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Although every FSOP lectureship since we have
published a hard cover book has contained lessons
on some aspect of the word of God, we have never
devoted a full lectureship to this subject during that
time! We appreciate all the writers who have contributed to this volume. This lectureship, during
“unprecedented times,” is unique in that several
speakers will not be present due to covid concerns.
Scheduled speakers who will be present and FSOP
personnel are set to fill-in, preaching the same subjects in the same time-slots but developing the lessons as they see fit. Some scheduled speakers not
attending will submit video links of their lessons,
which we will present after the live lectureship as sort
of a “bonus” online extension of the lectureship. Our
thinking is that people who take the time and effort
to be here in person would be disappointed watching
a video when they could have done that from home.
As is our custom, the January issue of the Harvester contains a review of our latest lectureship
book. This 623 page volume is dedicated to the Pike
Road church of Christ, near Pantego, North Carolina. Although this congregation is in a remote part
of the country, they have had a huge influence on
promoting the Gospel. They have supported many
preaching students over the years and have especially encouraged our work. The late Ervin and Jackie
Manning were regular visitors to our lectureship and
represented well the caliber of brethren who make
up the Pike Road church of Christ.

As the title of this book would demand, we first
start with basic principles, including the two-fold
subject of inspiration and inerrancy. Doug Burleson,
in his chapter titled the same, wrote:
God’s words were inspired and profitable in the days
of Paul, and they are still just as inspired and profitable in 2021. While the English language changes,
the style of translation may change, and sadly the
demand for Bible teaching may change, God’s word
never changes. The inspiration of God’s word does
not depend on humankind’s ability to accurately
copy it, translate it, interpret it, or proclaim it. God’s
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out-breathed word is inspired regardless of whether
the recipients of that word ever breathe it in! The
same breath of God that created the world (Gen. 1:2;
2:7; Ps. 33:6), preserves the world (Job 34:14-15),
and moved through the prophets of old (Isa. 48:16;
61:1), continues to speak through the inspired word
of God. (13)

Any in-depth study about how the Bible came to
twenty-first century mankind must involve a study
of canonicity (the books that belong to the Bible) and
how the original, “autographed” documents (which
are not known to exist) became the basis of the many
translations throughout the centuries. In his chapter
concerning canonicity, David Stearsman wrote:
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God “has in these last days spoken to us by His Son”
(Heb. 1:2). His Son declared “the Scripture cannot
be broken” (Jn. 10:35). Jesus entrusted His apostles
to complete the Scriptures and “to contend earnestly
for the faith which was once for all delivered to the
saints” (Jude 3). For this to have been realized, the
canon must have been determined before the councils. (103-104)

Stephen Atnip concluded his chapter, “From
Original Text to Translation,” with the following:
Since the time Jeremiah and Paul wrote on their
original scrolls, God has used both miraculous and
providential means to bring about and maintain the
integrity of His word across the centuries to every
generation, in each person’s language. The original
manuscript (the autograph) was inspired in every
word, and the Holy Spirit moved upon holy men of
old to give His word even down to the smallest letter
of the alphabet, and then further down to the smallest piece of that letter. He then vouchsafed it across
the ages to us by extreme providential care through
men who copied the texts across the centuries. Even
when mistakes of human fallibility were introduced
into the copies, they were of the smallest nature and
affected absolutely not one point of doctrinal teaching. God then also gave thousands of these manuscripts to help us blend them to know how the autograph from God originally read, and aided that with
so many other sources of lectionaries, ancient commentaries, ancient translations, etc. One may say
with absolute confidence, “We have the Word of God

From time to time, a non-canonical work will reappear as mystical knowledge that we should consider.
An overview of the process of canonization can help
erase doubt. Canonization came about as a result of
men who believed the word of God to be inspired.
This is demonstrated in their determination to counter false teaching. The circulation of biblical books
was an ongoing process. It was done by the concerned with utmost care. The imposter books show
themselves to be so in that they contradict the inspired text. The fact that non-canonical works were
countered in this way implies that the inspired texts
were accepted, otherwise there would have been no
standard upon which to base an argument. Although
popular church history is skewed toward specific
dates as signposts for universal acceptance, we see
that the Hebrews and early Christians believed these books to be the
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to which we might hold firm unto the salvation of our
souls.” The greatest threat to our faith does not come
from what God has vouchsafed across the centuries,
but it rather comes from our willingness and integrity to translate it accurately into the language of every
person in each succeeding generation. (121)

This lectureship and book also looked at some
practical things as well. Kyle Butt introduced his lesson, “Why Is the Bible Difficult to Understand?,” by
stating:
Christians generally take the question at face value.
We feel like we need to answer it the way it is presented, because we all know that we have run across
passages that are difficult to get our minds around.
The fact is, however, the question is worded in a way
that assumes an idea to be true that is not. It is one
of those questions that if you answer it the way it is
stated, you have painted yourself into a corner. We
are all familiar with such questions. Someone might
ask a man, “Have you stopped beating your wife?”
A “yes” or “no” answer assumes, or at least comes
across as if, he was beating his wife at some point. If
this man has never beaten his wife, then he needs to
clarify the question. He might insist that he cannot
answer the question as it is presented, since he has
never beaten his wife. We can see how tricky such
questions are designed to be. “Why is the Bible so
difficult to understand?” is one of those tricky questions. If we begin to answer it as it is presented, then
we let the inquirer assume that the Bible as a whole
is difficult to understand. That is simply not the case.
The Bible contains countless passages composed of
thousands of words that are extremely easy to understand. … The question would be more accurately
restated, “Why are some parts of the Bible difficult to
understand?” It certainly is true that some of the Bible is difficult to understand [2 Pet. 3:16]. (123-124)

One of the biggest challenges in receiving what
the God-breathed Scriptures actually teach is overcoming cognitive biases. This is especially true in
personal evangelism. After discussing some of these
biases, Chad Tagtow concludes:
We must be aware of cognitive biases and how they
can affect the way we interpret Scripture. In examining ourselves, we should evaluate if we are employing
a mental shortcut that leads to a faulty conclusion.
… Are we viewing Scripture from a skewed perspective? Have we examined the premises and precepts
for the beliefs we have? If we do not examine the
bases for these beliefs, we leave ourselves exposed
to the potential of anchor bias. Do we only seek out
information with which we agree? Do we avoid information or even some Scriptures themselves because

Page 3

they make us uncomfortable or challenges us? Do
we ignore or dismiss information without evaluation
because of the source? These are issues of confirmation bias. Do we accept or reject arguments based
solely upon the believability of the conclusion, and
not evaluate the logical argument as presented? Do
we rush through evaluating an argument and skip
to the conclusion? If so, we are experiencing belief
bias. When studying and interpreting a text, do we
only consult those who belong to our group? Do we
avoid consulting material because it did not come
from our group? These are issues of in-group bias.
Do we consult resources that we consider authorities
and not adequately examine their arguments? Do we
believe something because our family, preacher, or
well respected brother holds it? These are downfalls
of authority bias. (403)

There are a few chapters in the book that directly
apply to preachers and evangelism. A sample of this
is Brandon Baggett’s chapter, “Preach the Preaching
(Jonah).” He described why Jonah refused to fulfill
God’s mission, which prompts our self-examination.
What is different and unique about God’s call to the
prophet Jonah is that Jonah was specifically told to
“go” (Jonah 1:2) to Nineveh and preach against her
sins. He was told to go set foot on some of the most
feared soil in the ancient world ... the enemy’s home
front ... the very people viewed by his nation as the
foe! I wonder if the story of Jonah would have been
different had God simply given him the charge to cry
against Nineveh. Perhaps Jonah would have found
pleasure in “getting Nineveh told” and publicly denouncing their sins and moral failures, but actually
going there and giving them a chance to repent was
far from what Jonah wanted!
The book continues with Jonah telling God “No” (Jonah 1:4-17). Jonah’s prejudice was so strong that he
would rather depart than go to the people of Nineveh.
Twice in Jonah 1:3, the Bible says Jonah attempted
to “flee” (ESV) from the presence of the Lord. He
was trying to flee to Tarshish, a place in the opposite
direction, a merchant city in southern Spain, about
2,500 miles west of Joppa. I do not believe Jonah
actually thought he could run and hide from God. I
do believe, however, that Jonah thought if He got far
enough from the place of God in Jerusalem, the temple of God, and the things of God, then God would be
left with no other choice but to choose someone else.
Jonah was actually running from God’s mission, and
he was basically saying, “If this is God’s plan, then
He is going to have to choose someone else but me!”

There is no more important source of knowledge
than God-breathed Scripture! Having confidence in

Florida School of Preaching

Nonprofit Org.
US Postage
PAID
Lakeland, FL
PERMIT #235

1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803

fsop.net fsop@fsop.net
863-683-4043 or 800-320-9780

Electronic Service Requested

Please Do Not Re-send
without affixing
correct postage!

The Harvester

January 2021

the Bible, learning what it teaches, and applying its
truths is the only way mankind can be saved from sin
and stay saved. Internalizing the Bible and externalizing its precepts in daily life is the only way to remain
in a pleasing relationship with God! This book will
help achieve these goals by showing why we can have
confidence in the Bible and how its precepts apply!
Secure your hardbound or electronic copy of this
book today. This will likely be the last time we can offer the hardbound book for $16, a price we have kept
since the 2000 volume! Times have changed since
then. Not only have we decreased the number we
make (from a thousand to five
hundred since the 2013 volume), but production and labor costs have also increased.
The success of our electronic
books has made the difference.
For those who still like a hard
copy, we still plan for the near
future to produce a lectureship
book. Thanks for your support
in purchasing our materials to
help defray the costs!
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The classroom “upgrade” crew: Zach, Brian
(moral support), Matt, and Mark. We are
now equipped with legit online capabilities!

Maintaining Upgrades
With March 2020’s onset of covid-19, we, as others, were forced to offer online learning options.
Over the summer we had installed professional
grade equipment. In the Fall 2020 semester, we
promoted a few online classes. This semester
we have expanded the online offering to any
of our classes, day or night. This upgrade, in
addition to our generously donated student
housing, challenges us to raise funds for maintenance. Can you help? We would be grateful!

