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William Still (October 7, 1821–July 14, 1902) was 
a prominent abolitionist and civil rights activist who 
coined the term “underground railroad.” As one of 
the chief “conductors” in Pennsylvania, he helped 
thousands of people of African decent achieve free-
dom and get settled away from enslavement to other 

humans. Throughout his life, Still fought not only to 
abolish slavery but also to provide civil rights to for-
mer slaves in northern territories. Still’s work with 
freedom seekers is documented in his monumental 
book, The Underground Rail Road (published in 
1872). Upon hearing of this not-so-familiar yet sig-
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Free Slaves Liberating Captive Souls

Zachary Jones came to FSOP from the Lake Drive church of Christ in Vin-
ton, Virginia, for whom Tommy Blewett (1986 FSOP graduate) has been preach-
ing since 1988. Zachary became a Christian in 2018. Before enrolling in FSOP, 
he worked as an ice rink attendant. In addition to a high school diploma, he also 
attended the Secondary Academy for Success in Bothell, Washington. While a  
student at FSOP, Zachary served as our “tech guy.” He started school during the 
covid-19 pandemic, when FSOP installed new electronic equipment to maximize 

our online capabilities. Zachary was invaluable in helping us. After graduation, 
Zachary plans on working with Tommy and the Lake Drive congregation.

Two Students Graduating May 15, 2022

Paul Walter came to FSOP from North Texas, having  retired as chief of 
police after a twenty-seven year career with various departments in Mississippi 
and Oklahoma. He is a Marine Corp veteran, having served in Vietnam. He is a 
licensed general contractor, plumber, HVAC, and electrician, and he has gener-
ously helped brethren with those talents. While a student, he was involved in 
Orange Street church of Christ’s Polk County jail ministry. He also went with 
Ted Wheeler on a mission trip to Ghana, West Africa. After graduation, Paul 

plans to return to North Texas and to work with his home congregation, Linden 
church of Christ, and those congregations in the surrounding area.



The Harvester April 2022 Page 2

ificant historical figure, it reminded me of a major 
work of Christians, especially preachers. Paul wrote:

For though I am free from all men, I have made my-
self a servant to all, that I might win the more; 20and 
to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; 
to those who are under the law, as under the law, that 
I might win those who are under the law; 21to those 
who are without law, as without law (not being with-
out law toward God, but under law toward Christ), 
that I might win those who are without law; 22to the 
weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. 
I have become all things to all men, that I might by 
all means save some. 23Now this I do for the gospel’s 
sake, that I may be partaker of it with you.

Christians Are Free
When Paul declared, “I am free from all men” (1 

Cor. 9:19a), he was affirming that he no longer lived 
a life where he sought to please men at the expense 
of doing what was right according to God’s will (cf. 
Gal. 1:10-12). Paul was free in at least these three 
ways: (1) free as a Roman citizen (Acts 22:28-29); 
(2) free from financial support from the Corinthian 
church (1 Cor. 9:15-18); and (3) free from the conse-
quences of sin (Rom. 6:17-18). However, important 
to this context, a fourth way is also apparent. Paul 
was free from man-made requirements of salvation. 
“Religion” is full of such requirements, but they are 
not binding. Paul wrote about this in more detail: 

Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic 
principles of the world, why, as 

though living in the world, do you subject yourselves 
to regulations—21“Do not touch, do not taste, do not 
handle,” 22which all concern things which perish 
with the using—according to the commandments 
and doctrines of men? 23These things indeed have an 
appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false 
humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value 
against the indulgence of the flesh. (Col. 2:20-23)

The string of commands, “Do not touch, do not 
taste, do not handle,” is not talking about smoking 
cigarettes or chewing tobacco. Rather, it is refer-
ring to false religious practices of denial that peo-
ple thought made them more spiritual. Some were 
teaching the more a person denied himself, the more 
spiritual he would be. There is a sense in which this 
is true as it relates to worldly lusts (cf. Mt. 16:24; 
Titus 2:12-13; 1 Jn. 2:15-17). However, for a person 
to continually deny appetites that God has placed in 
humans (such as hunger and thirst), thinking that 
this will make him more pleasing to God, is false! In 
the name of such views, monks in Mediaeval times 
would literally pluck out their eyes and cut off their 
fingers, hands, and other body parts or lie naked in 
a swamp to let insects bite them, thinking this made 
them holier! The ESV translators rendered the term 
“false humility” (NKJ) as “asceticism” (Col. 2:23), 
which refers to the religious practice of severely de-
nying oneself physical things, thinking it will auto-
matically make him more spiritual. This was part of 
the heresy affecting the Colossians when Paul wrote

Special Thanks To Our Generous Supporters In January 2022
Florida Churches of Christ: Apopka (Tenth Street); Auburndale (Orange Street); Bartow (Fifth 
Avenue); Callahan (First Coast); Daytona Beach (Beville Road); Deltona; Dunnellon; Haines City 
(Central); Jacksonville (Normandy, Wesconnett); Kissimmee; Lakeland (North Lakeland, South 
Florida Avenue); New Port Richey (River Road); Palmetto (Eleventh Street); Plant City (Laura 
Street); Spring Hill; St. Augustine; Stuart; Zephyrhills (Southside).
Out of State Churches of Christ: Alabama (Double Springs, Shiloh); Georgia (Forest Park, 
Forrest Park); Michigan (Grand Blanc, Wayne Road); Pennsylvania (Lower Bucks); South Carolina 
(Edgewood).
Individuals: M/M Rodrigue Aleandre, M/M Blane Anderson, M/M Roy Beasley, M/M Leslie Bit-
ting Jr., bettye bolding, M/M Manuel Brown, M/M Rico Brown, Annie Chambers, Bonnie Clouse, 
M/M Reginald Colton, M/M  Hollis Cress, M/M Bruce Daugherty, David M. Deal, Bobbie Dick-
inson, M/M David Dix, M/M Robert Doak, M/M John Donaldson, M/M Wayne Doran, James R. 
Earnhardt, H. Joyce Foster, M/M George K. French, M/M C.J. Grimes, M/M James E. Hall, M/M 
Charles Hulme, Bryant Johnson, Patrick B. Kelley, Wadi Khoury, M/M Darnell Kirkland, Glenn N 
Mathus, M/M Nathaniel McCray, Maudeann McKendree, Carol Moore, Charles Paulin,   Linda J. 
Pinckney, M/M Vic Pratt, M/M Uleysses Richardson, Roger Rosie, James W. Shearer, M/M Bobby 
Simpson, M/M David Stearsman, Joe Strickland, Glenda Sullivan, Logan Summers, M/M Jimmy 
Sweeney, M/M Chad Tagtow, M/M Charles A. Thornhill, Ada Walling, Jessie Watson, M/M Ron 
Weisenstine, Suzanne Wright.
Memorials: Rembert Allen (Gloria Allen); George K French, Jr. (M/M David Anderson, M/M  Jef-
frey Bingle, M/M Jimmy Sweeney); Vernon Hubbard (M/M H Glen Willcut); Vera Jackson (M/M 
Andrew Bacic); Sherri Rapley (M/M Jimmy Sweeney). 
*Our final deposit for the month is usually made on the last Wednesday of the month. All contributions 
received after that time are reported on the next month’s financial statement.
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(Col. 2:8, 18). Christians are not bound by man-
made requirements (Col. 2:13-17)!

Christians Are Slaves  
Although Paul was “free from all men,” he still 

declared, “I have made myself a servant to all” (1 Cor. 
9:19b). The phrase, “I have made [myself] … servant” 
is from a single Greek word (douloo, δουλόω) that 
means to enslave. There were, of course, different 
kinds of slavery in the first century Greco-Roman 
world. The slavery about which Paul spoke of him-
self was completely voluntary, like that of a “bond 
servant” (Rom. 1:1, NKJ). Paul wrote that every per-
son is a slave of one master or another:

Do you not know that to whom you present your-
selves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom 
you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedi-
ence leading to righteousness? 17But God be thanked 
that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine to which you 
were delivered. 18And having been set free from sin, 
you became slaves of righteousness. (Rom. 6:16-18)

The only way to become a slave of righteousness 
is to “obey from the heart” a form of doctrine (Rom. 
6:17-18), which must include baptism (Rom. 6:3-4). 
When people obey the Gospel and become Chris-
tians, they are crucified with Christ (Rom. 6:3-4; 
2 Cor. 5:17-18; Gal. 2:20). As Paul said he became 
a “servant of all,” Christians today must also serve 
their neighbors (Mt. 22:36-40). Again, this is to be 
a completely voluntary submission (cf. “I am debt-
or,” Rom. 1:14). In so serving his neighbor, Paul did 
not compromise truth by “becoming all things to all 
men” (Gal. 1:10). Christians can adapt the cultural 
customs of others as long as those customs do not 
violate God’s law. For example, if a culture does not 
eat certain meat because they deem it “unclean,” 
a Christian working among them, even though he 
knows better, should not eat that meat, at least until 
some teaching is done to show that God allows Chris-
tians to eat any meat that is “received with thanks-
giving” (1 Tim. 3:4). Like Christ, we must come to 
serve, not to be served (Mt. 20:28).

Christians Win Souls
“That I might win the more” is the reason Paul 

gave as to why he was free from man-made religion 
and free to submit himself as a servant to others (1 
Cor. 9:19c). The word “win [gain, KJV]” (from ker-
daino, κερδαίνω) means to gain, profit; win over 
(Phil. 3:8; 1 Pet. 3:1). When Paul interacted with 
people, he did so with a view of winning them to 
Christ. This is perhaps best summarized:

I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both 
to wise and to unwise. 15So, as much as is in me, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome 
also. 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone 
who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 
(Rom. 1:14-16)

We can “become” like other people and serve them 
without sinning. Jesus did (cf. Phil. 2:5-11)!

Conclusion
Paul went on to write how he would forgo his  

“rights,” adapting himself to the customs of his hear-
ers, so that he might win them to Christ (1 Cor. 9:19-
23). Paul certainly did not compromise the Gospel 
by becoming “all things to all men.” In matters of in-
difference, Paul forsook his rights so as not to arouse 
unnecessary prejudices that would close the minds 
of some to the Gospel. 

Jesus is our great example. He said:
[W]hoever desires to become great among you shall 
be your servant. 44And whoever of you desires to be 
first shall be slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
His life a ransom for many. (Mk. 10:43-45)

William Still and his “underground railroad” did 
a great work by freeing physical slaves of physical 
masters. We, however, have a greater opportunity 
to do an even greater work: freeing people from the 
bondage of sin and death by bringing them to Je-
sus! Are you a slave of Jesus, freed from sin and the 
shackles of man-made religion, seeking to liberate 
souls in bondage to the same?

Rise of the Messianic KingdomRise of the Messianic Kingdom

Save the Date!Save the Date!  January 16-19, 2023January 16-19, 2023,,  Make Plans Now!Make Plans Now!

Our 48th Annual LectureshipOur 48th Annual Lectureship
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“Don’t Say Gay”?
Recent reactions regarding Florida bill HB 1557 (The 

Parental Rights in Education bill) have made it apparent 
that a public debate focusing on the moral question of ho-
mosexual behavior would be informative. Opponents have 
called this the “Don’t Say Gay” bill. Well, here is an op-
portunity to “say Gay” and more on the morality question, 
which is the basis upon which many of us do not want our 
children, for example, indoctrinated with that life-style.

If you or someone you know thinks homosexual behavior 
is morally good and is willing and able to publicly defend it, 
we invite that person to say “Gay” all he or she wants! In the 
spirit of free speech, we are looking for someone who is willing 
and able to meet us in a real (non-media controlled) debate in 
full view of the public, where each participant has equal time!

If interested, please email:  homosexualitythemoralquestion@gmail.com

The time is right for such a discussion

Are you

going paperless? If so, 

email us, and we’d be 

glad to send you an 

electronic version of 

the Harvester!


