ro-
mance. Spontaneous romance 
offers fresh, sincere efforts. Both 
parties in a relationship deserve 
to feel special throughout their 
entire relationship, not just on 
days when special attention is 
“owed” them. To make romance 
very special, try it out on a non-
special day.

Rules of Romance

“...always be 
enraptured with

her love” (Pr. 5:19)
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Rule 3- Romance is not just for one 
spouse, but for each spouse. It is attention with 
extension. 

This extended attention works in two directions. 
First, romantic gestures should be pursued by both 
individuals. Typically, the woman is the primary re-
cipient of romance, and for good reason—they are 
usually the ones who often need emotional connec-
tion. Yet, believe it or not, men also enjoy romance. 
It may not be in the form of a candle lit dinner or 
long walk on the beach, but maybe in surprising him 
with tickets to that sporting event that he loves so 
much. Second, romantic gestures also benefit the 
giver. As Paul quotes Jesus in Acts 20:35, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” If the giver of ro-
mance does not enjoy making the other happy, then 
he or she has missed the point of romance. Both 
sides should be able to experience the joy of making 
and receiving romantic gestures. Romance extends 
both directions.

Rule 4- Romance is a marathon, not 
a sprint. It is attention with suspension. 

Not only does the journey matter (see “RULE 
1”), but so does the pace. Romance should not be 
rushed. Rushing through romantic 
gestures only conveys impatience 
to its recipient. Beauty is some-
thing to be admired and appreci-
ated, and love is to be carefully 
crafted and molded. One of the 

greatest tools in the bag of romance is time. Take 
time to plan the destination and journey. Take time 
to enjoy every minute of it. The objective is to sus-
pend those moments as long as possible so that he/
she can experience to the fullest ability your expres-
sion of love for him or her.

Rule 5- Romance is an end to the 
means, not a means to an end. It is “attention 
with no intention” (Lodato).

Too often (especially among men) romantic ac-
tions are performed with ulterior motives. Romance 
should be a selfless expression of love that seeks only 
to increase the happiness of one’s significant other. 
When romance is used as a “means to an end,” it is 
not only contradictory to itself, but is also self-serv-
ing to its user. Romance should never be weaponized 
into a shallow ploy to fulfil ungodly, fleshly desires. 
It should be an “end to the means.” If someone seeks 
to demonstrate his/her love, then romantic gestures 
are the end result of their efforts. Similar to the old 
adage, “People don’t care how much you know until 
they know how much you care,” romance is the ges-
ture to let one’s significant other know how much he 
or she is loved.

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In December 2014
Florida Churches of Christ: Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow (Fifth Avenue); Daytona 
Beach (Beville Road); Gainesville (Thirty-Ninth Avenue); Haines City (Central, Oakland), Jack-
sonville (Paxon, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland (North Lakeland, Sixth Street, South Florida 
Avenue);Mulberry; New Port Richey (River Road); Parrish (North River); Plant City (Laura Street); 
Ruskin (South Hillsborough); Sarasota (Osprey); Sebastian; Stuart.
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Prattville); Kentucky (Little River); 
Michigan (Wayne Road); North Carolina (Pike Road); Tennessee (Leanna, Livingston, Walnut 
Grove); Texas (Blyth Road).
Individuals: Rodrigue Aleandre, M/M Steve Atnip, Rita Bauer, bettye bolding, M/M Manuel 
Brown, Mary Busek, Mrs. Warren Callender, Annie Chambers, M/M Reginald Colton, M/M Rob-
ert Cooper, Toni Radford Daniel, David Deal, M/M John Donalson, M/M William Earl, Dale Eppley, 
M/M John Faneuf, M/M Matthew Faneuf, M/M Ron Ford, M/M Allen Gardner, M/M James E. 
Hall, M/M Charles Henderson, Joan Humphrey, Debra Jones, M/M Leonard Jones, Laura Jordan, 
M/M Darnell Kirkland, Carla Lee, M/M Henderson Mack, M/M Nathaniel McCray, Maudeann 
McKendree, Thedora Mears, M/M R. W. Navarre, Nancy Norton, M/M Charles Paulin, Tammi 
D. Paye, Linda J. Pinckney, Mary C. Powell, Frederica Richardson, Uleysses Richardson, Roger 
Rosie, M/M Fred Selby, Johnye C. Sims, Rena Springer, M/M Daniel Stearsman, M/M Jackie M. 
Stearsman, James Sullivan, M/M Joseph Vilarson, M/M Ira Walling, Roger Ward, M/M Lazaros 
Watson, M/M Art Wilkins, Larry Williams, Debbie Milton Winkle, M/M Bill Wiseman, M/M How-
ard Young, Antonia Zeveney.
Memorials: B. C. Carr (James R. Brooks); Schearen Fegel (bettye bolding, Brenda Mask, M/M 
John L. McShane, Jr., M/M Duane G. Nelson, M/M Jimmy Sweeney, Mrs. Betty Thornhil); Mary 
Galbreath (Casey J. Anderson, Patricia Anderson, M/M Steven Brock, Alvin Evans, M/M Elvis 
Galbreath, Irma J. Goff, Polymers Kraton, Gloria Norton); Dorothy Green (Orange Street church 
of Christ); Hope Hunt (Anonymous).
Special contributions: Atlantic Christian Fund, Lorraine Collins estate
In Honor of Charles Paulin at Christmas (M/M Jeffrey Bingle).
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions 
received after that time are reported on the next month’s financial statement.
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Conclusion
God designed humans with the capacity to love 

and the creativity to fulfill it. Romance communi-
cates love in unique and adventurous methods. On 
February 14 the holiday that glorifies romantic ges-
tures will occur. If these rules of romance are ap-
plied happiness will abound. Valentine’s Day is not 
divinely ordained nor is there a Biblical precedence 

for observing this day, yet... husbands will do well to 
remember it.
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Thank You for a Wonderful Lectureship! 
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Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount?
Our 2015 Lectureship Book

Since 1994, FSOP has produced a 
lectureship book (electronic ver-
sions also) on topics such as . . .
Truth (2014)
Biblical Morality (2013)
The Local Church (2012)
Biblical Value of Women (2011)

Do You Understand

Buy the whole set, excluding 1994, 1996, 2002, for $100 + postage

We appreciate all those who spoke on and/or attended our 40th annual lectureship. Their humble desire to learn God’s 
word and how to apply it was evident. I want to personally commend the excellent attitude that was displayed through-
out the lectureship. It is not often when this size gathering can Biblically discuss potentially controversial issues such 
as marriage, divorce, and remarriage and race relations and remain level headed, yet that is exactly what happened 
here during the week. We had great afternoon forums with very challenging questions. Thursday’s forum, “Doing unto 
Others,” was especially enlightening as the speakers and those participating in the forum questions and answers spoke 
openly and honestly about their experiences and backgrounds relating to race relations and how the church can (and 
should) show the world how people of all skin colors should be treated with respect and Christ-likeness! This world is 
truly a better place by the “salt” and “light” of those who do what Jesus said! Thanks for doing just that!

“Poor in Spirit” While “Hungering and Thirsting”

Lectureship is not just for parents and grandparents. 
Great study and fellowship opportunities for youth too! 


