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A few years ago, a brother in Christ from the 
Florida panhandle visited our lectureship. He pulled 
me aside and revealed to me that he had been told 
his entire Christian life that the Florida School of 
Preaching was “liberal,” but that in recent years, as 
he read our lectureship books and Harvesters and 
became familiar with our graduates, he came to the 
conclusion that we were not as he had been told. I 
know why he was told that (see below), which is part 
of the reason for this article. This incident illustrates 
a vital principle upon which the Florida School of 
Preaching operates: “Test all things; hold fast what 
is good” (1 Thes. 5:21).

Since 1996, the year I started working with the 
Florida School of Preaching, I have heard breth-
ren and have seen their letters saying things about 
us that simply were not (nor ever have been) true. 
It might be the case that others in the brotherhood 
have heard some of these but, unlike the brother 
mentioned above, have not “tested” whether these 
things were true. This article gives some of the major 
influences of misinformed views in certain regions 
of Florida and the background behind those views. 
This, of course, is not to say all brethren in those re-
gions hold a warped view of the school. Hopefully, 
this article will help each reader to appreciate God’s 
word, the “un-politicized” nature of the unity God 
demands based upon His word, and the work that 
the Florida School of Preaching has set out since 
1969 to accomplish according to His word. 

“FSOP Is an Unscriptural Institution”
From the inception of the school in 1969, major 

influences from the Tampa area have identified the 
school as being “liberal” due to what we teach and 
practice on issues of church cooperation in benevo-
lence and evangelism and other matters of biblical 
expediency (cf. 1 Cor. 6:12; 10:23). In fact, one of the 
reasons why the Florida School of Preaching started 
was to provide an alternative to Florida Christian
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Introducing Brian Howard, Our New
Development Director!

We are happy to announce that, 
beginning April 1, Brian will be 
helping the school raise funds 
and recruit students. He is a 2008 
graduate of FSOP and has also 
earned degrees from Ball State 
University (BA), Bear Valley 
Bible Institute (masters of Biblical studies), and Theo-
logical University of America (doctor of missions). 
He has been involved in mission work since graduat-
ing FSOP, including short term trips to ten countries, 
residing in Canada, and Soaring for Souls, a work in 
which Brian uses his pilot’s licence to glorify God. Be 
on the look out with a welcoming hand for Brian as he 
contacts supporters, potential supporters, and future 
students. Welcome, “Brian H.,” to the FSOP staff! 
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College (known now as Florida College), which had 
fully embraced “non-institutionalism,” a man-made 
doctrine that denies biblical expediency and has di-
vided the church from at least the late 1950s/early 
1960s. FSOP has written much on this doctrine and 
its inconsistencies over the years, even dedicating 
our 2010 lectureship to a study of expediency and 
its related topics. Good news on this front: as the ir-
rationally dogmatic “keepers of the doctrine” are be-
coming less influential, the younger preachers from 
this historical persuasion are not nearly as dogmatic. 
One even recently stated that “each congregation has 
the power to decide wether they care for widows and 
orphans individually or out of the church treasury. 
We have chosen not to do it out of the church trea-
sury.” That is exactly right! Each local church has the 
authority either way. The way one congregation does 
it cannot be bound on another congregation. Why 
divide the church over a matter of expediency?

“FSOP Is Far Right Legalistic”
In the late 1970s/early 1980s, the Crossroads 

church of Christ in Gainesville, Florida, popularized 
what later became known as the Boston/Crossroads 
Movement, which has now evolved 
into a denomination called the In-
ternational Churches of Christ 
(ICOC). The Boston/Crossroads 
Movement focused on “discipling” 
and mandated things that could be 
used expediently but which even-

tually resulted in “binding what God has loosed” 
(Mt. 16:19) and exercising cult-like control over their 
“disciples.” In the early to mid-1980s, the South 
Florida Avenue elders and FSOP personnel met with 
brethren, especially in the Orlando area, to warn 
against the Boston/Crossroads Movement. Brethren 
who were at the very least sympathizers with the un-
scriptural “discipling” tactics thought FSOP was far 
right wing, ultra-conservative, charging, “They have 
no business telling us what to do! They’re against 
evangelism and church growth!”

While it is true that each congregation of the 
Lord’s church is autonomous (cf. Phil. 1:1), warning 
brethren about movements threatening the biblical 
stability of local churches is not the same as “telling 
them what to do.” Faithful Christians are obligated 
to warn others about false doctrine (cf. Rom. 16:17-
18), even though there are various ways to go about 
it. Seeing that into which the Boston/Crossroads 
Movement eventually evolved certainly vindicated 
FSOP’s efforts to warn others against it. Although 
the movement did some damage in Florida, it cer-
tainly was not as bad as it would have been without 
FSOP’s speaking against it. Unfortunately, many
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hard feelings against the school resulted from those 
efforts. Progress has been made in restoring some of 
those friendly relationships, yet there is more work 
to be done.

“FSOP Is Guilty by Association”
In 2005, a very morally tragic thing happened 

with a well known brother in Christ. Reactions to it, 
primarily from the State of Texas, resulted in a big 
stir among a segment of the brotherhood that quick-
ly resulted in a division among brethren. The group 
that thought everyone who did not agree with their 
assessment of false teachers based on whether they 
jumped on their divisive bandwagon eventually even 
fractured among themselves (cf. Gal. 5:15). How-
ever, the damage was already done. In fact, around 
2017, a former preacher donated his library to FSOP. 
When I met him on the east coast, I realized he was 
very young to “retire” from preaching. He told me he 
graduated preaching school in 1997, but was so “dis-
couraged by the brotherhood” from the aftermath of 
those 2005 events that he quit preaching. He had be-
come unfaithful with no interest (when I spoke with 
him) in a local church of Christ. That man was a real-
life, tangible casualty of those divisive brethren.

FSOP was also “marked” by brethren in the Flor-
ida panhandle and others of their clique. Our main 
crime against their laws was that two of our 2006 
lectureship speakers were among the 60-something 
signers of a letter stating the undersigned thought 
the good work affected by the morally tragic behavior 
was still worthy of support with their new director. 
No FSOP personnel signed the letter, but since we 
did not “fire” those two speakers from our lecture-
ship, we were guilty by association! This was noth-
ing more than “new anti-ism” (see January 2008 
Harvester), where brethren took their own views on 
matters of judgment and bound them as if they were 
God’s law (cf. Mt. 16:19; Gal. 1:8-9; Rev. 22:18-19). 

(FSOP Does Not Exist)
A major influence on the southeast coast of Flor-

ida has totally ignored the Florida School of Preach-
ing due to a disagreement on divorce and remar-
riage. “Old timers” from the area have known for 
years that a very influential preacher from there be-
lieves and used to teach that both parties in any di-
vorce are just as free to remarry as a person who has 
never been married. I say “used to teach” because his 
elders, knowing what he believes, do not allow him 
to teach that doctrine publically or privately. I was 

once confronted (“bullied” in today’s vernacular) by 
one of this church’s elders, “Don’t mess with [our 
preacher]. He can preach circles around you.” After 
recovering from the initial shock that an elder would 
actually act this way, I responded, “I would be glad 
to debate him on divorce and remarriage.” The elder 
looked as if he was ready to unleash his preacher on 
me, but then backed off, sheepishly saying, “Well, 
he’s not allowed to teach on that subject.” A letter 
was circulated from the 1990s showing the elders at 
that time repented of holding the very same doctrine 
… yet they did not demand their preacher to repent 
of it? As B. C. Carr, the school’s founding director, 
said (in the 1980s) after interviewing this preacher 
who expressed interest in teaching at FSOP, “What’s 
worse: a preacher who preaches false doctrine or a 
preacher who won’t preach his convictions?” This 
congregation is very supportive of preacher training, 
as long as the men go to other schools beside FSOP.

Should FSOP, like many brethren, have given 
this situation a “pass” just to get along and be in the 
good graces of this influential congregation? Jesus 
said, “whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality [fornication, KJV], and marries another, 
commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is 
divorced commits adultery” (Mt. 19:9). This teaches 
only the innocent of fornication spouse in a biblical 
divorce is free to remarry. If the verse in its context 
meant both parties were as free to remarry as those 
who never married, Jesus’ disciples would not have 
reacted as they did (Mt. 19:10-12)! Appeals to influ-
ential preachers of the past who held to false views 
or “I’m sure you also have weird views on some pas-
sages” (as I was once told) do not negate what the 
Bible teaches.

Concluding Thoughts
Our goal since 1969 has been simply to train 

preachers in the word of God and in the Scriptural 
role of preaching and evangelism (cf. 2 Tim. 3:14-
4:5). A motto by which I have lived is “There is no 
truth we have to fear.” It does not matter if it is his-
torical truth, scientific truth, mathematical truth, 
logical truth, or (most importantly) biblical truth. If 
our view on anything does not harmonize with truth, 
we must change our view to conform with truth.

The Florida School of Preaching does not exist to 
uphold Restoration Movement personalities’ views 
nor does it exists to be the keeper of some “Church of 
Christ doctrine,” which I will define here as doctrines 
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or hobbies that do not harmonize with the total 
teaching of the Bible held by (usually well known) 
preachers and/or promoted by (usually more influ-
ential) local churches and that are, at worst, false 
doctrines, and at the very least, matters of option 
that are regarded as if they were God’s requirements 
for faithfulness. Because some are wedded to these 
doctrines or hobbies more than to truth, friction re-
sults with these brethren when truth is presented.

The school does exists to teach the “doctrine 
of Christ” (1 Tim. 4:6; 6:3; 2 Jn. 9) and to better 
prepare souls to serve the Lord according to God-
breathed instruction (2 Tim. 3:16-17). No matter the 
consequences from brethren, we will not compro-
mise truth nor tailor our teaching to “politically” fit 
in with any segment of the brotherhood! Those who 
really know us are already aware of this. The good 
news, of course, is that all who know, apply, and 
teach truth will be in fellowship (1 Cor. 1:10).

If you agree that the “doctrine of Christ” must 
be taught, without addition or subtraction, as the 
standard for training preachers and better prepar-
ing souls to serve the Lord, then we are in unity. If 
you value preaching and the need to “go into all the 

world to preach the Gospel,” then you agree with the 
Lord’s work through the school. We would welcome 
your fellowship with us in this great work! Please 
help us with your prayers, getting the word out about 
us, and financially supporting a student and/or our 
daily expenses. If you would like Brian Howard, our 
new development director, or me to visit your con-
gregation and present FSOP, please contact us!     

Representing FSOP
Whether large or small, we 
like to be represented at 
lectureships, seminars, and 
workshops! Help us repre-
sent by letting us know of 
events in your geographic

area where 
we can set 
up a display 
and/or make 
a v a i l a b l e 
quality study 
material. 
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