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Dead People Don’t Fear

Brian R. Kenyon

Vincent Okamoto was a Japanese American who
was born in an interim camp during World War II.
He served the US Army in Vietnam. According to an
interview he gave for a PBS special on Vietnam, Oka-
moto was in a battle where his unit was out-num-
bered six to one. Their only advantage was two ar-
mored personnel carriers with mounted .50 caliber
machine guns. Their mission was to keep a North
Vietnamese unit from taking refuge in Cambodia,
where they could reload to inflict further damage.
Well into the fire-fight, his unit suffered many casu-
alties. Okamoto recalled, “I just knew for sure I was
going to die.” He said to himself, “Okamoto, you're
not going to make it out of here. Mom’s going to take
it hard, but you’re not going to make it out of here.”
Then, he excitedly told the interviewer, “That’s liber-
ating! When you know you’re going to die ... the fear
leaves. At least in my case, I was no longer afraid.”

Congratulations, Stephen Atnip!

He was awarded a PhD in
Bible New Testament from
Amridge University, August
2021. Stephen has been an in-
structor with FSOP for twenty
years and is a regular speaker
on our lectureship. He has
also served on the board of
directors since 2003. I have known Stephen since
1989, and since then have always appreciated his

love for the truth and ability to teach it! —Brian

Okamoto got off the ground, climbed into one
of the disabled armored vehicles to find that all its
occupants were dead. He cleared away the bodies,
and fired the gun at the enemy until it ran out of am-
munition. Then, he jumped out of that vehicle, ran
through the crossfire, climbed into the other vehicle
and did the same until it ran out of ammunition.
Then, the enemy threw two grenades at him, which
he was able to throw back before they exploded, until
finally a third grenade was thrown slightly out of his
reach. He was riddled with shrapnel in his legs and
back, but he survived the explosion.

When I heard Okamoto’s statement, “When you
know you’re going to die ... the fear leaves. ... ITwas no
longer afraid,” I immediately thought of the Chris-
tian experience. As it concerns spiritual courage, I
would change his statement to “When you know you
are already dead, the fear leaves, and I should no
longer be afraid.”

Christians are, in a sense, dead people. Paul stat-
ed such when he declared:

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself for me. (Gal. 2:20 cf. 1
Cor. 4:9)
Because they are already dead, Christians should be
among the most courageous people alive! From pris-
on, Paul wrote a motivating call to courage in Phi-
lippians 1:27-30, in which he gives three particular
areas where Christians need to be fearless.
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Be Courageous
In Living the Gospel

Paul wrote:

Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of
Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am ab-
sent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast
in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the
faith of the gospel. (Phil. 1:27)

Whether Paul remained physically with the
Philippians, they must be faithful! “Let your con-
duct [manner of life, ESV]” (from politeuomai,
moAttevouan) literally means to “behave as a citizen,”
which would have special significance to the Philip-
pians because of their status as a Roman colony. The
citizenship Paul had in mind was of heaven, not of
Rome (Phil. 3:20).

Being courageous in living the Gospel requires
Christians to be united in spirit. “One spirit” and
“one mind” refers to complete oneness (cf. Phil. 2:2;
Rom. 12:16; 15:6; 2 Cor. 13:11; 1 Pet. 3:8). Although
some may take “spirit” to be the Holy Spirit (cf. 1
Cor. 12:13; Eph. 4:4), the context in Philippians 1:27
indicates that Paul was speaking of the human spirit,
or attitude. This is further confirmed by its parallel
in context, “mind.” The “mind” here (from psyche,
yoyn) refers to the self, inner life, one’s inmost being
(cf. Phil. 2:3; 1 Thes. 5:23). Paul wanted Christians

Being courageous in living the Gospel also re-
quires Christians to be united in battle. The term
“striving together [striving side by side, ESV]” (from
sunathleo, cuvaBAeéw) means to fight together with,
or to work together with. This word occurs again only
in Philippians 4:3, where it is translated “labored
with.” However, the word without the “with” prefix
occurs in Second Timothy 2:5, where it is translat-
ed “competes [strive, KJV],” and “carries the asso-
ciation of a contest in war and in the arena where
the gladiatorial struggle was one of life and death”
(Martin 88). That for which Christians are to fight
together is “the faith,” which refers to the objective
system of belief contained in the Gospel (Gal. 1:23; 1
Tim. 4:1; 5:8; Jude 3).

Christians are the Lord’s spiritual army! Since
we are already “crucified with Christ” and thus re-
leased from the fear of death (Heb. 2:14-15), let us be
courageous in living the Gospel!

Be Courageous
In Facing Adversaries

Paul continued exhorting that they be “not in any
way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a
proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that
from God” (Phil. 1:28 cf. 2 Cor. 1:9-11). “Adversaries
[opponents, NAS]” refers to those who stand against,
or are opposed. The word is used again for opponents

to be of one mind (Phil. 1:7; 2:2, 5;

3:15; 4:2; 1 Cor. 1:10).

The Harvester

Published Monthly
Florida School of Preaching
1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, Florida 33803
(863) 683-4043

Editor: Brian R. Kenyon, Director

Board of Directors
Ted Wheeler, Chairman
Brian Kenyon, Vice-Chairman

Tim Simmons, Secretary

Chad Tagtow, Treasurer
Steve Atnip Philip Lancaster
Terrance Brownlow-Dindy Walter Podein
Bruce Daugherty Ben Radford, Sr.
Barry J. Enzor Uleysses Richardson

George K. French

Training Preachers Since
1969

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In July 2021
Florida Churches of Christ: Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow (Fifth Avenue); Callahan (First
Coast); Clearwater (Central); Daytona Beach (Beville Road); Deltona; Dunnellon; Haines City
(Central); Jacksonville (Normandy, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland (North Lakeland, South
Florida Avenue); New Port Richey (River Road); Plant City (Laura Street); Poinciana; Port Char-
lotte; Stuart.
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh); Georgia (Forest Park);
Michigan (Grand Blanc, Wayne Road); Texas (Highland).
Individuals: M/M Rodrigue Aleandre, M/M Forest Antemesaris, James Barnhill, bettye bolding,
M/M Rico Brown, Annie Chambers, M/M William A. Clayton, M/M Reginald Colton, M/M Hol-
lis Cress, M/M Bruce Daugherty, David M. Deal, Christopher Dean, M/M. Guy Dickinson, M/M
David Dix, M/M Robert Doak, M/M Wayne Doran, James R. Earnhardt, M/M Jim Edmonson, John
Ellwood, H. Joyce Foster, M/M George K. French, M/M C.J. Grimes, Edward C. Guerrero, M/M
Kenneth Harrison, Bryant Johnson, Sheryl Johnson, Deborah Jones, Felicia Justice, Wadi Khoury,
M/M Darnell Kirkland, Carla Lee, M/M Henderson Mack, M/M Louie Mattocks Ill, Maudeann
McKendree, Carol Moore, Nancy Norton, M/M Chuck Oppermann, James Patterson, Tammi D.
Paye, M/M Jack Pinckert Jr., M/M Vic Pratt, M/M Uleysses Richardson, Harry P. Roberts, Roger
Rosie, Claudia Simpson, Johnye C. Sims, M/M Earl Smith, M/M David Stearsman, Carrie Stickel,
Logan Summers, M/M Jimmy Sweeney, M/M Chad Tagtow, Ada Walling, Jessie Watson, M/M
Marc Wilkerson, M/M Art Wilkins, M/M Michael Williams.
Memorials: Rembert Allen (Gloria Allen, Helen A Yancer); Gene and Irma Dampier (Nancy
Blewett); June Hubbard (Ada Walling); Harold Ogilbee (Southside church of Christ, Zephyrhills);
George Peterson (Dorothy Peterson); Eleanor Russo (David M. Deal, M/M Robert Pratt).
Special Contributions: Atlantic Christian Fund.

*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions
received after that time are reported on the next month’s financial statement.
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of Paul’s preaching (1 Cor. 16:9); to the “man of sin”
(2 Thes. 2:4); and even to Satan (1 Tim. 5:14). In this
context, it probably refers either to government of-
ficials influencing Philippi or to some religious an-
tagonists such as the Judaizers (cf. Phil. 3:2, 18).

Enemies of Christ think that suffering Christians
was a sign that Christianity was weak and ready to
fall, but reality showed their persecution of God’s
people was actually the sign that His enemies were
doomed for destruction (cf. 1 Cor. 1:18-31). “Evident
proof [token, KJV; sign, NAS; clear sign, ESV]” refers
to evidence, or an indication (Rom. 3:25-26; 2 Cor.
8:24). “Perdition [destruction, NAS]” refers to utter
ruin (Phil. 3:19; Mt. 7:13; 1 Tim. 6:9; Heb. 10:39; 2
Pet. 2:1, 3; 3:7; Rev. 17:8, 11), or to one bound to be
lost or one destined for hell (Jn. 17:12; 2 Thes. 2:3).

Informed Christians know that suffering for
Christ by His adversaries is a gracious privilege
granted them by God (cf. Acts 5:41). This kind of
suffering is not a sign of Christians’ ruin, but rather
a sign of their salvation from God (cf. Mt. 5:10-12;
Rom. 8:17-18; 2 Tim. 3:12; 1 Pet. 4:12-16). We must
not cower in the face of opposition but stand coura-
geous with “the whole armor of God ... praying al-
ways ... being watchful” (Eph. 6:11-18)!

Be Courageous
In Suffering Persecution

Paul concluded, “For to you it has been granted
on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but
also to suffer for His sake, having the same conflict
which you saw in me and now hear is in me” (Phil.
1:29-30). The suffering the Philippians were endur-
ing was the same kind of suffering Paul endured and
was presently enduring when he wrote (Phil. 1:30 cf.
2 Cor. 1:8-10). The word “conflict” refers to a struggle,
fight; opposition (Col. 2:1; 1 Thes. 2:2; 1 Tim. 6:12; 2
Tim. 4:7; Heb. 21:1). Paul said elsewhere, “For Your
sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter. Yet in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him who loved us”
(Rom. 8:36-37).

The persecution Paul endured for teaching the
Gospel not only imitated Christ (1 Pet. 2:21), but it
also helped the church, as he declared:

We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed;
we are perplexed, but not in despair; °persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed — *°al-
ways carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested

in our body. “For we who live are always delivered to
death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may
be manifested in our mortal flesh. So then death is
working in us, but life in you. (2 Cor. 8-12)

These verses reveal, as one commentator suc-
cinctly stated, “There is clearly in Paul’s mind a
great ‘fellowship of suffering’ (Phil. 3:10 KJV) which
reaches vertically to share in Christ’s agony ... and
horizontally to include all believers” (Harrell 82).
Paul viewed his suffering as falling short of the suf-
fering Christ endured. Thus, he could say, “I now re-
joice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh
what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the
sake of His body, which is the church” (Col. 1:24).
The only way Christians can receive glory in eternity
is to be willing to suffer with Christ in this life (cf.
Rom. 8:16-17).

Since Christians are dead people, there is no rea-
son to “fear those who kill the body but cannot kill
the soul” (Mt. 10:28). We must be courageous to face
persecution. When Paul spoke about his suffering
in Asia Minor, he acknowledged that it was so “we
should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises
the dead, who delivered ... does deliver ... in whom
we trust ... will still deliver” (2 Cor. 1:8-10)!

Conclusion

The soldier’s words can (and should) ring true
for every spiritual soldier as well: “When I know I
am already dead, the fear leaves, and I should no
longer be afraid.” Christians have been “crucified
with Christ” (Gal. 2:20), and thus are already dead.
It takes maturity and growth to become sufficiently
detached from the world so as not to fear its oppo-
sition. Every Christian must progress toward that
goal. Although fears may still arise among the spiri-
tually mature (cf. 1 Cor. 2:3), we cannot allow those
fears to keep us from faithfulness (cf. Mt. 8:26; Rev.
21:8). We must live the Gospel fearlessly, willing to
speak boldly (Phil. 1:14) and face whatever adversar-
ies oppose us (Heb. 13:6; Rev. 2:10), for “you did not
receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out,
‘Abba, Father” (Rom. 8:15).
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Keep Pressing Forward

There is no doubt the covid-19 pandemic has slowed
down the work of the Lord in some regions of the Hiraom Kemp! Last Will and
world! However, especially during times like these, Testament is a concise yet compre-
people need to hear the good news and be taught about | | ANI;L‘;; WiLe hensive introduction to each book
the peace that results from obedience to it. There is no | el i the New Testament. It will help
doubt covid-19 is serious and people are dying from its each reader better understand God’s
complications. Regardless of people’s view of masking word. Order from thelightnetwork.tv/
or the safety of the vaccine, only the Gospel can give lastwill. Thanks, Forest and Hiram!

people the fearlessness to face even the devil himself
(Heb. 2:14-15) and the “peace of God, which surpasses all understanding” (Phil. 4:7). We are continuing to
do what we can to get the life changing message to a spiritually lost and dying world! Currently, we have a to-
tal of fifty registered students, forty-four of whom are part-time. Of these, twenty-three are taking classes for
credit. We thank our supporters for making this possible. Your financial support of our full-time students
helps them better concentrate on their studies, knowing their living expenses are covered. The value of the
school in reaching the lost proves itself with each student who enrolls. Thanks for your financial support!

' The Power of His Resurrection |
Our 47th Annual Lectureship
_ Save the Date! January 17-20, 2022, Make Plans Now! |

New book by FSOP gradu-
ates, Forest Antemesaris and




