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God created marriage on the sixth day of creation 
(Gen. 1:26-27; 2:18-25). After His special creation 
of the woman, God set in place a special relation-
ship, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall 
be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). The God-authorized mar-
riage relationship was designed by Him to be a mo-
nogamous (heterosexual) relationship (“a man … his 
wife”); a companionship relationship (“help meet,” 
Gen. 2:18); an interdependent relationship (“leave 
… father and … mother”), a commitment relation-
ship (“cleave”), and a permanent relationship (“one 
flesh”) (adapted from Jones). There was a time dur-
ing the Mosaic age that God “lowered the standards” 
of His ideal will for marriage because of the “hard-
ness of your [the Jewish people’s] hearts” (Mt. 19:8). 
However, Jesus and the rest of the New Testament 
make it clear that God’s “from the beginning” will 
for marriage has been back in place for all humanity 
since Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament and took it 
out of the way (Mt. 19:3-9; Eph. 5:31-33)!

As history, sacred and secular, testifies, people 
are not always content with God’s plan. People some-
times do what works for them, and then seek to justi-
fy it with “spiritual excuses” (cf. 1 Sam. 15:1-23). The 
subject of marriage is no exception (see Baird). Je-
sus said, “Whosoever shall put away his wife, except 
it be for fornication, and shall marry another, com-
mitteth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is 
put away doth commit adultery” (Mt. 19:9). The only 

Scriptural divorce and remarriage is when a spouse 
puts away his or her guilty of fornication spouse and 
remarries another Scripturally eligible person (i.e., 
one who has never been married, one whose spouse 
has died, or one who is the innocent of fornication 
spouse in a Scriptural divorce). According to Jesus, 
any other divorce and remarriage is an adulterous 
relationship.

One of the ways people discontent with God’s 
plan seek to justify keeping their current spouse, even 
though he or she had no Scriptural right to marry, is 
to claim that if the unscriptural marriage took place 
before the couple were baptized into Christ, then no 
matter what the circumstances of the marriage, it 
now becomes a God-approved marriage. The argu-
ment is based on two faulty lines of reasoning.

“Abide in the Same Calling”
Paul wrote, 

But as God hath distributed to every man, as the 
Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so 
ordain I in all churches. 18Is any man called being cir-
cumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any 
called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised 
… 20Let every man abide in the same calling wherein 
he was called … 24Brethren, let every man, wherein 
he is called, therein abide with God. (1 Cor. 7:17-24)

According to the proponents of the “any marriage 
before baptism becomes Scriptural after baptism” 
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doctrine, Paul was here teaching that if a couple were 
in an adulterous marriage when they were taught 
and obeyed the Gospel, they were to remain in that 
marriage.

In answering this contention, it should be obvi-
ous that “so let him walk” must be limited to those 
vocations that are not sinful (cf. 2 Cor. 6:14; 1 Thes. 
5:22). Suppose two homosexual men are “married” 
according to civil law. Can they continue walking in 
that relationship after baptism? Certainly not (cf. 
Rom. 1:26-27; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Jude 7)! One may re-
spond by noting that homosexual practice has al-
ways been sinful, to which it would be agreed. How-
ever, the same word of God that teaches homosexual 
practice is sinful also teaches that adultery is sinful 
(cf. Rom. 7:2-3; 1 Cor. 6:9; 2 Pet. 2:13-14)! A person 
cannot remain in a sinful vocation just because he or 
she has been baptized. People must repent of their 
sins before being baptized (Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30-
31), not continue in them (Rom. 6:1-4)!

“Baptism Washes Away Sin”
A second way the “any marriage before baptism 

becomes Scriptural after baptism” doctrine seeks le-
gitimacy is by appealing to the fact that Scriptural 
baptism washes away sin (Acts 2:38; 22:16 cf. Rev. 
1:5). While on the surface, this seems a rational 
point because baptism does contact penitent souls 
with the blood of Christ that does 
result in forgiveness of sins (Rom. 
6:3-4). However, it should not be 
forgotten that repentance is re-

quired before Scriptural baptism. To illustrate this 
principle, consider John the Baptizer. His basic mes-
sage was, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand” (Mt. 3:2). However, when some Pharisees 
and Sadducees came to be baptized of him, he re-
fused to baptize them, saying, “Bring forth therefore 
fruits meet for repentance” (Mt. 3:8). Luke’s account 
sheds light on what John meant.

And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do 
then? 11He answereth and saith unto them, He that 
hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; 
and he that hath meat, let him do likewise. 12Then 
came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto 
him, Master, what shall we do? 13And he said unto 
them, Exact no more than that which is appointed 
you. 14And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, 
saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, 
Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; 
and be content with your wages. (Lk. 3:10-14)

The lesson was clear: if a person is to be Scrip-
turally baptized, he or she must repent of sins. Even 
though the soldiers and tax collectors could remain 
in those vocations (because they were not inherently 
sinful), they had to repent of the sins associated with 
their individual practice of those vocations. As this 
is applied to unscriptural marriages, what sin is as-
sociated with these marriages? Jesus said “adultery” 
(Mt. 19:9 cf. Mt. 5:32). How does a person repent of 

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In December 2017
Florida Churches of Christ: Apopka (Tenth Street); Atlantic Beach (Oceanside); Auburndale 
(Orange Street); Clearwater (Central); Daytona Beach (Beville Road); Haines City (Central); Jack-
sonville (Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Poinciana; Lakeland (Sixth Street, North Lakeland ); New Port 
Richey (River Road); Orange Park (Lakeside); Plant City (Laura Street); Sarasota (Osprey Avenue); 
St. Augustine; Stuart.
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh, Prattville ); Georgia (Forest 
Park); Michigan (Grand Blanc, Wayne Road); North Carolina (Pike Road); Ohio (Tenth and Clair-
mont, Fishinger-Kenny, Alkire Road); Oklahoma (Seminole); South Carolina (Seneca); Tennessee 
(Livingston, Leanna); Texas (Kamay); Virginia (Westside).
Individuals: M/M Rodrigue Aleandre, Donna S. Anderson, M/M Blane Anderson, Forest Ante-
mesaris, bettye bolding, M/M Carl Bolding, M/M Hank Bolding, M/M Rico Brown, Annie Cham-
bers, M/M William  A. Clayton, M/M Reginald Colton, M/M  Robert A. Cooper, Melissa  K. Craft, 
M/M  Hollis Cress, David M. Deal, M/M Robert Doak, M/M John Donaldson, Kathey J. Dudley, 
M/M Jim Edmonson, M/M Phillip E. Fife, M/M George K. French, Margaret M George, Dotty 
Gutzler, Deborah Jones, Gloria Jones, M/M Hiram Kemp, M/M Darnell Kirkland, Carla Lee, M/M 
Henderson Mack, M/M C. E. Manning, Brenda Mask, Maudeann McKendree, George Meadows, 
Nancy Norton, Tammi D. Paye, M/M Jack Pinckert Jr., Linda J. Pinckney, M/M Uleysses Richard-
son, Roger Rosie, M/M Bobby Sheumaker, Johnye  C. Sims, Rena Springer, M/M Daniel K. Stears-
man, Joyce Stearsman, Glenda Sullivan, Ada Walling, M/M Lazaros J. Watson, M/M Bobby Wells, 
M/M Art Wilkins, Antonia Zeveney.
Memorials: Chuch Gambill (M/M Michael B. White); Newman and Mildred Kirkland (Anon-
ymous); George Peterson (Dorothy Peterson); Dorothy Stinson (M/M Brian R. Kenyon); Carl 
Thompson (Anonymous).
Special Contributions: Denis L Fontaine Foundation Inc.
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions 
received after that time are reported on the next month’s financial statement.



The Harvester February 2018 Page 3

Scenes from Our 43rd Annual Lectureship



The Harvester February 2018 Page 4

Florida School of Preaching
1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803
www.fsop.net     email: fsop@fsop.net
Phone: (863) 683-4043; (800) 320-9780
Fax: (863) 683-0750

Electronic Service Requested

Nonprofit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Lakeland, FL

PERMIT #235

without affixing
correct postage!

Please Do Not Re-send 

adultery? Obviously, get out of the adulterous rela-
tionship! There is no scenario where one can willfully 
sin and be in a right relationship with God (cf. Heb. 
10:26-27)! “What shall we say then? Shall we contin-
ue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How 
shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” 
(Rom. 6:1-2).

Conclusion
Marriage is the foundation of all human relation-

ships! When God’s will is not respected in what con-
stitutes marriage, the home, society, and the church 
inevitably suffer! People certainly get themselves into 
marital messes, but changing God’s law to fit an indi-
vidual’s particular situation is not the answer. Rather, 
follow God’s will, even if it means remaining unmar-
ried (Mt. 19:10-12). Eternity with God is too valuable 
to lose over an adulterous relationship!
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Once again, our generous supporters have 
come through in defraying the costs of our 
43rd annual lectureship! We appreciate 
your valuing the lectureship and the work of 
the Florida School of Preaching as we train 
men to preach the Gospel and better pre-
pare souls to serve the Lord. Sin’s deterio-
rating affect on the world is seen every day. 
The only true remedy is the Gospel of Christ! 
Since 1969, you have helped us provide tu-
ition free education by men who have years 
of experience in local work. May the Lord 
continue blessing you and the school as we 
work together in the Gospel and continue 
as “fellowhelpers to the truth” (3 Jn. 8)!


