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Preachers may suffer seemingly un-get-over-
able obstacles placed before them by those opposed 
to truth, simply for doing “the work of an evangelist” 
(2 Tim. 4:1-5). Although these consequences may 
seem bleak, God can still allow His Gospel to contin-

ue its influence. When Paul wrote Philippians, inter-
nal evidence strongly suggests he was a prisoner in 
Rome (Phil. 1:7, 13, 16; 4:22 cf. Acts 28:30-31). Yet, 
even while in prison, the apostle could rejoice over 
the Gospel’s advance. Preachers today can also know

Two Students Graduating May 12, 2019
Vincent D. Daugherty

Brother Daugherty came to us from the Beville Road church of Christ in Day-
tona Beach, Florida, with whom his dad serves as preacher. Prior to enrolling 
at FSOP, Vince served as a youth minister with Beville Road (2016-2017), 
and he also worked four years as a middle and high school teacher. He re-
ceived other formal education from Harding University (BA in social science, 
2013). He speaks at many local youth events. He and his wife, Tiffany, have 

two sons, Ellis and Judah. Vince has already accepted a work as an associate 
minister with the South Florida Avenue church of Christ.

Alex Szabo
Brother Szabo came to us from the Wesconnett  church of Christ in Jack-
sonville, Florida. Prior to enrolling at FSOP, he worked as an information 
technology professional, having owned several businesses during his career. 
He is a first generation American, whose parents escaped the Hungarian 
Revolution of 1956. He is originally from Reading, Pennsylvania, and served 
in the United States Navy (1976-1980). He and his wife, Beth, have one mar-

ried daughter. As of this printing, Alex was looking for a full-time preaching 
work. He is also interested in doing mission work in Hungary.

Preachers, Persecution, and Progress
Brian R. Kenyon
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Uleysses Richardson

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In February 2019
Florida Churches of Christ: Apopka (Tenth Street); Atlantic Beach (Oceanside); Auburndale 
(Orange Street); Clearwater (Central); Haines City (Central); Jacksonville (Wesconnett); Kissim-
mee; Poinciana; Lakeland (Sixth Street, North Lakeland); New Port Richey (River Road); Orange 
Park (Lakeside); Plant City (Laura Street); Sarasota (Osprey Avenue); St. Augustine; Stuart.
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh, Prattville); Georgia (Forest 
Park); Michigan (Grand Blanc; Wayne Road); North Carolina (Pike Road); Ohio (Tenth and Clair-
mont, Fishinger-Kenny, Alkire Road); Oklahoma (Seminole); South Carolina (Seneca); Tennessee 
(Livingston, Leanna); Texas (Kamay); Virginia (Westside).
Individuals: M/M Rodrigue Aleandre, Gloria Allen, M/M Forest Antemesaris, Jerry Bickford, 
M/M Jeffrey Bingle, M/M Dan Blackman, bettye bolding, Alberta Bond, M/M Tommy Brewster, 
M/M Manuel Brown, M/M Rico Brown, M/M David Bugg, Mark Byers, Sandra Callender, Annie 
Chambers, M/M William A. Clayton, M/M Reginald Colton, Stacey Copeland, M/M Keith Cozort, 
M/M Hollis Cress, M/M Bruce Daugherty, M/M Emanuel B. Daugherty, David M. Deal, Guy Dick-
inson, M/M Robert Doak, M/M John Donaldson, M/M Jim Edmonson, M/M Matthew Faneuf, 
Bonnie Gatewood, Margaret M George, Dotty Gutzler, M/M James E. Hall, M/M Charles Hen-
drickson, M/M William Howard, Patrick B. Kelley, M/M Hiram Kemp, M/M Darnell Kirkland, Van 
Land, Carla Lee, James Lewis, Bernard Macon, Brenda Mask, M/M Nathaniel McCray, Maudeann 
McKendree, M/M John L. McShane Jr., M/M Ed Melott, Carol Moore, M/M Sidney Moore, Nan-
cy Norton, Johnny Ortiz, Charles Paulin, M/M Stacey Paulin, Debra Pavlovic-Okolichany, Tammi 
D. Paye, M/M Jack Pinckert Jr., M/M Robert Pratt, Heather Pryor, Lehman Ragan, Katie Randle, 
M/M Jason Rhymes, M/M Uleysses Richardson, Roger Rosie, Johnye C. Sims, M/M Andrae Smith, 
M/M Daniel K. Stearsman, Glenda Sullivan, Timothy Sullivan, M/M Logan Summers, M/M Jimmy 
Sweeney, M/M Christian Torres, M/M Will Vann, Ada Walling, M/M Ron Weisenstine, Jerry West-
ern, M/M David Williams, Debbie Milton Winkle.
Memorials: Wanda Bruno (bettye bolding, David M. Deal, M/M Robert Pratt); Pat Burnside 
(M/M Michael B. White); B.C. Carr (Anderson Outdoor Management, Inc); Jeannie Hendricks 
(Sharon Egolf; M/M Robert Pratt); Vera Jackson (M/M Andrew Bacic); George Peterson (Dorothy 
Peterson).
Special Contributions: Amazon Smile; Atlantic Christian Fund.
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions 
received after that time are reported on the next month’s financial statement.

that although they may suffer for righteousness’ 
sake, the Gospel still works its influence! Consider 
two truths about the influence of the Gospel result-
ing from Paul’s imprisonment.

Caused Gospel to Be Known
Paul wrote, “But I want you to know, brethren, 

that the things which happened to me have actually 
turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, so that 
it has become evident to the whole palace guard, 
and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ” 
(Phil. 1:12-13). Two truths are here indicated. First, 
Paul’s imprisonment caused the Gospel to be known 
throughout Rome! Paul wanted the Philippians to 
see the bigger picture. “I want you to know” intro-
duces “an important assertion and may imply that 
misunderstanding has arisen over the matter or that 
inquiry has been made regarding it” (Kent 109-110). 
This exact phrase does not occur again in the New 
Testament, but similar ones do  (cf. 1 Cor. 11:3; Col. 
2:1). Paul commonly used the negative expression, 
“I do not want you to be unaware [ignorant, KJV]” 
(Rom. 1:13; 11:25; 1 Cor. 10:1; 12:1; 2 Cor. 1:8; 1 Thes. 
4:13). Paul had confidence in God’s promise that “all 
things work together for good” (Rom. 8:28)! The 
Gospel Paul preached continued 
to spread! The term “have actually 
turned out for [have fallen out, 
KJV; has really served to, ESV]” 
indicates that Paul’s imprison-
ment had not been the least bit 
detrimental to the Gospel, but had 
in fact worked to its advantage! 

The original word translated “furtherance [greater 
progress, NAS; advanced, ESV]” (from prokope, 
προκοπή) means progress, advancement (1:25; 1 
Tim. 4:15 cf. the verb prokopto [προκόπτω] in Gal. 
1:14). The whole phrase indicates “advancement in 
spite of obstructions and dangers which would block 
the path of the traveler” (Martin 70).
 Second, Paul’s bonds made clear to his cap-
tors his relationship with Christ (Phil. 1:13). Though 
in a prison, Paul considered his “chains” as being “in 
Christ.” The word translated “chains [bonds, KJV; 
imprisonment, NAS]” can be used to refer to bonds, 
or chains (i.e., that which physically binds him), or it 
can refer generally to imprisonment, or prison (Phil. 
1:7, 14, 17; Col. 4:18; 2 Tim. 2:9). It was plainly evi-
dent to those who knew Paul that his imprisonment 
was for the Gospel’s sake! The “palace guard [praeto-
rian, NAS; imperial guard, ESV]” is used elsewhere 
to refer to the praetorium in Jerusalem (Mt.27:27; 
Mk. 15:16; Jn. 18:28, 33; 19:9), and to the praetori-
um in Caesarea (Acts 23:35). The context here seems 
to indicate the praetorium in Rome, for Paul sent 
greetings to the Philippians from “Caesar’s house-
hold” (Phil. 4:22 cf. Acts 28:30).
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Boldly Encouraged Others
Paul’s imprisonment also encouraged others to 

boldly preach Christ. Paul wrote:
And most of the brethren in the Lord, having become 
confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak 
the word without fear. 15Some indeed preach Christ 
even from envy and strife, and some also from good 
will: 16The former preach Christ from selfish ambi-
tion, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my 
chains; 17but the latter out of love, knowing that I 
am appointed for the defense of the gospel. 18What 
then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or 
in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, 
and will rejoice. (Phil. 1:14-18)

Because of Paul’s imprisonment, the church was 
now characterized by courage. “Most [many, KJV]” 
does not mean that a minority refused to seize the 
opportunity for evangelism, but that “so many did 
so that their action characterized the Roman church 
as a whole” (Bruce 41-42). Paul stacked four terms 
to show the courageous proclamation resulting from 
his imprisonment. “Confident [trusting, NAS]” is 
from a word (peitho, πείθω) that generally means 
to persuade, convince, win over; but as a perfect ac-
tive verb, as here, means to trust, rely on; have con-
fidence, be confident; be certain or sure (Phil. 1:25; 
3:3; 2 Thes. 3:4; Phile. 22). “Much more [far more, 
NAS; more abundantly, ASV]” is from a word (peris-
soteros, περισσοτέρως) that means all the more, 
even more so, especially, to a greater degree (2 Cor. 
11:23; Heb. 2:1). “Bold [courage, NAS]” is from a 
word (tolmao, τολμάω) that means to dare, be brave 
or bold enough; take upon oneself to do something 
(Rom. 5:7; 15:18; 1 Cor. 6:1; 2 Cor. 10:12; 11:21; Jude 
9). “Without fear” (from aphobos, ἀφόβως) means 
to be at ease (Lk. 1:74; 1 Cor. 16:10; Jude 12).

The brethren’s motives, however, may be differ-
ent. Some were motived by “envy and strife,” wanting 
to make Paul more miserable (Phil. 1:15-16). These 
were neither pagans (cf. Acts 19:13), nor Judaizers 
(cf. Phil. 3:2-3; 2 Cor. 11:4, 13; Gal. 1:6-7; 5:1-6). Paul 
stacked four terms here to show the negative mo-

tives of some: “envy” (cf. Mt. 27:18; Rom. 1:29; Gal. 
5:21; 1 Tim. 6:4; Tit. 3:3; 1 Pet. 2:1); “strife [rivalry, 
ESV]” (from eris, ἔρις), which means strife, selfish 
rivalry, fighting; quarrels, quarreling (Rom. 1:29; 
13:13; 1 Cor. 1:11; 3:3; 2 Cor. 12:20; Gal. 5:20; 1 Tim. 
6:4; Titus 3:9); “contention [selfish ambition, NAS; 
rivalry, ESV]” (from eritheia, ἐριθεία), which refers 
to selfishness, selfish rivalry, selfish ambition (Phil. 
2:3; Rom. 2:8; 2 Cor. 12:20; Gal. 5:20; Jas. 3:14-16); 
and “supposing to add affliction.” Some “may have 
supposed that he [Paul] would bitterly resent their 
success (just as they did his) and his imprisonment 
would become all the more galling to him” (Kent 112). 
Others, on the other hand, were motivated by “love,” 
wanting to be one with Paul (1:17). “I am appointed 
[set, KJV; put here, ESV]” indicates that Paul’s be-
ing imprisoned was not by misfortune, but was by 
the providence of God for this very occasion (cf. Est. 
4:14; Gal. 4:4). “Defense” (from apologia, ἀπολογία) 
(Phil. 1:17b) refers to a verbal defense, defense; an-
swer, reply (Phil. 1:7; Acts 22:1; 25:16; 1 Cor. 9:3; 2 
Cor. 7:11; 2 Tim. 4:16; 1 Pet. 3:15). No matter the mo-
tives, the true Gospel was being preached!

Conclusion
As is true with all Christians, preachers are some-

times persecuted by those who oppose the truth (2 
Tim. 3:;12). Although these hardships can be dif-
ficult, rest assured, the Gospel is still continuing to 
progress its influence. On another occasion from a 
different imprisonment, Paul said, “I suffer trouble, 
as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God 
is not bound” (2 Tim. 2:9).
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Jan. 20-23, 2020 
The Promise of Redemption

Join Us for Our 45th Annual Lectureship!
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There is one 
person in both 
these pictures. 
Send the school 
an email by our 
next graduation 
date with cor-

rect name and be 
registered to win 
a free 50th cof-
fee mug. We will 
draw one winner! 

Involve Your Tax Dollars in Supporting Students! 

Yes, you heard right! As April 15 comes and goes, we are reminded of the financial price we pay to 
enjoy the blessings of the USA. Even though the tax code has changed (and may be just as or more 
confusing), there are still ways to send contributions to the school that will help ease your tax

responsibility. Furthermore, if you have overpaid taxes and will receive a “refund,” please consider sending some of it 
to the Florida School of Preaching to help support our students. Often this money is unexpected and not included in 
personal budgets. No donation is too small to help in spreading the Gospel. Although there are so many good ways to 
get the good news to lost souls in our culture (sending missionaries, radio, television, social media, etc.), all of these 
start with preaching and teaching the Gospel! “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Rom. 10:13-14). We need and appreciate your support!


