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In the discussion of the work of the Holy Spir-
it, among faithful brethren, it is common for some 
to present lists that show whatever the Holy Spirit 
does, the word of God also does. For example, the 
Holy Spirit “convicts” (Jn. 16:8, NJK), and the word 
of God “convicts” (Titus 1:9). The conclusion is then 
drawn: since the Holy Spirit does what the word of 
God does, it is the word of God that does everything 
the Holy Spirit is said to do. While it is true the Holy 
Spirit never does anything contrary to the Godhead’s 
will, there are some things the Bible teaches the Holy 
Spirit does that the word of God does not. 

The Holy Spirit 
Makes Intercession

Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For 
we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered. 27Now He who 
searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spir-
it is, because He makes intercession for the saints ac-
cording to the will of God. (Rom. 8:26-27)

The Christian’s weaknesses include sometimes 
not knowing what to pray for nor how to pray for it 
(cf. 2 Cor. 12:6-10), but in spite of human weakness-
es, the God within the Christian (Rom. 8:9-11) makes 
intercession for him or her to the God in heaven. 
“Intercession” is translated from a word (huperen-
tugchano, ὑπερεντυγχάνω) that means to intercede, 
plead for someone. It is a picturesque word of rescue 

by one who “happens on” another who is in trouble 
and “in his behalf” pleads with groanings that defy 
words to one who can help (cf. the good Samari-
tan). Romans 8:26 is the only verse to use this Greek 
word. Romans 8:34, speaking of Jesus’ interceding 
on the Christian’s behalf uses a different but simi-
lar word (from entugchano, ἐντυγχάνω, also in Rom. 
8:27; Acts 25:24; Rom. 11:2; Heb. 7:25). God receives 
these “groanings” as acceptable prayer because they 
come from a human spirit wherein dwells the Holy 
Spirit (Rom. 8:9-11). He who searches the mind is 
God (cf. Jer. 17:9-10). Since God knows the Chris-
tian’s mind and the Spirit’s intercession on behalf of 
the Christian, God will give Christians the strength 
they need to endure the struggle until final salvation. 
Although the Spirit’s intercession is always in accor-
dance with God’s word, the word of God is never said 
to intercede on behalf of the Christian in prayer!

The Holy Spirit Seals
Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and 
has anointed us is God, 22who also has sealed us and 
given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. (2 
Cor. 1:21-22)
In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, 
having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit 
of promise, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased possession, to 
the praise of His glory. (Eph. 1:13-14)

What The Holy Spirit Does
That The Word of God Does Not
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Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In October 2019
Florida Churches of Christ: Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow (North Jackson Avenue); Cal-
lahan (Callahan, First Coast); Clearwater (Central); Daytona Beach (Beville Road); Deltona; Haines 
City (Central); Hialeah; Jacksonville (Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland (Sixth Street, North Lake-
land, South Florida Avenue); New Port Richey (River Road); Parrish (North River); Perry (Ash 
Street); Plant City (Laura Street); Poinciana; Port Charlotte; Stuart; Tarpon Springs (Lake Tarpon).
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh); Michigan (Grand Blanc); 
North Carolina (Pike Road); Texas (Highland).
Individuals: M/M Rodrigue Aleandre, M/M Blane Anderson, M/M William D. Andrews, M/M 
Forest Antemesaris, Joe Atkins, bettye bolding, M/M Manuel Brown, M/M Rico Brown, Annie 
Chambers, M/M William A. Clayton, M/M Reginald Colton, M/M Hollis Cress, David M. Deal, Guy 
Dickinson, M/M Robert Doak, M/M John Donaldson, M/M Jim Edmonson, Dale Eppley, M/M 
George K. French, M/M James E. Hall, M/M Charles Hendrickson, Annabella Howard, Felicia Jus-
tice, M/M Darnell Kirkland, Bert Kramer, Carla Lee, M/M C. E. Manning, Brenda Mask, M/M Na-
thaniel McCray, Maudeann McKendree, M/M John L. McShane Jr., Carol Moore, Nancy Norton, 
Debra Pavlovic-Okolichany, Tammi D. Paye, M/M Jack Pinckert Jr., Linda J. Pinckney, M/M Vic 
Pratt, M/M Robert Pratt, Katie Randle, Gale Rembert, M/M Jason Rhymes, M/M Uleysses Rich-
ardson, Harry P Roberts, Roger Rosie, Johnye C. Sims, Glenda Sullivan, M/M Jimmy Sweeney, Ada 
Walling, Jessie Watson, M/M Art Wilkins, M/M Gary Williams, Debbie Milton Winkle.
Memorials: Rembert Allen (Gloria Allen, Helen A Yancer); Jean Foust (bettye bolding, M/M 
John L. McShane, Jr., M/M Jimmy Sweeney); Fern Gutzler (Dotty Gutzler); Verla Harlow (M/M 
Michael B. White); Bob McAnally (Willard and Judith Carr, M/M Robert Clark, David M. Deal, 
M/M Robert Pratt, M/M Jimmy Sweeney); George Peterson (Dorothy Peterson); James Shearer 
(M/M John L. McShane, Jr.).
Special Contributions: Atlantic Christian Fund, LLC; Empyrean Townhomes; O & G Tile Painting, LLC.
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions 
received after that time are reported on the next month’s financial statement.

The word translated “sealed” (from sphragizo, 
σφραγίζω) can be literal in reference to sealing (Mt. 
27:66; Rom. 15:28; Rev. 20:3) (this section adapt-
ed from Schippers 499). The word can also be used 
figuratively to “seal” in the sense of confirm or au-
thenticate (Jn. 3:33; 6:27). In First Corinthians 9:2, 
Paul used the noun (sphragis, σφραγίς) to show that 
the existence of the Corinthian church confirmed the 
legitimacy of his apostleship (cf. 2 Cor. 3:1-3).

Paul connected “sealing” with the Holy Spirit (2 
Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13-14). This “sealing” takes place 
at the moment a person obeys the Gospel (cf. 1 Cor. 
6:11; 12:13 [cf. Acts 2:38]). While Ephesians 1:13 re-
lates “being sealed” with or by the Holy Spirit (cf. 
Eph. 4:30) to the whole conversion event, Second 
Corinthians 1:21-22 looks on conversion as God’s 
“anointing” converts “in Christ” and associates it 
with receiving the pledge of the Spirit, which is a 
down payment guaranteeing the day of redemp-
tion (Eph. 1:14; 2 Cor. 1:22). In “sealing” obedient 
believers with His Spirit, God makes them His own 
authentic possession. While the Holy Spirit’s seal-
ing never violates God’s word, the word of God is not 
said to “seal” Christians.

The Holy Spirit
Guarantees

Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is 
God, who also has given us the 
Spirit as a guarantee. (2 Cor. 5:5 cf. 
2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13-14)

The word translated “guarantee [earnest, KJV; 
pledge, NAS]” (from arrabon, ἀρραβών) refers to a 
pledge; guarantee of what is to come; a deposit of 
money, installment. The word was used as a legal 
and commercial technical term for first installment, 
deposit, down payment, pledge, that pays a part of 
the purchase price in advance, and so secures a legal 
claim to the article in question, or makes a contract 
valid … a payment which obligates the contracting 
party to make further payments;” thus, Paul is say-
ing that God “has deposited the first installment of 
the Spirit in our hearts” (Bauer 109). This blessing, 
coupled with being sealed, is, as it were, a “written 
guarantee” from God, who cannot lie, that the faith-
ful Christian belongs to Him and will receive all the 
blessings in Christ, both temporal and eternal. Again, 
this guarantee would never contradict God’s word, 
but the word of God is not said to be the Christian’s 
down payment guarantee!

While the Holy Spirit and God’s word are insepa-
rable, and their work overlaps, they are not the same. 
We know the Holy Spirit’s work and every other spir-
itual truth the same way, “The Bible tells me so.” 

Works Cited
Bauer, Walter. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature. 2nd rev. ed. Chicago, IL: Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1979.

Schippers, Reinier. “Seal [σφραγίς],” The New International Dictionary of 
New Testament Theology. Vol. 3. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1986.

The Harvester
Published Monthly

Florida School of Preaching
1807 South Florida Avenue

Lakeland, Florida 33803
(863) 683-4043

Editor: Brian R. Kenyon, Director

Training Preachers Since 
1969

Board of Directors
Ted Wheeler, Chairman

Brian Kenyon, Vice-Chairman
Tim Simmons, Secretary
Chad Tagtow, Treasurer

        Philip Lancaster 
           Walter Podein
        Ben Radford, Sr.
 Uleysses Richardson

  Steve Atnip
  Terrance Brownlow-Dindy 
  Bruce Daugherty
  Barry J. Enzor  

George K. French



Join Us for This Important Study!

T. Brownlow-DindyForest Antemesaris Stephen Atnip James Barnes George F. Beals Brooks Boyd Rico BrownJohn Allan

Jimmy Clark

C. J. Grimes

Will Hanstein

Chris Kidwell

Ty Rhymes

S. Brownlow-Dindy

Ben Giselbach

Hannah Gislebach

Hiram Kemp

Ben Radford, Sr.

Thomas WiseDavid Stearsman Daniel Stearsman Chad Tagtow Allen Webster Wade Webster Sam Willcut

The Promise of Redemption
Florida School of Preaching 45th Annual Lectureship
1807 South Florida Ave, Lakeland, FL 33803 ♦ (863) 683-4043 ♦ fsop.net ♦ fsop@fsop.net

Monday
9:00  The Concept of Redemption                                Will Hanstein
9:40  The Curse of Sin                             Terrance Brownlow-Dindy
10:20  BREAK
10:50  Redemptive Events: The Flood                            Sam Willcut 

Forum: Rooted in Redemption
1:30  Implications of Being “Bought with  Price”        Thomas Wise
2:00  “Redeeming the Time”                      Forest Stone Antemesaris
2:30  Protecting Self from Believing in Vain                 Hiram Kemp
3:30  Ladies Class: Eve and Redemption     Shenia Brownlow-Dindy
3:30  Questions and Answers 0n Forum Topic
4:30  DINNER
6:30  Congregational Singing
7:00  Great Redemption Texts: Psalm 22                       David Myers
7:45  Christ: Manifestation of Redemption                 Jeff A. Jenkins

Tuesday
9:00  Why Is Blood Required?                                     Stephen Atnip
9:40  OT Sacrifices and Redemption                             Brooks Boyd
10:20  BREAK
10:50  Redemptive Events: The Exodus                     Jeff A. Jenkins 

Forum: Deity’s Role in Redemption
1:30  The Father’s Role                                                      John Allan
2:00  The Son’s Role                                                  Scott Pfettscher
2:30  The Holy Spirit’s Role                                    David Stearsman
3:00  BREAK
3:30  Questions and Answers on Forum Topic
4:30  DINNER
6:30  Congregational Singing
7:00  Great Redemption Texts: Isaiah 53                        Rico Brown
7:45  The “Redemption of the Body”                             Jimmy Clark

Wednesday
9:00  Types of Redemption in Genesis                    Timothy Kidwell
9:40  Substitutionary Atonement                                   Chad Tagtow
10:20  BREAK
10:50  Redemptive Events: Israel’s Captivity & Return        J. Clark 

Forum: Metaphors of Redemption
1:30  Justification: Acquittal from Sin                    Daniel Stearsman
2:00  Forgiveness: Removal of Sin’s Debt                    James Barnes
2:30  Adoption: Acceptance as Family                         Chris Kidwell
3:30  Ladies Class: Rahab and Redemption            Hannah Giselbach
3:30  Questions and Answers on Forum Topic
4:30  DINNER
6:30  Congregational Singing
7:00  Great Redemption Texts: 2 Cor. 5:17-21    Ben L. Radford, Sr.
7:45  Rejecting Redemption                                             Ty Rhymes

Thursday
9:00  Connecting Redemption & Evangelism              Wade Webster
9:40  Connecting Redemption & Edification               Allen Webster
10:20  BREAK
10:50  Redemptive Events: Christ’s Crucifixion        Melvin L. Otey 

Forum: TULIP’s Twist of Redemption
1:30  “Total Hereditary Depravity”                             Ben Giselbach
2:00  “Limited Atonement”                                             C. J. Grimes
2:30  “Perseverance of the Saints”                                   George F. Beals
3:30  Ladies Class: Mary, Elizabeth, and Redemption    H. Giselbach
3:30  Questions and Answers on Forum Topic
4:30  DINNER
6:30  Congregational Singing
7:00  Great Redemption Texts: Hebrews 9:13-15          Hiram Kemp
7:45  Victorious Redemption                                      Melvin L. Otey

Broadcast live at fsop.net   ♦   Lectureship books available $16Jeff A. Jenkins’

Timothy Kidwell Scott PfettscherDavid Myers Melvin L. OteyPlan To Be Here!

January
20-23, 2020
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Day Time Lakeland Classes Instructor Credit

Monday
     8:30-12:00
     1:00-4:15

Denominational Dogmas (131)
Marriage and the Family (254)

Bauer
Richardson

3
3

Tuesday
     8:30-12:00
     1:00-4:15

Psalms (268)
Life of Christ (117)

Wheeler
Wheeler

3
3

Wednesday
     8:30-12:00
     1:00-4:15

Personal Evangelism (120)
Pentateuch (164)

Patterson
Kemp

3
3

Thursday
     8:30-12:00
     1:00-4:15

Christian Evidences (224)
Isaiah and Jeremiah (113) 

Beals
Brownlow-Dindy

3
3

Friday
     8:30-12:00
     1:00-4:15

Acts (118)
English II - Composition (125)

Atnip
Kenyon

3
3

         Extension Classes

Thursday

Thursday

Thursday1

     6:00-8:30
First and Second Timothy and Titus (238)

(Tenth Street church of Christ, Apopka) Brownlow-Dindy 2.5

     6:00-8:30
Isaiah (281)

(Orange Street church of Christ, Auburndale) Bauer 2.5

     7:00-9:30
Gospel of Matthew (289)

(Wesconnett church of Christ, Jacksonville) Kenyon 2.5R
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 6 Study the Bible with Us to Improve Your 2020 Insight!

Florida School of Preaching
1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803
fsop.net     fsop@fsop.net
863-683-4043 or 800-320-9780
Fax: (863) 683-0750
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First residents of the renovated preacher’s house. 
Quentin, Gavin, and Edward, with Brian upper right.


