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Recently, while inquiring about arguments peo-
ple make to support the notion that what the Bible 
means by “heaven” (following the second coming of 
Christ on Judgment Day, Heb. 9:27-28) is actually 
a renovated earth, an appeal was made to the be-
ginning of Jesus’ model prayer, “Our Father which 
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven” 
(Mt. 6:9-10). The statement was made that since 
this “kingdom” has not come yet, but the church is 
here, the heavenly kingdom for which Jesus taught 
His disciples to pray must be a reference to God’s 
eternal kingdom (i.e., heaven) located on earth. Af-
ter all, this person added, Jesus did say, “Blessed are 
the meek, For they shall inherit the earth” (Mt. 5:5). 
This indicates a need for further study on Jesus’ peti-
tion, “Thy kingdom come.”

Furthermore, as a new convert, I was told that 
among the three successive petitions Jesus gave, 
“Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” the middle one, 
“Thy kingdom come,” was no longer valid because 
the church was established in Acts 2. On the surface 
that sounded reasonable. However, this is Jesus’ 
model prayer, and it seemed odd that He would give 
a model prayer, presumably for the entire Christian 
age, with a petition that can no longer be prayed. 
Yes, there are some desires and petitions made in the 
New Testament that are no longer relevant (such as 
Paul’s desire for the Corinthians to have miraculous 

spiritual gifts, 1 Cor. 12:31; 14:1, 39), but the immedi-
ate context makes that clear. Why would Jesus give a 
model prayer, part of which is invalid today? Or did 
Jesus in fact give a model prayer part of which is no 
longer valid? This indicates a need for further study 
on Jesus’ petition, “Thy kingdom come.”

“Kingdom” Is Often Misunderstood“Kingdom” Is Often Misunderstood
God’s “kingdom” is an often misunderstood con-

cept. “Church of Christ” (Rom. 16:16) or any other 
biblical description of the church always means king-
dom of God/heaven, but “kingdom of God/heaven” 
does not always mean “church of Christ” (cf. Mt. 
5:18-20). The context must always determine what is 
meant. Furthermore, it must be noted that “kingdom 
of God” and “kingdom of heaven” are interchange-
able terms (cf. Mt. 19:23-24). Truly understanding 
the nature of God’s kingdom will both strengthen 
the Christian and help evangelize the lost. Consider, 
for example, the Book of Acts. It begins with Jesus’ 
“speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God” (Acts 1:3), and ends with Paul’s “preaching the 
kingdom of God” (Acts 28:31), with significant refer-
ences to “kingdom” teaching and preaching between 
those bookends (Acts 8:12; 19:8; 20:25; 28:23).

Understanding “Kingdom”Understanding “Kingdom”
The New Testament term “kingdom” (from 

basileia, βασιλεία) primarily means kingship, royal 
power, royal rule (BDAG 134). A good illustration of
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this is found in the situation surrounding the Baby-
lonian king. Because of his arrogance, God decreed, 
“King Nebuchadnezzar … the kingdom has departed 
from you!” (Dan. 4:31). This kingdom’s departing 
did not mean the spectacular buildings of Nineveh 
were immediately destroyed. Rather, Nebuchadnez-
zar’s kingship, royal power and rule would be taken 
away as he was driven out to “be with the beasts of 
the field … eat grass like oxen … until you know that 
the Most High rules in the kingdom of men” (Dan. 
4:32-33). Likewise, when Nebuchadnezzar finally 
lifted his eyes to heaven, he stated, “At the same time 
my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my 
kingdom, my honor and splendor returned to me” 
(Dan. 4:36). This had nothing to do with destroyed 
buildings being rebuilt. Rather, it was his kingship, 
royal power and rule that was restored. 

“Kingdom” first means “reign,” not “realm” (cf. 
Rev 11:15). When the parables are considered in this 
light (i.e., “The reign of God is like unto …”), they 
are better appreciated both immediately when Jesus 
spoke to His audience before the church was estab-
lished and to all audiences since Acts 2. Consider also 
Jesus’ imperative, “But seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness” (Mt. 6:33). To limit “king-
dom” to the church here makes half the imperative 
invalid to Christians since they have already been 
added to the church (Acts 2:47). However, “seek first 
the reign, or rule, of God and His righteousness” is 
forever relevant until every aspect of our lives is ful-
ly submissive to every aspect of His rule expressed 

through the Gospel (cf. Rom. 1:16-17). Finally, con-
sider some difficult “kingdom” passages which make 
no sense and are contradictory, if “kingdom” always 
means “church.” For example, would Jesus have 
meant, “Whoever therefore breaks one of the least 
of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall 
be called least in the [church of Christ]; but whoever 
does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 
[church of Christ]” (Mt. 5:19)? This would be teach-
ing that people could intentionally break God’s com-
mands and still be considered faithful in the church 
of Christ. This, of course, is ridiculous! Other diffi-
cult “kingdom” passages are quickly resolved when 
the primary definition of God’s reign, or rule, is ap-
plied instead of insisting “church of Christ” is al-
ways meant by “kingdom” (cf. Mt. 8:11-12; 11:12; Lk. 
17:20-21). Since the rule of God does not operate in 
a void, kingdom has a secondary meaning, implying 
people living under that rule; hence, the derivative 
meaning of “realm” (Ferguson, NT Church 88).

God Has Always Had A “Kingdom”God Has Always Had A “Kingdom”
Since kingdom primarily means “royal rule,” it 

is evident that God has always had a kingdom, al-
though there have been different manifestations of 
it (Ex. 15:18). God’s kingdom was a present reality 
in the faith of the Old Testament (Ps. 103:19; 145:11-
13). Insight into this meaning is also gained from 
Samuel’s explaining why God complied with their de-
mand of setting a king before them (cf. 1 Sam. 8:1-9). 
Samuel said, “And when you saw that Nahash, king
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of the Ammonites came against you, you said to 
me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us,’ when the 
Lord your God was your king” (1 Sam. 12:12). This 
acknowledges that a kingdom operates under the 
reign, or rule, of a king. God set Himself as Israel’s 
King, but they rejected Him by not submitting them-
selves to His reign! 

The children (nation) of Israel were also referred 
to as the Lord’s kingdom. Abijah, the successor of 
King Rehoboam, said, “you think to withstand the 
kingdom of the Lord, which is in the hand of the 
sons of David” (2 Chr. 13:8). This manifestation of 
God’s kingdom is key to understanding some of the 
difficult kingdom passages such as Matthew 5:19. Je-
sus’ earthly ministry served a transition between the 
old covenant and the new, or as applied to this study, 
between the old kingdom of God and the new. Je-
sus lived and died under the old covenant, but at His 
death, the new covenant became effective (Heb. 9:16-
17) and publicly declared fifty days later (Acts 2:14-
41). Jesus’ words with these “kingdom” manifesta-
tions at this transitory time make complete sense in 
harmony with the total teaching of the Bible in this 
sense: “Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of 
these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven [i.e., nation of 
Israel cf. 2 Chr. 13:8]; but whoever does and teach-
es them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven [i.e., the coming church of Christ]” (Mt. 5:19). 

In the Old Testament, there was also the expec-
tation of a future manifestation of God’s royal reign, 
or rule. This future expectation of God’s sovereignty 
looked for a time when He would exercise kingship in 
a fuller, more comprehensive way (Isa. 24:23; 33:22; 
Zeph. 3:15; Zec 14:16-17). Symbolically, this was re-
vealed by the prophets (Joel 2:28, “afterward” [Acts 
2:16]; Amos 9:11, “that day” [cf. Acts 15:16]; Isa. 2:2, 
“the last days;” Dan. 2:44, “days of these kings”). 
Such prophecies made clear this final manifestation 
of God’s kingdom would be established in the “last 
days” when the Messiah would reign (Heb. 1:1-2).

The Final Manifestation of God’s The Final Manifestation of God’s 
Kingdom This Side of Eternity Kingdom This Side of Eternity 

The church of Christ is the final manifestation of 
God’s kingdom this side of eternity. Both John the 
baptizer and Jesus prepared their hearers for this 
fact by preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heav-
en is at hand!” (Mt. 3:2; Mk. 1:14-15). When Jesus 
said that “there are some standing here who will not 

taste death till they see the kingdom of God present 
with power” (Mk. 9:1 cf. Mt. 16:28), He was acknowl-
edging: (1) the kingdom’s establishment would oc-
cur during the life-time of some of those who heard 
Him; (2) its establishment would be known; and (3) 
its establishment would be accompanied with divine 
power. The fulfillment of this was and is unmistak-
ably on the first Day of Pentecost following Jesus’ 
resurrection (Acts 1:5; 2:1-47). From Acts 2 to the 
end of the New Testament, the church, God’s king-
dom, is spoken of as a historic fact (cf. Col. 1:13; 1 
Thes. 2:12; Heb. 12:28; Rev. 1:9). 

The reason for the qualification, “this side of 
eternity,” is because “kingdom” is also used to refer 
to heaven, the eternal spiritual abode of all faithful 
souls of all ages, commencing on Judgment Day (cf. 
Mt. 7:21-23; 25:34; 1 Cor. 15:50-57; 2 Tim. 4:1, 18; 2 
Pet. 1:11). Although there are different senses of the 
kingdom of God/heaven, one meaning they all have 
in common is the reign, or rule, of God! Whether 
God’s rule over everything or His rule over His called 
out nation of old or His rule over the church or His 
eternal rule over those whom Jesus brought to heav-
en after Judgment Day, “kingdom” is the appropriate 
description. Again, “church of Christ” always means 
kingdom of God/heaven, but kingdom of God/heav-
en does not always mean church of Christ. Context 
must determine!

The Petition Is ValidThe Petition Is Valid
The beginning of Jesus’ model prayer contains 

three imperative petitions on behalf of God (Mt. 
6:9b-10). “Hallowed be” is a request that God and 
everything associated with His nature (i.e., “thy 
name”) be sanctified throughout the world. “Thy 
kingdom come” is a request that God’s rule be estab-
lished throughout the world. “Thy will be done” is 
a request for the complete accomplishment of what 
God wills both in human obedience to it and in the 
ultimate working out of it in the world. “In earth, as 
it is in heaven [as in heaven, so on earth, ASV]” (Mt. 
6:10c) can apply to all three imperatives (cf. ESV). 

The petition “Thy kingdom come” has validity in 
the church age. This question must be answered to 
know this point: What in the immediate or remote 
context limits “kingdom come” only to the establish-
ment of the church in Acts 2? Matthew’s early use 
of “kingdom” elsewhere cannot be limited to the 
church (Mt. 5:3, 10, 19, 20; 6:33; 7:21; 8:11-12). Yes, 
the church, or kingdom of God, has been established 
(cf. Acts 2:1-47). However, there are many people



The Harvester October 2021 Page 4

Nonprofit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Lakeland, FL

PERMIT #235

without affixing
correct postage!

Please Do Not Re-send 

Florida School of Preaching
1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803
fsop.net     fsop@fsop.net
863-683-4043 or 800-320-9780

Electronic Service Requested

Our 47th Annual LectureshipOur 47th Annual Lectureship
The Power of His ResurrectionThe Power of His Resurrection

Save the Date!Save the Date!  January 17-20, 2022January 17-20, 2022,,  Make Plans Now!Make Plans Now!

who have not yet submitted to God’s rule. To these 
the kingdom has not come (cf. Lk. 17:20-21). Further, 
this petition is inseparably tied to the other two in 
Jesus’ model prayer. All three stand or fall together! 
The Scripture is twisted when we pull one petition 
out from the rest. God’s name, in a sense, is already 
sanctified, but not in earth as it is in heaven (cf. 1 Pet. 
3:15). Thus, that petition is still valid. God’s will, is in 
a sense, is already being done, but not in earth as it is 
in heaven. Thus, that petition is still valid.  

These three petitions are to be viewed as three 
parallel thoughts. In other words, God’s name can-
not be sanctified by every soul without His kingdom 
coming into every heart and without His will be-
ing done by every soul. God’s kingdom cannot truly 
come to every soul without His name being sancti-
fied by every soul and without His will being done by 

every soul. God’s will cannot truly be done by every 
soul without His name being sanctified by every soul 
and without His kingdom coming to every soul.

ConclusionConclusion
Although the popular view that “Thy kingdom 

come” is no longer a valid petition may have been a 
convenient “[pseudo-] refutation” of premillennial-
ism, it does not harmonize with the total teaching of 
the Bible. When a false premise is accepted on one 
point of the kingdom, it leads to false conclusions on 
other points of the kingdom (such as renovated earth 
ideas). Let us make sure we “Test all things; hold fast 
what is good” (1 Thes. 5:21-22), so we do not accept 
false premises in the first place! May we always “Be 
diligent to present yourself approved to God … right-
ly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). 


