
Denominational Dogmas 
Course Syllabus, FSOP Spring 2022 

Instructor 
Forest Antemesaris 
Email: forest.antemesaris@gmail.com 
Phone: (863) 221-2483                                              

Time 
Fridays 1:00PM-4:00PM. 

Description 
Our study of denominational dogmas will explore the nature of denominationalism, the pre-denominational 
descriptions of the church in the Bible, and examine different doctrines taught by mainstream Christian 
denominations in light of the Scriptures. The goal of this course is to gain a better understanding of what certain 
denominational groups teach and believe for the sake of improved discourse, study, and discussion with those in 
various denominations. 

Course Objectives and Requirements 
To provide the student with a working knowledge of various denominational doctrines while avoiding straw-
men, an uncharitable spirit, or a sense of superiority. The student is expected to think critically while examining 
defenses of certain doctrines from denominational sources. By the end of the semester the student should be 
able to demonstrate their knowledge of key doctrines taught by popular denominations.   

Assignments 
• The student will produce a notebook (either electronic or print) of notes taken during class time. There is 

expected to be an entry for each class session. The notebook will be due at the end of the semester and will be 
graded on thoroughness, originality, and perceived future usefulness  

• There will be bi-weekly reports due on an assigned reading or video. The report may be typed or hand-written 
and must be turned in at the start of each class session. Each report must consist of the following: 1) two 
paragraphs summarizing the assigned material, 2) at least two paragraphs explaining whether or not and how 
the doctrine enumerated in the assigned material is unbiblical (supported with Scripture references), 3) two 
paragraphs explaining how the assigned material would aid you in a Bible study with a member of a 
denomination represented in the assigned material, 4) two paragraphs on any common ground between your 
understanding of biblical doctrine and the doctrine elaborated in the assigned material (if there is none, 
explain why). Paragraphs must be at least four complete sentences. These reports will be graded based on 1) 
following instructions, 2) thoroughness, 3) correct use of Scripture references, 4) evidence of critical thought, 
5) originality.  

• There will be one test (a final) taken with open notes, with no study guide provided.  



Textbooks and Course Materials  

The Bible and The Essential Handbook of Denominations & Ministries. Eds. George Thomas Kurian and Sarah 
Claudine Day (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2017). Materials for reports will be provided. 

Schedule 

Date Assignments Due Tests

1/14

1/21 No Class—Lectureship

1/28 Report on “Historical and 
Biblical Arguments for the 

Papacy” w/ Trent Horn
2/4

2/11 Report on The Orthodox 
Church chapters 10, 12

2/18

2/25 Report on “Ausburg 
Confession" of Faith OR “95 

Theses”
3/4

3/11 Report on “39 Articles of 
Religion”

3/18

3/25 Spiring Break

4/1 Report on “Westminster 
Confession of Faith”

4/8

4/15

4/22

4/29 Report on “The 1689 London 
Baptist Confession of Faith”

5/6 Final Exam

5/13 Cumulative Class Notebook



Grades: 
• Grades will be calculated based on the grading scale in the FSOP catalogue. 
• The student’s final grade will be calculated on the following basis: 

• Class Participation - 10% 

• Reports - 40 % 

• Notebook - 30% 

• Final Test - 20% 

Grading Scale 

92 — 100   A = Excellent              4 QPS* 
83 — 91           B = Above Average 3 QPS 
70 — 82           C = Average              2 QPS 
62 — 69  D = Low Passing  1 QPS 
0 — 61             F = Failure               0 QPS* 
               I = Incomplete             0 QPS* 

               WP = Withdraw while passing  
               WF =  Withdraw while failing  

* QPS = Quality Points per Semester  

Academic Integrity 
Do not cheat. If you are suspected of cheating and it is confirmed, the assignment will automatically receive a 0. 

Do not plagiarize. If you use anyone else’s work without giving them proper citation or attribution, you are 
plagiarizing. If you plagiarize, the assignment will automatically lose at least half credit, depending on the 
extent of the plagiarism. 

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive 
the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ” (Col. 2:23-24 ESV). 
 


