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“I| Am Mine No More”

By Brian R. Kenyon

The sentiments in the popular devotional song, “I
Am Mine No More,” were recorded in Scripture long
before R. E. VanDyke and Danny Gregg arranged the
American folk song in 1996. One such place where
the sentiment is found is Galatians 2:20, which itself
has become a popular devotional song;:

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,

who loved me, and gave himself for me. (KJV)

This verse is actually in a section of Galatians
where Paul was defending his apostleship against
the undermining tactics of Judaizers. Although his
apostleship was “born out of due time” (1 Cor. 15:8),
he was just as legitimate as the original twelve. He
did not receive the Gospel from the other apostles
(Gal. 2:1-5), yet his Gospel, as he would sometimes
call it (Rom. 2:16; 16:25; 2 Tim. 2:8), was the same
as that of the “pillar apostles” in Jerusalem (Gal.
2:6-10). Paul even had authority to rebuke the well
known apostle Peter (Gal. 2:11-14)! Galatians 2:20 is
in the immediate context of Paul’s stating he no lon-
ger adhered to the Law of Moses (Gal. 2:15-21). Truly
following the Law would bring a person out of Juda-
ism and into Christ (Gal. 2:19 cf. Gal. 3:24-25; Rom.
7:6). Although Paul used the verse to show why he
was no longer under Moses, the principles of Gala-
tians 2:20 also serve as a pattern for lives of God-
pleasing service. To be Christians like Paul, church
members today need to have the same self-denial
and determination as these principles expressed in
Galatians 2:20.

Crucified with Christ

Crucifixion was a death sentence in the first centu-
ry. Paul said, spiritually, “I am crucified with Christ”
(Gal. 2:20a). Christians have taken on themselves a
sentence of death to the world. Paul said he did not
want to boast, except “in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and
I unto the world” (Gal. 6:14). This crucifixion “unto
the world” takes place in baptism. A simple reading
of Romans 6 reveals the undeniable connection of
baptism and death to the world! The concept is ex-
plicit in several verses (cf. Rom. 6:2-13, 16, 21, 23)
and tied into the whole. Those who have been bap-
tized “have crucified the flesh with the affections and
lusts” (Gal. 5:24). Jesus said a self-executed death
sentence to the world must be a way of life:

If any man will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow me. *For whoso-

ever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will
lose his life for my sake shall find it. (Mt. 16:24-25)

Are we crucified with Christ?

Living with Christ

Though Paul was crucified, he acknowledged,
“nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me”
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(Gal. 2:20Db). Being crucified with Christ does not end
physical life, but it does end life in the flesh as was
formerly known. Again, the Christian has “crucified
the flesh with the affections and lusts” (Gal. 5:24)!
Those who have been baptized into Christ (i.e., cru-
cified with Him) are new creations, “old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.
And all things are of God” (2 Cor. 5:17-18). As such,
the spiritually re-created “seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of
God,” and they set their “affection on things above,
not on things on the earth” (Col. 3:1-2). Christians
operate by a whole new perspective, as Paul wrote:
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. 2And be not conformed to this world: but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God. (Rom. 12:1-2)

The world is no longer the controlling entity when
one has been crucified with Christ and has Christ liv-
ing in him or her!

Belonging to Christ

Paul was crucified, yet acknowledged that he was
still alive, and then admitted, “the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20c).
Christians no longer belong to themselves. Since
they have been purchased by De-

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God,
and ye are not your own? 2°For ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your
spirit, which are God’s. (1 Cor. 6:19-20)

Among other sins, the Corinthians were too com-
fortable with fornication, even to the point of arro-
gantly tolerating a man who had “his father’s wife”
(1 Cor. 5:1-2). They needed to know how completely
inconsistent it was for members of Christ’s body, the
church, to be joined to prostitutes (1 Cor. 6:15-18).
Paul emphasized one aspect of why it was wrong. It
went against God’s will, and God owns those who
have been bought with the price of Jesus’ blood!
Since Jesus “died for all ... they which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which
died for them, and rose again” (2 Cor. 5:15). Since
Christians belong to Christ, they must be guided by
His will, living to the Spirit not to the flesh (Rom.
8:12-16; Gal. 5:16-24).

Conclusion

Christians belong to God. They have voluntari-
ly died with Christ, chosen to live with Christ, and
now belong wholly to Christ. May each member of
Christ’s body truly live as “I am mine no more.” ¥

Works Cited
VanDyke, R. E. and Danny Gregg. “I Am Mine No More.” Praise
for the Lord. Ed. John Wiegand. Nashville, TN: Mark M. McIn-
teer, 1997. Song 924.

ity, they are owned by Deity. Paul
wrote to the worldly Corinthians:

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In October 2017
Florida Churches of Christ: Apopka (Tenth Street ); Atlantic Beach (Oceanside ); Auburndale

The Harvester

Published Monthly
Florida School of Preaching
1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803
(863) 683-4043

Editor: Brian R. Kenyon, Director

Board of Directors
Ted Wheeler, Chairman
Brian Kenyon, Vice-Chairman
Tim Simmons, Secretary
Chad Tagtow, Treasurer

Steve Atnip Philip Lancaster

George K. French Walter Podein

Bruce Daugherty Ben Radford, Sr.
Uleysses Richardson

Training Preachers Since 1969

(Orange Street); Clearwater (Central); Daytona Beach (Beville Road ); Gainesville (Thirty-Ninth
Avenue ); Haines City (Central); Jacksonville (Chaffee Road, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Poinciana;
Lakeland (Sixth Street, North Lakeland, South Florida Avenue); New Port Richey (River Road); Or-
ange Park (Lakeside); Plant City (Laura Street); Sarasota (Osprey Avenue); St. Augustine; Stuart.
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh, Prattville); Georgia (Forest
Park); Michigan (Grand Blanc, Wayne Road); North Carolina (Pike Road); Ohio (Tenth and Clair-
mont, Fishinger-Kenny, Alkire Road); Oklahoma (Westside, Seminole); South Carolina (Seneca);
Tennessee (Livingston, Walnut Grove, Leanna); Texas (Kamay).

Individuals: M/M Rodrigue Aleandre, M/M Blane Anderson, bettye bolding, M/M Louie C.
Bone, M/M Manuel Brown, M/M Rico Brown, Annie Chambers, M/M Freddie Clayton, M/M
Reginald Colton, Melissa K. Craft, M/M Hollis Cress, M/M Bruce Daugherty, David M. Deal, M/M
Robert Doak, M/M John Donaldson, M/M George K. French, M/M Allen R. Gardner, Margaret
M George, M/M Kenneth Golson, Dotty Gutzler, M/M James E. Hall, M/M Charles Hendrick-
son, Brian Howard, Albert D Jones, Gloria Jones, M/M Hiram Kemp, M/M Darnell Kirkland, Carla
Lee, M/M Henderson Mack, Brenda Mask, Linda A Mathias, Maudeann McKendree, M/M Ed
Melott, M/M Duane G. Nelson, Nancy Norton, M/M Chuck Opperman, Tammi D. Paye, M/M Jack
Pinckert, Jr., Linda J. Pinckney, Lehman Ragan, M/M Uleysses Richardson, Gary Rine, Roger Rosie,
M/M Daniel K. Stearsman, Joyce Stearsman, Glenda Sullivan, M/M Jimmy Sweeney, M/M James
Walker, Jr., Ada Walling, M/M Michael B. White, M/M Art Wilkins, Debbie Milton Winkle.
Memorials: Ken Blewett (Nancy Blewett); Bob Helms (M/M Dale L. Rowe); Don Hunt (Anony-
mous); Dick Navarre (Fannie Tiller); George Peterson (Dorothy Peterson).

*Qur final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions
received after that time are reported on the next month’s financial statement.




The Harvester

December 2017

Page 3

Monday is MLK, Jr. Day! Use the holiday for the Lord! The afternoon program has young people in mind!

Forest Antemesaris

Stephen Atnip Rico Brown Brownlow-Dindy, Sr.

Elvis Galbreath
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John L. Lewis

Troy Postlethwait

B. Kenyon, Director

The Biblical View of the Home?
January 15-18, 2018

Monday
9:00 Family Beginnings (Gen. 2:18-25) Stephen Atnip
9:40 Blended Families: Different from the Start Jerry Martin

43rd Annual Lectureship

10:20 BREAK
10:50 Does OT Polygamy Justify Polygamy Today? Dan Stearsman
11:30 LUNCH

Forum: Young People and Family
1:30 A Christian in a Non-Christian Home Forest Antemesaris
2:00 What to Look for in a Spouse Ty Rhymes
2:30 Why Abimelech Could Not Have Her (Gen. 20) Hiram Kemp
3:00 BREAK
3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic
4:30 DINNER
6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 Biblical Role of Wives Troy Postlethwait
7:45 Wives Married to Non-Christians (1 Pet. 3:1-6) ~ B. J. Clarke

Tuesday
9:00 Breakdown of the Home’s Impact on Society Jason Hendrix

9:40 Harmonizing the Home Bill Davis
10:20 BREAK
10:50 Dealing with Adultery Logan Summers
11:30 LUNCH

Forum: Extra Effort Families
1:30 Special Needs Children Cloyd B. Frock, Jr.

2:00 Making Strides with “Steps” Teral Walker
2:30 Rearing Children in Blended Families Elvis Galbreath
3:00 BREAK

3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic

4:30 DINNER

6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 Biblical Role of Husbands Bruce Harris
7:45 Husbands Living with Their Wives (1 Pet. 3:7)  Jimmy Clark

Dtonida, Schoot. of Preaching

1807 South Florida Ave, Lakeland, FL 33803
(863) 683-4043 ¢ www.fsop.net ¢ fsop@fsop.net

Do You Understand

Jimmy Clark B. J. Clarke

>

Cloyd B. Frock, Jr.

Bruce Harris

Brian R. Kenyon, Director

Wednesday
9:00 Sustaining Faith Through Unexpected Death ~ Rick Kenyon
9:40 Reeling in Rebellion Bill Davis
10:20 BREAK
10:50 How the Love of Money Impacts the Home  Jimmy Clark
11:30 LUNCH

Forum: Home Wreckers

1:30 Divorce David Stearsman

2:00 Pornography Jack Wilkie
2:30 Selfishness Chad Tagtow
3:00 BREAK

3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic

4:30 DINNER

6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 Traits of a Successful Father
7:45 Why Some Fathers Fail

Christian Torres
Terrance Brownlow-Dindy, Sr.

Thursday

9:00 Surviving Widowhood Dean Miller
9:40 Turning Trials to Triumphs Bill Davis
10:20 BREAK
10:50 Biblical Principles on Training Children Melvin L. Otey
11:30 LUNCH

Forum: Challenged Families
1:30 Inner City Families Rico Brown
2:00 Single Parent Homes John L. Lewis
2:30 Culturally Mixed Marriages Philip Vanwinkle
3:00 BREAK
3:30 Questions And Answers On Forum Topic
4:30 DINNER
6:30 Congregational Singing
7:00 Is the Lord Building Your House? Hiram Kemp

7:45 Christ: The Pattern for the Home

Melvin L. Otey

Broadcast live at www.fsop.net ¢ Lectureship books available
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