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'WHAT IS THERE TO BE AFRAID QF?

By Brian R. Kenyon

On mission trips to places where people are very
open to Bible studies, it is common to witness heart
wrenching responses. People will know what they
must do to be saved and how immediately it can be
attained, yet due to circumstances they are not will-
ing to give up, they will say with tears in their eyes
and quivering lips, “I cannot obey the Gospel now.”

These incidents are reminiscent of a situation re-
corded in the life of Paul,

And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife
Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and
heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 22And as he
reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judg-
ment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy
way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I
will call for thee. (Acts 24:24-25, KJV)

Some background information is helpful to bet-
ter appreciate this incident. Felix was “governor” of
Judea, appointed by Emperor Claudius in AD 53.
The term “Procurator” was used specifically for the
governor who presided over the imperial province of
Judea. The Bible explicitly mentions three procura-
tors: Pontius Pilate (Mt. 27:2); Felix (Acts 23:24);
and Festus (Acts 24:27). Felix is said to have ruled
the province in a cruel and blood thirsty way.

Drusilla (b. AD 38) was Felix’s third wife. She
was the youngest daughter of Herod Agrippa I (cf.
Acts 12:1) and sister of Herod Agrippa II (cf. Acts
25:13). At the age of 14, she married Azizus, king of
Emesa (a Syrian petty state about a 100 miles north
of Damascus). She was unhappy in this arranged
marriage. Through the mediation of Atomos, a “ma-
gician from Cypress,” Drusilla (at 16) was persuaded

into leaving him for Felix (Polhill 486). Josephus
said this caused her to “transgress the laws of her
forefathers” through adultery (Ant. 20.141-44). She
may have been the source of Felix’s information on
“the Way” (Acts 24:22) as well as the motivation to
speak with Paul in private (Acts 24:24). “Despite all
the other characteristics that the Herodian family
may have possessed, Luke always gives the impres-
sion that they were interested in persons connected
with the Christian faith” (cf. Lk. 9:9; 23:8) (Newman
and Nida 456). Felix and Drusilla’s situation reminds
us that choices must be made when we are presented
with life-changing information (cf. Deut. 30:19).

THE OPPURTUNITY

Paul’s earlier trial before Felix did not permit
him the opportunity to speak about “faith in Christ”
(Acts 24:1-21), but “privately Paul did not hesitate to
develop this theme” with Felix and Drusilla (cf. Acts
9:15-16) (Peterson 640). What is there to be afraid
of? Nothing, if people are taking advantage of the
opportunities God gives them! However, there is ev-
erything to fear, if people are not taking advantage
of the opportunities God gives! All those reading this
have been or are now confronted with the truth that
will save from sin. Unless a person is Scripturally
baptized, he or she cannot be saved from sin (cf. Mk.
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16:15-16; Acts 2:38; 1 Pet. 3:21). Unless one who is
baptized continues to live faithfully to God, he or she
cannot be saved from sin (cf. Lk. 6:46; 1Jn. 1:6-10; 2
Jn. 9-11). Have we been baptized into Christ? Are we
continuing faithful in Christ? Do we have anything
to be afraid of?

THE ORATION

The word “reasoned [was discussing, NAS]”
(from dialegomai, StaAéyoual) means to discuss;
debate. It is used often of Paul’s teaching (Acts 17:2,
17; 18:4, 19; 19:8-9; 20:7, 9). Also of note is that all
three of the subjects Luke specifies in the content
of Paul’s session with Felix and Drusilla call for re-
pentance (cf. Acts 20:21; 26:20). Consider the three
subjects about which Paul “reasoned.”

First, Paul spoke of “righteousness.” This can
refer to the character of God (Ps. 116:5), to the ethi-
cal character God wants people to have, which will
ultimately be the basis for the coming judgment
(Acts 10:35; 13:10; 17:31), and/or to the system of
faith built on the character of God, intended to give
people the ethical character and right standing He
wants, known as the Gospel (Rom. 1:16-17). How do
we stand in relationship to righteousness? Do we

(Newman and Nida 455-456). It is a “fruit of the
Spirit” (Gal. 5:23). Christians especially must exer-
cise self-control (1 Cor. 7:9; 9:25; Tit. 1:8). How are
we doing with self-control? Do we have anything to
be afraid of?

Third, Paul spoke of “judgment to come.” Despite
today’s AD 70 (or “realized eschatology”) crowd’s
insistence to the contrary, this age will be brought
to a close by the Lord’s return at the end of time (Jn.
5:26-29 cf. Mt. 25:31-46; Rev. 20:11-15). Paul taught
that “we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the things done
in his body, according to that he hath done, whether
it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). If that day were to
come right now, would we have anything to fear?

THE QUTCOME

When Felix heard these truths, he “trembled.”
The word “trembled [was afraid, NKJ; was terrified,
ASV; became frightened, NAS; became alarmed,
ESV]” (from emphobos, €ugofog) means that Fe-
lix was full of fear. This is an intensified form of the
usual word for fear (Lk. 24:5, 37; Acts 10:4; Rev.
11:13). People have a choice to obey God. If they obey
Him, they have nothing at all to fear, for nothing can

have anything to be afraid of?

Second, Paul spoke of “temperance.” The word
translated “temperance [self-control, NKJ]” (from

egkrateia, éykpatei) refers to the
“ability to command one’s self; be-
ing able to say no to one’s own de-
sires; or holding one’s self down”
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separate them from His love (Rom. 8:35-39), except
their own unfaithfulness (Mt. 10:28)! Do we have

anything to be afraid of? (continued on page 4)

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In August 2015
Florida Churches of Christ: Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow (Fifth Avenue); Daytona
(Beville Road); Dunnellon; Eagle Lake; Gainesville (Thirty-Ninth Avenue); Haines City (Oakland);
Jacksonville (Paxon, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland (North Lakeland, Sixth Street); New Port
Richey (River Road); Parrish (North River); Plant City (Laura Street); Poinciana; Sanford; Sarasota
(Osprey); Sebastian; Stuart; West Palm Beach (church of Christ of the Palm Beaches); Wildwood.
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh, Prattville); Indiana (Lynn,
Town Acres, West Side); Michigan (Wayne Road); North Carolina (Pike Road); Tennessee (Lean-
na, Livingston, Walnut Grove); Texas (Blyth Road).

Individuals: M/M Robert Bauer, Milton Bell, M/M Jerry Bennett, bettye bolding, James R.
Brooks, M/M Manuel Brown, Annie Chambers, M/M Reginald Colton, Toni Radford Daniel, David
Deal, M/M John Donalson, M/M Covat Eady, Dale Eppley, M/M Matthew Faneuf, M/M Doug-
las Fouss, M/M George K. French, Mauricio Garcia, M/M Allen R. Gardner, M/M John Greene,
M/M James E. Hall, Margaret Hammon, M/M Charles Hendrickson, Bridgette M. Howard,
Deborah Jones, M/M Leonard Jones, Laura Jordan, M/M Darnell Kirkland, Elizabeth A. Langley,
Carla Lee, M/M C. E. Manning, Marilee D. Martinson, M/M Nathaniel McCray, Bob and Joy
McGuire, Maudeann McKendree, M/M R. W. Navarre, Nancy Norton, Tammi D. Paye, M/M Lar-
ry Pfettscher, Linda J. Pinckney, M/M Jack Pinckert, Jr., Uleysses Richardson, Roger Rosie, Fred
and June Selby, Johnye Sims, M/M Daniel Stearsman, M/M David Stearsman, M/M Jackie M.
Stearsman, Wayne A. Steenberg, M/M Charles Thornhill, M/M Lazaros J. Watson, Faith West,
Michael B. White, M/M Glen Willcut, Debbie Milton Winkle.

Memorials: B. C. Carr (M/M Brian R. Kenyon); Sybil Carr (M/M Brian R. Kenyon); Eugene Delk
(M/M William. D. Andrews); Ed Duffy (Flo Duffy); David Longfellow (bettye bolding, M/M John
L. McShane, Jr., M/M Duane G. Nelson); George Peterson (Dorothy Peterson); Rena Swiney
(M/M Duane G. Nelson).

*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions
received after that time are reported on the next month’s financial statement.
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“Do You Understand Sin?”

41st Annual Lectureship ]an . 18-21 ’ 2016 Brian R. Kenyon, Director

MONDAY
9:00 Before Sin Entered the World Doug Burleson
9:40 The Devil and His Work Jackie M. Stearsman
10:20 BREAK
10:50 The Effects of the First Sin Russ Crosswhite
11:30 LUNCH

Forum: Young People and Overcoming Sin
1:30 Peer Influence Thomas Wise
2:00 Wisdom on WiFi Forest Antemesaris
2:30 Defeating Worldliness Hiram Kemp
3:00 BREAK
3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic
4:30 DINNER
6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 The Anatomy of Sin Will Vann
7:45 The Promised Savior Paul Sain
TUESDAY
9:00 The Old Testament Sacrificial System  David Stearsman
9:40 The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) Stephen Atnip
10:20 BREAK
10:50 Sin and the Antediluvian World Rick Kenyon
11:30 LUNCH

Forum: Families and Overcoming Sin

1:30 Eli: Failures in Parenting Lead to Sin Jon Podein
2:00 Sin in David’s Family Mike Elledge
2:30 Breaking Sin’s Cycle in the Family ~ J. Brooks Boyd, Jr.
3:00 BREAK
3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic
4:30 DINNER
6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 Sins of God’s People: Then and Now Ben Radford
7:45 Jesus’ Birth and Its Effect on Sin Jimmy Clark

WEDNESDAY

9:00 Calvinism’s Influential View of Sin Rick Kenyon
9:40 Jeroboam’s Sinful System of Worship David Dixon
10:20 BREAK

10:50 The Apostasy of Israel Jimmy Clark
11:30 LUNCH

Forum: Worship and Overcoming Sin
1:30 Nadab and Abihu
2:00 When Gender Roles Go Too Far
2:30 Evaluating Current Trends in Worship
3:00 BREAK
3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic
4:30 DINNER
6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 “Repent and Be Baptized”
7:45 Jesus’ Life and Its Effect on Sin

Cameron C. Freeman
Earl D. Edwards
Rico Brown

Jeremy Padilla
Bill Davis

THURSDAY
9:00 Korah and His Cohorts
9:40 Dealing with Divisive Brethren

Cameron C. Freeman
Robert Bauer

10:20 BREAK
10:50 Gentiles Condemned Melvin Otey
11:30 LUNCH
Forum: Dealing with Sin
1:30 Between Individuals Uleysses Richardson

2:00 What About “Congregational Sin”? Jackie M. Stearsman
2:30 Withdrawing Fellowship Tim Hayes

3:00 BREAK

3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic
4:30 DINNER

6:30 Congregational Singing

7:00 The Christian’s Relationship to Sin

7:45 Jesus’ Death: Reconciliation and Justification
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M. Otey
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Obtain a copy of our 2016 book:
Do You Understand Sin?.................... %16

A new CD containing all our lectureship books
(1994-2015) plus other FSOP works will beavailable
by January. Reserve your copy for $25 by emailing
(fsop@fsop.net) or calling the office (800) 320-9780!
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Do You Understand Truth? (‘14)
Do You Understand Biblical Morality? (‘13)
Do You Understand the Local Church? (‘12)

Do You Understand Expediency? (‘10)

Tim Hayes

Previous Lectureship Books Still Available:

Do You Understand Jesus” Sermon on the Mount? (“15)

Each I Just
$16-%

Do You Understand the Biblical Value of Women? ("11)

Do You Understand Restoring the Erring? (‘09)

Book Specials: entire set of 17 available books $100 or buy 3 books and get a 4th free! You pay postage.
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(continued from page 2)

CONCLUSION

Regardless of a person’s initial motives for want-
ing to hear the Gospel, once confronted with it, he
or she has a choice to make. “Do I adjust my life and
get right with God, whatever the price? Or do I con-
tinue in my present way of sin, and pay the ultimate
price?” God has provided a way for sinful humanity
to be made righteous (Rom. 1:16-17). God has pro-
vided a means to maintain self control so people can
stay righteous (Gal. 5:16-25), and in case they sin,
He has given a way of forgiveness (Acts 8:20-22).
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" ConrTnting to the Sehol |

The value of the Florida School of Preaching
has been well documented since 1969 in at
least the following ways: (1) strengthening
and stabilizing churches of Christ in Cen-
tral Florida and beyond; (2) equipping men
to preach the Gospel; (3) preparing men
and women to better serve the Lord; and (4)
spreading God’s word through our alumni,
our faculty, our publications (the Harvester,
study notes, website, etc.), and our lecture-
ship, including the accompanying book. We
continue to need your help. We have made
giving funds more convenient through our
website. It is now set up to receive electronic
contributions via debit/credit cards and Pay
Pal. Of course, the standard way of mailing a
check is fine too! Thanks for your support!

\ www.fsop.net )

Al“m“io Please email, call, or write FSOP with your up-to-date contact information! We would
o like an accurate list of alumni to keep you better informed of our work in the Lord!



