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TAXING TESTS!

By Brian R. Kenyon

Among the significant items on the “to do list” of
many Americans this time of year is to file income
taxes by the April 15 deadline ... or there is always
the option of filing for an extension. Most working
Americans must remember to file or face potentially
unpleasant consequences. Taxes are not unique to
America nor are they even unique to modern history.
Governments have always needed funds to operate,
and taxing their citizens has been one of the most ef-
fect ways to raise the needed revenue.

The following teachable incident concerning tax-
es happened with Jesus:

Then they [the chief priests and the scribes, Mk.
11:27] sent to Him some of the Pharisees and the
Herodians, to catch Him in His words. “When they
had come, they said to Him, “Teacher, we know that
You are true, and care about no one; for You do not
regard the person of men, but teach the way of God
in truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?
15Shall we pay, or shall we not pay?” But He, know-
ing their hypocrisy, said to them, “Why do you test
Me? Bring Me a denarius that I may see it.” **So they
brought it. And He said to them, “Whose image and
inscription is this?” They said to Him, “Caesar’s.”
7And Jesus answered and said to them, “Render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.” And they marveled at Him.
(MKk. 12:13-17)

This event reveals principles worthy of examination.

JESUS" ANSWER

The opponents of Jesus figured that the subject
of taxes would be an easy one to find contradiction in

Jesus’ words, which would in turn put Him at odds
with either Rome or the Jews or both. These deceiv-
ers were not interested in obtaining the truth about
taxes. They were simply trying to trap Jesus.

The reason they thought their question about
taxes was such a trap was because the Jews despised
the Roman tax system, and especially their fellow
Jews who upheld it or, even worse, who were actual
agents in it. According to Albert Bell, the Romans
collected taxes from the provinces by a system called
“tax-farming” (69). Rome sold contracts to wealthy
business men for the right to collect taxes in a cer-
tain area of a province. This system allowed Rome
to receive its tax revenue without having to work
very hard for it. Those who won the contracts would
take on the burden of collecting. However, they were
in the tax-farming business to make a profit. The
amount of taxes they were allowed to collect was the
price they paid for the contract plus around 25% in-
terest. These contractors would then subcontract the
collection rights to others in smaller sections of their
territory, who would in turn add their own percent-
age. This “pyramid scheme” caused great animosity
in the province of Judea. Not only were these Jewish
tax collectors “working for the conquerors; they were
extorting large sums of money, with Rome’s power
to back them up” (Bell 69-70). Is it any wonder that
“tax collectors [publicans, KJV]” were so hated by
many of the Jews in the New Testament!

Jesus, however, did not fall for their trap because
He knew their hypocrisy, Mk. 12:15), and, as He al-
ways did, answered their question (continued on pg. 4)
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Thank You, Supporters, ior Helping Us Meet and Slightly Exceed Our Lectureship Expenses!
"... for his name’s sake they went forth ... that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth” (3 Jn. 7-8)

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In

December 2016
Florida Churches of Christ: Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow
(Fifth Avenue); Callahan (First Coast); Daytona Beach (Beville Road);
Dunnellon; Eagle Lake; Gainesville (Thirty-Ninth Avenue); Jackson-
ville (Paxon, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland (North Lakeland,
Sixth Street, South Florida Avenue); Melbourne (North Melbourne);
New Port Richey (River Road); Parrish (North River); Plant City (Laura
Street); Sarasota (Osprey Avenue); Sebastian; Stuart; Wildwood.
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh,
Prattville); Indiana (Columbus Avenue, Towne Acres); Michigan (Wayne
Road); North Carolina (Pike Road); Tennessee (Livingston).
Individuals: M/M Rodrigue Aleandre, bettye bolding, James R.
Brooks, Annie Chambers, William A. Clayton, M/M Reginald Colton,
M/M Robert A. Cooper, M/M Hollis Cress, David M. Deal, M/M Rob-
ert Doak, M/M John Donalson, M/M William Earl, Dale Eppley, M/M
George K. French, Dotty Gutzler, M/M Charles Hendrickson, Joan
Humphrey, Gloria Jones, M/M Darnell Kirkland, M/M Wally Lawrence,
Carla Lee, M/M Nathaniel McCray, Maudeann McKendree, George
Meadows, M/M R. W. Navarre, Nancy Norton, M/M Chuck Opperman,
Charles Paulin, Tammi D. Paye, M/M Larry Pfettscher, Uleysses Rich-
ardson, Roger Rosie, M/M Fred and June Selby, Johnye C. Sims, M/M
Daniel K. Stearsman, M/M Jackie Stearsman, Wayne A Steenberg,
Regina Stribling, Mrs. James Sullivan, M/M Jimmy Sweeney, M/M Jo-
seph Vilarson, Diane Walker, M/M Art Wilkins, Debbie Milton Winkle,
Gladys Wiseman.
Memorials: Dorothy Alessi (Marilyn O. Goodman); Robert Brooks
(North Lakeland church of Christ); Rick Hinson (anonymous); Newman
and Mildred Kirkland (anonymous); Janet Lathan (bettye bolding,
M/M Duane G. Nelson, M/M Robert Pratt); Faye Luke (M/M Duane G.
Nelson); Geroge Peterson (Dorothy Peterson); Louise Stewart (bettye
bolding, David M. Deal, M/M Brian R. Kenyon, M/M Duane G. Nelson,
M/M Robert Pratt); Carl Thompson (anonymous); Ira Walling (Ada
Walling and Family).
Specialgifts: CillerHammondsEstate; DenisL.FontaineFoundation, Inc.

*Qur final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday. Con-
tributions received after that shiw on the next month’s financial statement.

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In

January 2017

Florida Churches of Christ: Apopka (Tenth Street); Auburndale (Orange
Street); Bartow (Fifth Avenue); Daytona Beach (Beville Road); Gaines-
ville (Thirty-Ninth Avenue); Haines City (Central); Jacksonville (Paxon,
Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland (North Lakeland, Sixth Street, South
Florida Avenue); Mango (Bay Area); Melbourne (North Melbourne); New
Port Richey (River Road); Parrish (North River); Plant City (Laura Street);
Poinciana; Sarasota (Osprey Avenue); Sebastian; Spring Hill; Stuart; Wild-
wood.

Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh,
Prattville); Indiana (Columbus Avenue, Lynn, Town Acres, West Side);
Michigan (Wayne Road); North Carolina (Pike Road); Oklahoma (Semi-
nole); Tennessee (Livingston, Walnut Grove, Albany).

Individuals (including lectureship contributions): M/M Rodrigue
Aleandre, Donna S. Anderson, M/M Blane Anderson, M/M Bruce Barber,
M/M Robert Bauer, George Beals, Roy Beasley, Jim Beltz, M/M lJeffrey
Bingle, bettye bolding, M/M Brooks Boyd, M/M Manuel Brown, M/M
Terrance Brownlow-Dindy Sr., Charles Broyles, M/M Dennis Chalaire, An-
nie Chambers, William A. Clayton, Bonnie Clouse, Bobby R Cole, M/M
Reginald Colton, M/M Robert A. Cooper, Susie Copeland, M/M Keith Co-
zort, Melissa K. Craft, M/M Hollis Cress, M/M Billy Davis, David M. Deal,
M/M David Dix, M/M Robert Doak, M/M John Donalson, Flo Duffy, M/M
William Earl, M/M Jim Edmonson, M/M Earl Edwards, Tom Evans, M/M
Monte Everley, Bob Faneuf, M/M Phillip E. Fife, M/M Ron Ford, H. Joyce
Foster, Nathan Franson, M/M George K. French, Allen Gardner, M/M
Allen R. Gardner, M/M Kenneth Golson, Catherine Gordon, M/M John
T. Griffis, Dotty Gutzler, M/M James E. Hall, Jeffrey Harris, M/M Robert
Helms, M/M Charles Hendrickson, Marie Howard, Joan Humphrey, M/M
Stephen D. Hunley, Bryant Johnson, Deborah Jones, Gloria Jones, Patrick
B. Kelley, M/M Hiram Kemp, M/M Brian R. Kenyon, M/M Darnell Kirkland,
M/M Philip Lancaster, Carla Lee, Earl Loyd, M/M Henderson Mack, Kirk
Malone, M/M C. E. Manning, Brenda Mask, M/M Nathaniel McCray, M/M
Robert McGuire, Bernard McKeiver, Maudeann McKendree, Freddy Mc-
Nabb, Jr., M/M John L. McShane, M/M Richard Meadows, Grace Moody,
Carol Moore, Joe Morgan, Gaylon Mullins, Gary Mummey, Gordon Na-
deau, M/M Duane G. Nelson, M/M Bill Noblin, Mrs. Nancy Norton, M/M
Bob Oler, Johnny Ortiz, Charles Paulin, Tammi D. Paye, Jack Pendleton,

M/M Larry Pfettscher, M/M Jack Pinckert, Jr., Heather Pryor, Uleysses Richardson, Gary Rine, Roger Rosie, James W. Shearer, Johnye C. Sims, M/M
Kyle Smith, Rena Springer, M/M Daniel K. Stearsman, M/M David Stearsman, Joyce Stearsman, Wayne A Steenberg, M/M Larry Stewart, Carroll
Stracener, Shawn Sullivan, M/M Jimmy Sweeney, M/M Chad Tagtow, Gearlean Tartt, M/M Charles A. Thornhill, M/M William R. Thornhill, Mark
Tomlinson, M/M Christian Torres, M/M Will Vann, Carolyn Vaughn, Janis Waldon, M/M James Walker, Ada Walling, M/M Lazaros J. Watson, M/M
Ron Weisenstine, M/M Bobby Wells, M/M Michael B. White, M/M Art Wilkins, M/M H Glen Willcut, M/M David Williams, M/M Michael Williams,
Suzanne Wright, Antonia Zeveney.

Memorials: Don Braddy (Dotty Gutzler); Robert Brooks (bettye bolding); Buddy Wayne Rhymer (Dotty Gutzler); Bonnie Byrd (M/M John L. Mc-
Shane Jr.); Wayne Hendrix (M/M John L. McShane Jr., M/M Duane G. Nelson); Ann Howard (M/M leffrey Bingle, bettye bolding, David M. Deal,
Larry Exum, M/M Phillip E. Fife, M/M Stephen D. Hunley, Brenda Mask, M/M John L. McShane Jr.,, M/M Duane G. Nelson, North Lakeland church of
Christ, M/M Robert Pratt, Virginia Walker); Vera Jackson ( M/M Andrew Bacic); Janet Lathan ( M/M John L. McShane Jr.); Faye Luke (Dotty Gutzler,
M/M Robert Pratt); Ruth McDaniel (Brenda Mask); Geroge Peterson (Dorothy Peterson); Joe Shanes (M/M John L. McShane Jr.); Jackie Stearsman
(Ann Alderson, M/M David Anderson, M/M Bruce Barber, M/M Robert Bauer, Rita Bauer, M/M Jeffrey Bingle, William R Blalock, bettye bolding,
M/M Brooks Boyd, Nita Boyd, M/M Mitchell Callender, Doug Cannon, M/M Freddie Clayton, David M. Deal, Kenneth B Dickerson, Flo Duffy, M/M
Matthew Faneuf, M/M Phillip E. Fife, M/M Ron Ford, Dotty Gutzler, M/M James E. Hall, Brian Howard, M/M Stephen D. Hunley, M/M Brian R.
Kenyon, Daniel Lutz, Chris Maffett, M/M C. E. Manning, Brenda Mask, Philip McAfee, M/M John L. McShane Jr., M/M Frank Nabors, M/M Duane
G. Nelson, North Lakeland church of Christ, Nancy Norton, Okeechobee church of Christ, M/M Chuck Opperman, M/M Jack Pinckert, M/M Robert
Pratt, M/M Larry Shatzer, M/M Olin W. Shinholser, Johnye C. Sims, Sixth Street church of Christ, M/M Daniel K. Stearsman, M/M Jimmy Sweeney,
Jesse Teague, M/M Charles A. Thornhill, Ada Walling, M/M Bobby Wells, Faith West, M/M Gaylon West); Louise Stewart ( M/M David Anderson,
M/M leffrey Bingle, Brenda Mask, M/M John L. McShane Jr., M/M Jimmy Sweeney, Virginia Walker).

Special gifts: Atlantic Christian Fund

*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions received after that time are reported on the next month’s
financial statement.
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(continued from page 1) exactly as they needed! “Ren-
der to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God
the things that are God’s” stands as a motto for the
legitimacy of taxes.

OUR RESPONSE

“They marvelled” is the only response recorded
by Mark, but Luke added that “they could not catch
Him in His words in the presence of the people. And
they marveled at His answer and kept silent” (Lk.
20:26). What will be our response? Someone has
correctly said, “Tax avoidance is fine, but tax eva-
sion is sin” (cf. Rom. 13:1-7). Current American tax
codes are difficult to figure out (intentionally?), but,
as Jesus stated, paying taxes is legitimate. Therefore,
each Christian who meets the government’s condi-
tions has a responsibility (1 Pet. 2:13-17).

One potentially good outcome of filing for in-
come tax is that the American government allows
many exemptions, especially for preachers. When
people overpay taxes, and file them properly, the
government will give back the portion that was over-
paid (called a “tax refund”). To many, this becomes
an unexpected inflow of money. As is the case for ev-

erything Christians have been entrusted, they are to
exercise proper stewardship (cf. 1 Cor. 4:2). One way
to exercise proper stewardship is to give back a por-
tion to the Lord. Since 1969, the Florida School of
Preaching has operated on the freewill, “over-and-
above-brethren’s-first-day-of-the-week-contribu-
tions.” Can you help us with a portion of any monies
you receive back from taxes? The school serves a vi-
tal purpose in strengthening the brotherhood!
WORKS CITED
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Current Students. Back row: Sidney, Andrea, and Dylan.
Front row: C. J. and Scott. Thanks for your monthly support!



