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The Bible is clear that the Holy Spirit indwells the 
faithful Christian (Acts 5:32; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19; 
Gal. 4:6-7; et al.). However, since the Bible does not ex-
plicitly say how, the subject has attracted much discussion 
over the years. As long as a person’s view does not violate 
plain Bible passages or principles, it should not be a mat-
ter of fellowship. In last month’s Harvester, an argument 
was presented to prove that the Holy Spirit indwells faith-
ful Christians personally and literally in a non-miraculous 
way. That article discussed reasons why “personally,” “lit-
erally,” and “non-miraculous” are used. It also examined 
Joel’s prophecy about the Spirit age (Joel; 2:28-32). 

The argument is as follows: 
1. All Bible statements whose immediate or remote con-
texts do not demand a figurative meaning are statements 
that are to be taken literally. 
2. The statements concerning Holy Spirit indwelling found 
in Acts 5:32; Romans 8:9; First Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; and 
Galatians 4:6-7 are Bible statements whose immediate or 
remote contexts do not demand a figurative meaning.
3. Therefore, the statements concerning Holy Spirit in-
dwelling found in Acts 5:32; Romans 8:9; First Corinthi-
ans 3:16; 6:19; and Galatians 4:6-7 are statements which 
are to be taken literally.

The first premise is without doubt true and accepted 
by most people who read this article. If people are al-
lowed to take statements figuratively when the context 
does not demand such, then anyone can make the Bible 
teach anything they want! It seems brethren understand 
this in all areas of Bible interpretation, except, for some 
reason, when it comes to Holy Spirit indwelling. They 
want to make Bible verses figurative when there appears 
no contextual reason to do so.

Rules for Determining
Figurative Language
Before examining the passages in Premise 2 of the ar-

gument, a consideration of D. R. Dungan’s “rules for de-
termining figurative language” in the Bible is enlighten-
ing (195-201). Dungan gave seven rules, but only five are 
relevant to this discussion. The others involve numbers 
and sarcasm. First, Dungan said, “The sense of context 
will indicate [figurative language] … nothing should be 
regarded as figurative unless such a demand is made by 
the meaning of the immediate context, or by the evident 
meaning of the passage as a whole.”

Second, “A word or sentence is figurative when the 
literal meaning involves an impossibility.” Some may see 
apparent impossibilities because they cannot understand 
something, but God has not chosen to reveal everything 
we might want (cf. Deut. 29:29).

Third, a statement is figurative “if the literal inter-
pretation will cause one passage to contradict another … 
if we have two passages, and the literal interpretation of 
both makes the one to contradict the other, we are at lib-
erty to regard the language of one, at least, as figurative.” 
The only exception would be when a word has two mean-
ings in different contexts. 

Fourth, a statement is figurative “when the Scriptures 
are made to demand actions that are wrong, or forbid
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those that are good.” Literally cutting off hands and feet and 
plucking eyes would fall into this category (Mt. 17:8-9).

Fifth, a statement is figurative “when it is said to be 
figurative.” Dungan went on to elaborate, “The author is 
supposed to know whether the language was figurative or 
not; and hence, if he says it is, we have nothing to add.” 

According to Dungan’s rules, the passages in Prem-
ise 2 pass the test of being literal statements. Nowhere in 
the New Testament is a passage that explicitly speaks of 
Holy Spirit indwelling explicitly said to be figurative by 
its writer. Of course, some passages will use figurative 
concepts, but that does not mean every statement in the 
context is figurative. If that were the case, then no practi-
cal truth could be taught from a figurative setting. Think 
of how useless the parables would be if that were true. An 
example involving Holy Spirit indwelling would be First 
Corinthians 3:16. Paul used the figure of a “temple” to 
describe the Christian’s body. Obviously, the human body 
is not made of bricks and mortar. However, when one un-
derstands “temple” as a dwelling place, then it may not be 
as figurative as one might think. Be that as it may, even 
within that context, certain statements are literal, such as 
“If any man defile,” “him shall God destroy,” and “the 
temple of God is holy.” If one can understand those terms 
in a figurative setting as being literal, then why cannot one 
understand “the Spirit of God dwelleth in you” as being 
literal? 

Proving Premise 2
The minor premise reads: The statements concerning 

Holy Spirit indwelling found in Acts 5:32; Romans 8:9; 
First Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; and Galatians 4:6-7 are Bible 
statements whose immediate or re-

mote contexts do not demand a figurative meaning. Due 
to space limitations in this article, detailed consideration 
will only be given to Romans 8:9.

In Romans 8:5-8, Paul contrasted life “after [according 
to] the flesh” with life “after [according to] the Spirit.” In 
that text he explicitly informed the readers why living “af-
ter the flesh” leads to death: (1) it is “enmity against God;” 
(2) it is unable to be “subject [subordinate]” to God’s law; 
and (3) it is not able to “please God.” (Rom. 8:7-8). Ro-
mans 8:9 belongs to a paragraph that runs through verse 
11. A consideration of these verses in their context will 
reveal an understanding that contributes greater appre-
ciation for the plan of salvation and the blessings that are 
found in being a Christian. However, the focus here will 
be on verse 9: “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, 
if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”

Paul turned to the Roman Christians and emphatically 
stated that they did not live like those in the flesh. “In the 
flesh” brought back to mind all that was previously said 
about “the flesh” and “the Spirit” (Rom. 8:5-8). When Paul 
said they were not “in the flesh,” he obviously was not 
denying their physical existence. Rather, “The thought is 
still of mind-sets, of conditioned patterns of thinking and 
acting—the one [‘in the flesh’] determined by belonging-
ness to the world, the other [‘in the Spirit’] by belonging-
ness to God” (Dunn 428). Truly, those who live according 
to the Spirit cannot at the same time be living according 
to the flesh.

“If so be that” (Rom. 8:9) comes from a Greek 
word that means “since; if it is true” (Newman). This 
clearly indicates the fact that Christians are “in Christ”
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with the Holy Spirit dwelling in them. If the Holy Spirit 
dwells in Christians, the Holy Spirit liberates them from 
the “law of sin and death” (cf. Rom. 8:2-3), which works 
through the flesh. Paul could therefore say that Christians 
are not “in the flesh, but in the Spirit.”

While it is true that much false teaching has claimed 
support from Romans 8:9, the truth of what the verse 
teaches should not be dismissed with the error. This verse 
does teach that the Holy Spirit dwells in the Christian, and 
without the indwelling of the Spirit a person cannot be a 
child of God. “Dwell” (Rom. 8:9) comes from a Greek 
word that means to “live, dwell, have one’s habitation” 
(Bauer 557). Leon Morris translates the verb “live,” not-
ing that the Holy Spirit is not an “occasional visitor,” but 
rather “takes up residence in God’s people” (Morris 308). 
Paul declared that there can be no union with Christ with-
out the indwelling of the Holy Spirit! Morris further com-
ments, “the presence of the Spirit in believers is not an in-
teresting extra to be seen in a few unusual people … It is the 
normal and necessary feature of being a Christian” (308).

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is so essential that 
Paul declared, “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of his” (Rom. 8:9b). The word translated “have” 
(echo, ἔχω) comes from the infinitive form of a Greek 
word that denotes the “language of possession,” which of-
ten in the New Testament refers to demon possession (cf. 
Mt. 11:18; Mk. 3:22, 30), but in Paul’s writings almost al-
ways refers to a “good possession,” such as “the Spirit of 
God” or “faith” (cf. 1 Cor. 7:40; 2 Cor. 4:13) (Dunn 429). 
The point is that if one does not “possess” the Holy Spirit, 
he or she cannot belong to Christ. It may be that the quali-
fication of having “the Spirit of Christ” was introduced 
by Paul because he was aware of some who claimed the 
Holy Spirit but failed to live according to the Spirit’s de-
mands (cf. 1 Jn. 1:6-7). Even today, some people claim to 
be “Spirit-filled” Christians, but their manner of conduct 
is far from a life “after the Spirit.” Real Christian charac-
ter is not determined by one’s profession or reputation, 
but by whether one is living in such a way that others can 
see “the Spirit of Christ” dwelling in him or her (cf. Mt. 
5:13-16; Rom. 12:1-2). The possession of the Holy Spirit 
is declared to be absolutely necessary in order for one to 
be acceptable to God (cf. Jude 19), and the proof of one’s 
having “the Spirit of Christ” manifests itself by one’s out-
ward conduct. 

There is nothing in the immediate or remote context 
that qualifies “the Spirit of God dwell in you” as a figura-
tive expression. This writer is aware of some who apply 
the expression only to the apostles and the miraculous age. 
However, not only is this reading into the text something 
that the plain language of the Bible does not declare, it 

also distorts the remainder of the chapter. Paul confirmed 
that the Holy Spirit dwelling in the Christian was the key 
to the rest of the blessings mentioned (cf. “if the Spirit 
of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you 
… Therefore …,” Rom. 8:11-12). It is because the Spirit 
indwells faithful Christians that they will enjoy a resur-
rection (Rom. 8:11); that they have “received the Spirit 
of adoption” (Rom. 8:15); that they are “heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17); that “the suffer-
ings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed” (Rom. 8:18); that 
they have help for their “infirmities” in that “the Spirit 
itself maketh intercession” for them (Rom. 8:26-27); that 
“all things work together for good” (Rom. 8:28); and that 
nothing can “separate us from the love of Christ” (Rom. 
8:35-39). If the indwelling Holy Spirit was only for the 
apostles and the miraculous age, then preachers misapply 
the text when they say the blessings of Romans 8 belong 
to Christians today. 

The truth of the matter, however, is that those bless-
ings do apply today because the same Spirit-indwelling 
indicating that the Romans belonged to Christ indicates 
that Christians today belong to Christ. If “the Spirit of 
God dwell in you” does not literally mean “the Spirit of 
God dwell in you,” where is the God-inspired teaching 
that makes it figurative or that makes it apply only to the 
apostles and the miraculous age? Why not simply accept 
what the Bible teaches?

The same could be said with the other passages in 
Premise 2. If “the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to 
them that obey him” (Acts 5:32) does not mean that “God 
hath given [the Holy Ghost] to them that obey him,” then 
where is the God-inspired commentary of what it does 
mean? If “the Spirit of God dwelleth in you” (1 Cor. 3:16)
does not literally mean “the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you,” then where is the God-inspired teaching that makes 
it figurative or only applicable to the miraculous age? If 
“the Holy Ghost … in you” (1 Cor. 6:19) does not literally 
mean “the Holy Ghost … in you,” where is the God-in-
spired teaching that makes it figurative or only applicable 
to the miraculous age? If “God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your hearts” (Gal. 4:6) does not literally 
mean that “God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts,” then where is the God-inspired teaching that 
makes it figurative? 

Conclusion
According to the rules of logic, an argument is sound 

if it is valid and its premises are true. The argument pre-
sented above is in a valid form, which means if Premise 1  
is true and Premise 2 is true, the conclusion must also be
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true. Note again Premise 1: All Bible statements whose 
immediate or remote contexts do not demand a figura-
tive meaning are statements that are to be taken literally. 
Who would say that is false? Consider Premise 2: The 
statements concerning Holy Spirit indwelling found in 
Acts 5:32; Romans 8:9; First Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; and 
Galatians 4:6-7 are Bible statements whose immediate 
or remote contexts do not demand a figurative meaning. 
An unbiased reading of these passages will indeed show 
that nothing contextually demands a figurative meaning. 
Therefore, the conclusion must be true: The statements 
concerning Holy Spirit indwelling found in Acts 5:32; 
Romans 8:9; First Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; and Galatians 
4:6-7 are statements which are to be taken literally. The 

Holy Spirit personally and literally indwells the faithful 
Christian in a non-miraculous way.
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