Volume 38

March 2018

The Harvester

Number 8

Jeremiah: The Man and His Message

By Terrance Brownlow-Dindy, Sr.

In an arena of religiosity defiled by extra-biblical
innovations and tainted by non-Scriptural “ideals,”
existing in a nation that is severely crippled and
plunging headlong toward total incapacitation due
to a decline in decency and a breakdown of moral-
ity, any man who would stand for the truth, of ne-
cessity, must possess a “double portion” of courage.
That man must maintain firm conviction in a world
of subjectivism, fervent compassion in a society of
self-destruction, and fail-proof consistency amid a
community of capriciousness.

Jeremiah the Man

Six hundred twenty-six years before Christ, that
man was Jeremiah, the prophet of God, and that
land of spiritual lifelessness was the Southern King-
dom of Judah.

By the latter half of the seventh century BC, the
Nation of Judah had become an object of God’s wrath.
She was destined for destruction as a result of her
stubborn infidelity (Jer. 2:20, 25; 3:1-2). Through-
out history, God had likened Israel unto a wife (cf.
Hosea; Isaiah 62:5, etc.), but at this point, Judah
was on the verge of becoming a “bride put away” as
had her sister to the north (Jer. 3:6-10). However,
Jehovah is a God who has never taken pleasure in
the death of the wicked (Ezk. 33:11), but desires all
men to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4). He wants none to per-
ish (2 Pet. 3:9). Thus, God commissioned a man to
convey a message of repentance to the apostate chil-
dren of Judah. The man selected was Jeremiah the
son of Hilkiah (Jer. 1:1).

Though the message that Jeremiah was instruct-
ed to preach to the idolatrous inhabitants of Judah
can be simply stated: “repent and I will relent” (cf.
Jer. 18:7-8), there was nothing at all simple about
the task the prophet was delegated to perform. The
chore set before Jeremiah was one which required a
man of unquestionable quality — a man who in fact
possessed each of the previously mentioned charac-
teristics: courage, conviction, compassion, and con-
sistency. Again, Jeremiah was the man.

As servants of the Most High today, who too are
faced with the challenge of presenting the message
of God’s conditional saving grace to a shameless, im-
penitent world that seems to be adamant in its rejec-
tion of the truth, Jeremiah becomes to us a source of
adoration, inspiration, and emulation.

Courage

As true disciples, proclaimers of the truth, and
members of a growing religious minority, we have
to possess the courage of Jeremiah the man. Being a
worshiper of the one and only true God exclusively,
Jeremiah too was in the minority among his contem-
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poraries. Though he recognized himself to be “a man
of strife and a man of contention to the whole land”
(Jer. 15:10), Jeremiah boldly preached the truth
without wavering.

Conviction

Perhaps in no other place in Scripture do we see con-
viction so deeply rooted in a man as we see in the
Book of Jeremiah. Upon being scorned and mocked-
by those to whom he preached, Jeremiah vowed to
speak no more in the name of the Lord, only to re-
alize and to affirm, “His word was in my heart like
a burning fire shut up in my bones; I was weary of

who are suffering—even when that suffering is self-
induced.

Consistency

Jeremiah’s consistency in delivering God’s
message should be noted and imitated. Jeremiah
preached forty plus years to a people who refused
to heed his words, and he never went beyond nor
stopped short of what God wanted him to say. In a
time when the word of God is often being diluted for
the sake of satisfying “itching ears,” the consistency
of Jeremiah, a true man of God, needs to be pro-
claimed loudly and clearly!

holding it back, and I could not”
(Jer.20:9). How we need that kind
of conviction in pulpits today!

Compassion

Jeremiah is often identified
as the weeping prophet due to his
anguish concerning the imminent
destruction of the children of Ju-
dah. Verses such as Jeremiah 4:19
reveal to us the amount of com-
passion Jeremiah felt for his peo-
ple. There he laments, “O my soul,
my soul! I am pained in my very
heart! My heart makes a noise in
me; I cannot hold my peace, be-
cause you have heard, O my soul,
the sound of the trumpet, the
alarm of war.” As Christians, we
likewise need to lament for those
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Training Preachers Since 1969

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In January 2018
Florida Churches of Christ: Apopka (Tenth Street); Atlantic Beach (Oceanside); Auburndale
(Orange Street); Clearwater (Central); Daytona Beach (Beville Road); Gainesville (Thirty-Ninth
Avenue); Haines City (Central); Jacksonville (Chaffee Road, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland
(Sixth Street, North Lakeland, South Florida Avenue); Mango (Bay Area); New Port Richey (River
Road); Orange Park (Lakeside); Plant City (Laura Street); Poinciana; Sarasota (Osprey Avenue);
Sebastian; St. Augustine; Stuart.

Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh, Prattville); Michigan (Grand
Blanc, Wayne Road); North Carolina (Pike Road); Ohio (Tenth and Clairmont, Fishinger-Kenny,
Alkire Road); Oklahoma (Westside, Seminole); South Carolina (Seneca); Tennessee (Albany, Liv-
ingston, Walnut Grove, Leanna); Texas (Kamay).

Individuals: M/M Rodrigue Aleandre, M/M Rembert Allen, M/M Blane Anderson, Forest Ante-
mesaris, M/M Bruce Barber, M/M Robert Bauer, George Beals, Roy Beasley, M/M Jerry Bennett,
M/M Jeffrey Bingle, bettye bolding, M/M Manuel Brown, M/M Rico Brown, Charles Broyles Jr.,
M/M Dennis Chalaire, Annie Chambers, M/M Jimmy Clark, M/M William A. Clayton, Rosemary
Cole, M/M Reginald Colton, M/M Robert A. Cooper, Ronald Cox, M/M Adam Cozort, M/M Keith
Cozort, Shirley Cozort, Melissa K. Craft, M/M Hollis Cress, Deloris Crosby, M/M Samuel Crow,
M/M Emanuel B. Daugherty, David M. Deal, M/M David Dix, M/M Robert Doak, M/M John Don-
aldson, Kathey J. Dudley, Flo Duffy, M/M William Earl, James R. Earnhardt, M/M Jim Edmonson,
Paul Edwards, Tom Evans, M/M Monte Everley, M/M Matthew Faneuf, Bob Faneuf, M/M Phillip
E. Fife, H. Joyce Foster, M/M George K. French, M/M Cloyd Frock Jr., Willie Fulmore, M/M Elvis
Galbreath, M/M Allen R. Gardner, Margaret M George, M/M John T. Griffis, Dotty Gutzler, M/M
James E. Hall, M/M Richard T. Harris, M/M Bruce Harris, Marie Howard, Joan Humphrey, Mrs.
Albert D Jones, Deborah Jones, Gloria Jones, M/M Hiram Kemp, M/M Brian R. Kenyon, Wadi
Khoury, M/M Darnell Kirkland, M/M Philip Lancaster, Carla Lee, Ruby Lewis, M/M Billy C. Long,
Mike Madden, M/M C. E. Manning, Jerry Martin, Brenda Mask, M/M Dennis McCarter, M/M Na-
thaniel McCray, M/M Robert McGuire, Maudeann McKendree, M/M Jeffrey McNeal, M/M John
L. McShane Jr., M/M Ed Melott, Dean Miller, M/M Frank Nabors, M/M Dale Naugle, M/M Thomas
Neal, Nancy Norton, Jackie Odei, Johnny Ortiz, M/M Jeremy Padilla, Debra Pavlovic-Okolichany,
Tammi D. Paye, M/M Jack Pinckert, Jr., Linda J. Pinckney, M/M Neil Postlethwait, M/M Robert
Pratt, Heather Pryor, Lehman Ragan, M/M Jason Rhymes, M/M Uleysses Richardson, Roger Rosie,
Lenwood Sapp Jr., M/M Larry Shatzer, James W. Shearer, Nancy Simmons, Johnye C. Sims, M/M
Garry St. John, M/M Daniel K. Stearsman, M/M David Stearsman, Joyce Stearsman, M/M Logan
Summers, M/M Jimmy Sweeney, M/M Chad Tagtow, M/M Charles A. Thornhill, M/M William R.
Thornhill, M/M Christian Torres, M/M Lou Van Allen, M/M Will Vann, Phillip Vanwinkle, M/M
Vince Vasquez, M/M Joseph Vilarson, Jr., M/M James Walker, M/M Teral D. Walker, Ada Walling,
M/M Lazaros J. Watson, M/M Michael B. White, Dale Whitehead, M/M Art Wilkins, M/M H Glen
Willcut, M/M David Williams, M/M Douglas Williams, Larry Wilson, Debbie Milton Winkle.
Memorials: Nancy Anderson (Bonnie Clouse); Maurice Davis, Jr. (Tenth Street Church of Christ,
Apopka); Vera Jackson (M/M Andrew Bacic); Leamon Keele (Nettie Jo Earnhardt); Ed Moore
(Carol Moore); Preston Mott (Bonnie Clouse); Duane Nelson (Gloria Nelson, M/M Robert Pratt,
M/M Jimmy Sweeney, Virginia Walker, Faith West); George Peterson (Dorothy Peterson); Jim Sul-
livan (Nettie Jo Earnhardt); Martha Summerlin (Anonymous).

Special Contributions: In Honor of James Earnhardt, member of 1st graduating class in 1971
(Nettie Jo Earnhardt); Forest Park church of Christ Scholarship Fund.

*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions
received after that time are reported on the next month’s financial statement.
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Jeremiah'’s Message

Not a few Gospel preachers determined to “de-
clare the whole counsel of God,” even when it re-
quired preaching negatively, have been characterized
by liberal and ecumenical elements as harsh, intoler-
ant, unloving, cold, and sectarian. If this is an accu-
rate assessment of those who stand for the truth, the
whole truth, and nothing more than the truth, then
some “well-knowns” of the intolerant, unloving, and
sectarian genre of Gospel preachers would include
men like Jesus Christ (first and foremost), John the
Immerser, Noah, Elijah, and the man who is the sub-
ject of this article, Jeremiah.

“Negative” Content

Often Jeremiah is deemed “the weeping proph-
et,” which is clearly a designation denoting his lov-
ing, compassionate character. How do we reconcile
that description of Jeremiah with the predominant-
ly negative message that he was commissioned to
preach? The fact of the matter is being a preacher
who truly cares for the souls of others always entails
preaching a message that has some negative aspects
in addition to the positive. Jeremiah’s message to the
children of Israel residing in the Southern Kingdom
of Judah during the seventh century BC, in fact, was
two-thirds negative. Jeremiah was appointed by God
to verbally “build and plant” (positives), but only af-
ter obeying the commands to “root out ... pull down
... destroy ... and to throw down” (Jer. 1:10).

Jeremiah’s assignment to “root out” included his
God-given message to warn Judah’s disloyal inhabit-
ants to “circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take
away the foreskins of your heart ... lest His fury come
forth like fire and burn so that no one can quench it
... (Jer. 4:4). Now notice Judah’s response to such
negative preaching: “neither will evil come upon us,
nor shall we see sword or famine” (Jer. 5:12). The
prophet’s duty to “pull down” warranted his preach-
ing negative proclamations like “withhold your foot
from being unshod” (Jer. 2:25a), a message prohib-
iting unauthorized “religious liberties.” The people’s
response to this message was, “No! For I have loved
aliens, and after them I will go” (Jer. 2:25b). His re-
sponsibility to “destroy and throw down” involved
Jeremiah’s admonishing Judah, “Do not go after
other gods to serve and worship them” (Jer. 25:6).
Behold yet again God’s commentary on Judah’s re-
sponse: “you have not listened to me” (Jer. 25:7).

“Positive” Content

Now that we have taken a brief glimpse at Jer-
emiah’s negative preaching, let us look at some of
the positive. Keep in mind, the liberal element would
have us to believe that the response to “positive
preaching” is more favorable. The Book of Jeremiah,
however, proves otherwise. Jeremiah’s task to “build
and plant” included relaying the Lord’s message of
the eighteenth chapter where God says, “The instant
I speak concerning a nation and concerning a king-
dom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, if
that nation against whom I have spoken turns from
its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I thought to
bring upon it” (Jer. 18:7-8). Even with a message as
positive and promising as this, the response of the
Israelites is no different. Notice their reply: “That is
hopeless! So we will everyone obey the dictates of his
evil heart” (Jer. 18:12).

The reality is this: If the message of truth is being
presented to those who have hardened their hearts
against it, such as did the children of Israel in the
days of Jeremiah, then whether the truth proclaimed
is of a positive or negative nature is of little concern.
They will reject it! Nothing at all is “negative” re-
garding the Biblical doctrines of water immersion
and acapella congregational singing, yet the majority
of the religious world reject these doctrines, and give
those who adamantly promote them derogatory la-
bels such as “book worshiping legalists.” Again, Jer-
emiah’s message contained negatives such as “do not
listen to the words of your prophets who ... prophesy
a lie to you” (Jer. 27:16). It included positives such
as his message to those who desired to flee to Egypt,
“If you will still remain in this land, then I will build
you and not pull you down, and I will plant you and
not pluck you up” (Jer. 42:10). In either case, the re-
sponse of the people was consistently: “We will not
listen to you!” (Jer. 44:16). The response of the hard
hearted to God’s message today is no different. Thus,
let us not become discouraged when, like Jeremiah,
we preach the message that God bids us.

Conclusion

Information concerning no other prophet is more
readily available to us as is that involving Jeremiah.
The Holy Spirit has seen to it that we have plenty of
information concerning Jeremiah the man and his
message. It would do us all well to learn from this
prophet’s courage, conviction, compassion, and con-
sistency. Thank God for a man like Jeremiah.
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Do You Understand “:rez i s
The Biblical View of the Home? -

Lectureship Book PDF, which contains all our books 7% Some Previous Lectureship Books Still Available:

(1994-2018), plus all the 2007-2017 issues of (g Dol %ngT;ra%slgw) Each Is Just
0 YOu understan 11 ¢
the Harvester, only $25°° (upgradable for $10°°)! ~ Do You Understand Jesus’ Sermon on the 10'%+ taxand
Mount? (2015) postage

Video DVDs, each disc $8°° (2 or 3 lessons per disc)
Audio CDs, each lesson just $3° or 2 for $5
Audio MP3 —all lessons 1 disk or USB drive, $20°°

Do You Understand Truth? (2014)
Do You Understand Biblical Morality? (2013)
Do You Understand the Local Church? (2012)

Volumes 1994, 1996, 2002 are sold out!
Specials: set of 22 available books $100 (plus tax) or buy 3 books and get a 4th freel

All you pay is postage or pick them up in Lakeland, Florida, or from our staff at an event!




